TSCA NEWS
TORRANCE SISTER CITY ASSOCIATION
www.torrancesistercity.org

What’s Inside

2

Calendar
Membership News
Introducing TSCA’s
New Editor
ConGRADulations!

3

Kashiwa Delegates in
Torrance 2018

6
7

Sayonara Banquet
English Teacher Report
Proud

8

Seeking Student Delegates
for 2019 Exchange

9

A Woman of Distinction
The Art of Shamisen
Thank You

10

Seeking Adult Leader for
2020 Exchange

11

Alumni Update
Lost & Found

12

Membership Application

________________________________

Since 1973, the cities of
Torrance, California, and
Kashiwa, Japan, have enjoyed
a sister city partnership, with the
goal of furthering international
friendship across cultures.
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President’s Message
By Hazel Taniguchi
This month, on the third, 28 adult 45th anniversary
delegates left for Kashiwa to celebrate our sister city
anniversary there. This past February, we had the pleasure
of hosting the Kashiwa adult delegation in Torrance (see TSCA News,
March 2018). Anniversary celebrations only happen every ive years.
Please see the list below of our TSCA anniversary delegation.
From the City: Mayor Pat and Terry Furey, Councilmember Mike Grif iths
and Cecilia Geronimo, Councilmember Milton and Cinda Herring,
Councilmember George and Amy Chen, Councilmember Aurelio Mattucci,
City Treasurer Dana Cortez, Fire Chief Martin and Maria Serna, and Eve
Rappoport, Manager of the Cultural Services Division.
From TSCA: President Hazel Taniguchi; Ed and Kerry Cababa; Lori Chong
Eurich; Gary and Fusae Hofer; Butch Ihde and Donna Dunlap; Sherwin and
Marilyn Rubin; Navin and Mayuri Shetti; and Bryce, Cheryl, and Alyssa
Yamauchi.
All delegates attended orientation sessions to help prepare them for this
educational and fun trip to make new or to renew friendships and to learn
about the Japanese culture and way of life, just as the students do. We will
be writing a post-trip report for the next issue, with photos.
The election of new or continuing board members will be certi ied this
month. We thank all the outgoing board members and welcome the
incoming board members.
October is the time to start thinking about renewing TSCA memberships
for 2019. Please be sure to do so to help support our organization.
Also, at this time of the year, we are recruiting student delegates for the
2019 Student Cultural Exchange Program and an adult leader for 2020.
If you are interested in either program, please send in your applications.
For more information, see the lyers in this issue.
We are still looking for help with scheduling Bunka-Sai performances for
2019 and a back-up person for our sound system. In addition, if you would
like to work on recruiting volunteers for Bunka-Sai, we can use your help.
TSCA is a busy organization, with many mutually established programs
with Kashiwa. We utilize the team approach to get things done. Please
consider joining our team!
Thank you! 

CALENDAR

Membership News
By Reiko Higa, Membership Chair

NOVEMBER 13
TSCA Association Meeting (7-9 pm)
City Hall West Annex
Commission Room
3031 Torrance Blvd
Torrance, CA 90503

NEW AND RENEWED MEMBERSHIPS

There is no TSCA General Meeting
in December.

Family ($40/year)

JANUARY 12
Alumni Reunion Potluck (11 am-2 pm)
Ken Miller Recreation Center
3341 Torrance Blvd
Torrance, CA 90503

JANUARY 14
TSCA Association Meeting (7-9 pm)
City Hall West Annex
Commission Room
3031 Torrance Blvd
Torrance, CA 90503

FEBRUARY 11
TSCA Association Meeting (7-9 pm)
City Hall West Annex
Commission Room
3031 Torrance Blvd
Torrance, CA 90503

Torrance Sister City
Association
PRESIDENT
Hazel Taniguchi

Benefactor ($125/year)

Individual ($20/year)

King, Dennis

Geronimo, Cecilia
Grace, Carla
Lipschultz, Thomas
Mattucci, Aurelio 

Chen, Amy and George
Herring, Milton and Cinda
Serna, Martin and Family

Introducing TSCA’s New Editor
Beginning with the November-December issue
of TSCA News, Rae Ann Carr will take over the
responsibilities of newsletter editor from
Summer Nagano Gray.
Rae Ann has worked in corporate communications, focusing on technical publications and
proposals for Northrop Grumman for the past
15 years. Previously, she worked as a web
developer for corporate intranet sites. She holds
a bachelor’s degree in Business Administration/
Information Systems from California State
University, Dominguez Hills.

