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Kashiwa, Japan, have enjoyed
a sister city partnership, with the
goal of furthering international
friendship across cultures.
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President’s Message
By Hazel Taniguchi
August was a busy but fun month! We had the pleasure of
hosting eight students and their adult leader from Kashiwa.
The weather was not as hot as in Japan, but the dry heat
seemed to be different for them, just as we are not used to humidity.
However, troupers that they were, they seemed to have had a great time
here in Torrance. As usual, they were sad to leave us, and we were sad to
see them go. We will miss them, but we look forward to seeing them again
sometime in the future!
MANY, MANY THANKS to the August Activities Committee, chaired by
Steven Ihde. The activities planned for the Kashiwa group helped them to
learn about the “American” way of life. Kudos to the entire committee and
all those who helped with activities.
A GREAT BIG THANK YOU to all the host families who provided such
loving care for the Kashiwa students and adult leader. DOUBLE THANKS
to the Carr, Diederich, and Lolge families for hosting both sessions.
SPECIAL THANKS to the Lolge family for hosting a lunch and pool
party at their home.
HEARTFELT APPRECIATION to all the city departments for their support
with gifts for the Kashiwa group, visits to their facilities, the buses provided
each day, and participation in events by city of icials. TSCA appreciates the
ongoing support of the city. Torrance and Kashiwa have been sister cities
for 45 meaningful, productive years.
continued on page 2 >>>

Many thanks to our 2018 Host Families for extending their kind hospitality to our
Kashiwa delegation. Thank you for opening up your hearts and homes!

CALENDAR
SEPTEMBER 10
TSCA Association Meeting (7-9 pm)
City Hall West Annex
Commission Room
3031 Torrance Blvd,
Torrance, CA 90503
Contact: Hazel Taniguchi
HazNT@aol.com

OCTOBER 3
45th Anniversary Torrance Delegation
departs for Kashiwa, Japan

OCTOBER 8
45th Anniversary Torrance Delegation
arrives back at LAX

OCTOBER 8
TSCA Association Meeting (7-9 pm)
City Hall West Annex
Commission Room
3031 Torrance Blvd
Torrance, CA 90503

NOVEMBER 13
TSCA Association Meeting (7-9 pm)
City Hall West Annex
Commission Room
3031 Torrance Blvd
Torrance, CA 90503

Torrance Sister City
Association
PRESIDENT
Hazel Taniguchi

cont’d from page 1

DOMO ARIGATO to all the local businesses and community organizations
that participated in the August activities. The Kashiwa group was able to
learn a lot about their business functions and roles here in the Torrance
community and also in San Diego, where the group goes for a two-night
side trip each year. TSCA is grateful for their ongoing support.
A MILLION THANKS to everyone who participated in any way to help
make the Kashiwa group’s visit to Torrance a meaningful one. You all
demonstrated teamwork at its best!
The anniversary trip to Kashiwa in October by the Torrance adult
delegates is within view. Two orientation sessions have been held to
prepare the delegates; the inal one will take place this month on the 20th.
Twenty-eight adult TSCA members will be representing Torrance. Many
cultural activities have been planned by the Kashiwa International
Relations Association and its Torrance Committee.
This month starts