Rae Ann Carr

Rae Ann can be found working on her golf game at local courses with
her husband, Eric. She also enjoys traveling, reading, concerts, and the
theater. Her daughter, Regan Galinato, is a senior at North High School
and was a TSCA student delegate in 2018. Her son, Owen, is a senior
at California State University, Los Angeles, majoring in Nutrition
and Dietetics. Welcome, Rae Ann! 

VICE PRESIDENT
Cindy Scotto
SECRETARY
Wendy Ito

ConGRADulations!

TREASURER
Ronald Reeve

______________
Newsletter Editor
Summer Nagano Gray
Newsletter Distribution
Donna Dunlap

Comments or submissions?
Please send an email to
tscanewsletter@gmail.com
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Best wishes to Miwa Mayemura
(2016 Student Delegate), who graduated
from West High School and was accepted
into the University of California, Irvine.
She will major in Biological Sciences on the
pre‐med track.

Kashiwa Delegates in Torrance 2018
In August, just after the Torrance student delegates returned from their trip to Japan,
it was time for the Kashiwa student delegates to visit Torrance for three weeks
as part of the annual Kashiwa‐Torrance sister city student cultural exchange program.
Along with their 2018 Adult Leader Atsuko Takahashi, the students—Kaho Furuyama, Eriko Gunji,
Rinka Izawa, Yuka Matsushima, Kaho Nakajima, Himari Sato, Tatsushi Sato,
and Yui Tsukagoshi—lived with Torrance host families, were introduced to many new cultural
experiences, and enjoyed a packed agenda of activities. Among the activities were riding a bike along
the beach, a pool party, seeing “Star Wars” at the Hollywood Bowl, watching a Dodgers baseball game,
touring King’s Hawaiian Bakery and decorating cakes at Torrance Bakery, making pizza, visiting
Hollywood, UCLA, Little Tokyo, Disney’s California Adventure, and taking a trip to San Diego.
Pictured here are some of their activities...
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Sayonara Banquet Celebration
By Lori Chong Eurich, Banquet Chair

The Sayonara Banquet, the
inal event of the student
cultural exchange program,
celebrated new friendships,
fond memories and memorable experiences at the Toyota
Meeting Hall on August 22
with 93 guests, including students, host families,
TSCA members, Mayor ProTem Mike Grif iths and city
of icials. The banquet is TSCA’s opportunity to thank
the host families for their kind hospitality. Mr. Grifiths presented certi icates of appreciation signed by
Mayor Furey and Hazel Taniguchi, TSCA president.
Hazel Taniguchi emceed the evening, which included
heartfelt speeches, hugs, and tears from Kashiwa
delegates and their host families. Their speeches
recalled warm memories and mentioned a desire to
return to Torrance. The student delegates looked
very festive in their colorful yukatas and performed
the Kashiwa odori (dance) around the room.
Mr. Grif iths complimented the efforts of all the TSCA
members, volunteers, city staff and the community in
making the student cultural exchange program a big
success in fostering close ties between the two cities.
A short video featuring highlights of the Kashiwa delegates’ trip was created by 2018 Torrance delegate
Marie Shimizu, and included photos taken each day.
A marble sheet cake with a large color photo of the
Kashiwa delegation was generously donated by Kirk
Rossberg, owner of Torrance Bakery. The photo was
taken in front of the bakery during their visit, which
included a tour and cake decorating lesson.
Special thanks to Donna Dunlap and Butch Ihde
(catering coordination) Toni Sargent and Gudy
Kimmel ( loral centerpieces), Wendy Ito (podium lei),
Aki Tsurukame (speech translation), Cheryl Yamauchi
and Jen Hirashiki (check-in), David Gelbaum (sound
tech), Steven Ihde (photos) and Sherwin Rubin
(cake pick-up). 

To view Torrance CitiCABLE’s (Aug 30–Sept 5, 2018) coverage of the Sayonara Banquet, log on to
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4nYA3-P_g0U and cue up to 10:50 minutes to begin the segment.
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English Teacher Report
By Brandon Matsumoto

Proud
In the scorching summer sun,
I clumsily took off the old
license plate from my recently
purchased, almost new, silver
car. I was pleasantly surprised
to ind short lines at the DMV
in Japan and even more
amazed at how quickly and
ef iciently I was being processed. I received my license
plate from the front desk,
walked outside to attach it to
my car, and stopped to admire
the brand new shimmering
metal plate. I could clearly
see written in black, the kanji
character 柏. This reads
“Kashiwa,” the city that I will call home for the next
three years. I stepped back to take a look. Beautiful.
In that moment, I was illed with so much pride.
I was so proud to be in this city. From the beautiful
arches of trees above me while driving to work, to the
young aspiring artists performing at the train stations
at night, every little detail is so special to me.
One of my favorite pastimes recently is going on runs
to Furusato Park. It’s a very large park with grassy
areas, beautiful trees to sit under, fountains for
children to play in, ponds to ish in, trails to run on,
sidewalks to bike on, and a long beautiful river that
splits the park into two. There are also some training
machines outside to work out and a pull up bar.
You might be thinking, “Brandon...are you sure that’s
not for children?” Well, that’s what I thought at irst,
but I read the sign that said otherwise: “To promote
wellness and health for adults. Made by the City of
Kashiwa.” So no worries! I’m not bumping little kids off
of the monkey bars! I’m good to go. As I did my chin
ups, a couple of children would come up to me, trying
to copy my exercises—or so I thought. They were
probably making fun of me as they snickered and
giggled with each other. Sometimes, I just stop and look
at the lively park illed with people. I see boys playing
catch with their fathers, families on picnics in the
shade, kids dancing around and blowing bubbles in the
air, and older folks calmly ishing in the river. It’s so

peaceful; like a picture from a
storybook. This park is only a
ive-minute run from my
apartment and it’s already
one of my favorite places.
You must be wondering what
I think of the Ichikashi
students. They de initely
work hard with club
activities. They are full of
energy and the results are
indescribable. As for their
academics, I’ve taught in
Japan for two whole years
prior to this, but I’ve never
had students like this before.
Most students here are eager
to learn, and they soak everything up like a sponge.
I was working with a student for the upcoming speech
contest, and I stated, “We can inish up whenever you
feel like it.” Usually, a former student would want to
leave as soon as possible; not these students. After two
hours of practice with no complaints from the student
and my occasional, “Do you need to leave yet?” every
20 minutes, I ended the session. With their inal bow
and their formal thank you, “arigatogozaimashita,”
they scurried away. Although I stay past working hours
on some days for these students, I don’t mind. It’s
fun...it’s exciting to see their progress, and I’m curious
to see how much more I can inspire them to learn and
excel in English. Overall, I’m excited to go to work
every day because I love this beautiful city, the school,
and my almost new, silver car.
Many say that a picture is worth a thousand words,
so I would think a video would be worth like a million?!
I created this video to show my irst month in Kashiwa:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=51kbKSE2IkU
I hope you enjoy! 
Brandon Matsumoto just began teaching at Kashiwa
Municipal High School (Ichikashi) in August 2018
as part of TSCA's 3‐year English Teacher program.
This program provides the opportunity to live and work
in Kashiwa while learning about the Japanese language
and culture.
TSCA News / October 2018
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A Woman of Distinction
Congratulations to TSCA President Hazel Taniguchi, who
was presented with a “2018 Women of Distinction” Award
by Al Muratsuchi, Assemblymember - District 66, on
September 12 at Chado Tea House in Old Town Torrance.
Hazel’s certi icate reads “Your commitment to the community,
professional accomplishments, and dedication has distinguished you as a role model for our community. Through
your efforts, you have demonstrated the positive impact that
one determined individual can make on the world around
them. Congratulations and thank you. I extend my best wishes
to you for your continued success, as well as health and
happiness in the years ahead.”

TSCA President Hazel Taniguchi

The Art of Shamisen
Thank You
The Willoughby Family extends its gratitude to TSCA members and friends who supported
“The Art of Shamisen—The Japanese Three-Stringed Lute” program at the James Armstrong
Theatre on September 29. Kevin Willoughby’s connection to TSCA was through his 2007
“trip of a lifetime” to Kashiwa as a student delegate, and his ongoing friendship with KIRA
members and Kashiwa student delegates, especially since his move to Japan in 2014.

The Art of Shamisen performers, including Honjoh Hidetaro
(back row, 2nd from right) and Kevin Willoughby (front row, left).
Supporters included Kevin’s brother Jason (back row, 3rd from
left), dad Werner (back row, 4th from left), and mom Aileen
(front row, right). Photo by Albert Lien

Also in the program were three traditional Japanese dance teachers
who have been a part of the stage performances at Bunka-Sai.
From left: Bando Hidesomi, Nakamura Narumi, and Bando Hiromiya.
Bando Hidesomi began dancing at Bunka-Sai from the age of 4
when her teacher, Bando Mitsuhiro, was an annual participant.
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The Torrance Sister City Association

Welcomes Applicants for the Position of

Adult Leader
For the 2020 Cultural Exchange Program in

Kashiwa, Japan
Represent the City of Torrance
while mentoring local youth!
As the TSCA Adult Leader, you will accompany
eight high school students in July 2020 on a
three-week, life-changing, cultural immersion
experience in Japan, and serve as an ambassador
of goodwill when the Kashiwa delegation
visits Torrance in August 2020.
Qualifications
• Be at least 26 years of age at the time of the trip
• Reside or work in Torrance

• Have experience working with youth in at least one of
the following areas: education, counseling, behavioral
sciences, leading youth activities, chaperoning
school trips.

For more information
about the cultural exchange
program of the Torrance
Sister City Association and
to download the Adult Leader
Application, please visit
www.torrancesistercity.org
The complete application,
resume, and two reference
letters are due by
Friday, February 8, 2019.
Qualified applicants will be
contacted for interviews.

Contact:
Wendy Ito

Chair, Adult Leader
Selection Committee
KawenaIto@gmail.com

Mailing address:
Torrance Sister City
Association

c/o Community Services Dept.
3031 Torrance Blvd.
Torrance, CA 90503
Attn: Adult Leader Program

Alumni
Update
Two Orchestras;
One World
In June, Jeremy Gray (Student Delegate 2017) was selected to participate in two concerts in Seoul, South
Korea, as a member of the Asia
America Youth Symphony (AAYS),
conducted by Maestro David Benoit.
In 2017, the ChildFund Korea Dream
Orchestra came to Los Angeles and
performed with the AAYS as part of
the “Seoul Meets Soul: Two orchestras, One world” tour.
Jeremy, who plays clarinet, says,
“My irst time in Korea was an
amazing experience. Eating a
potato spiral in Myeongdong, walking the corridors of Changdeokgung
Palace in traditional clothing, and
going on the scariest rides at Lotte
World are memories I will always
cherish. Yet the opportunity to play
with the members of the Korea
Dream Orchestra was the best part.
Despite the language barrier, I was
able to make new friends, as our
shared passion for music brought
us together.”
As with his friends in Kashiwa,
Jeremy hopes to one day meet up
with his new Seoul friends again! 

Lost & Found
TSCA currently has 3 items in its Lost & Found. Could one of them be yours?
If so, please contact Shirley Tanaka at ksjtanaka3@yahoo.com
Item 1: Green TSCA apron
Item 2: Large stainless steel serving spoon with black handle
Item 3: Two sets of acrylic salad servers—one green, and the other clear
with blue handle
TSCA News / October 2018
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TORRANCE
SISTER CITY
ASSOCIATION

3031 Torrance Boulevard
Torrance, CA 90503


TORRANCE SISTER CITY ASSOCIATION

2019 Membership Application

Except for the Life Membership, all dues are in eﬀect from January 1 to December 31
Name ______________________________________________________
Address ____________________________________________________
City ___________________________State ____ ZIP Code ___________
Telephone (

Individual
Family
Suppor ng
Benefactor
Corporate
Life member

$20 per year
$40 per year
$75+ per year
$125+ per year
$200+ per year
$2,000+ (one‐ me dona on)

) _____________________ E‐mail address________________________________________

My membership is:

NEW

Directory Update:

RENEWAL
New address

I do not want to be listed in the TSCA directory
New telephone number

New e‐mail address

I am interested in par cipa ng in TSCA ac vi es ______________________________________
Enclosed is a donation to TSCA (in addition to my annual dues) in the amount: $______ Total enclosed: $_________
Make your check payable to TSCA and mail with this form to:

Torrance Sister City Associa on
c/o Community Services Department
3031 Torrance Blvd.
Torrance, CA 90503

If you have any ques ons about your membership, please email Reiko Higa at tscamembership@gmail.com
TSCA mee ngs are held on the second Monday of each month at the Civic Center West Annex Commission Room, 7 pm
(Excep ons: No mee ngs in August or December)

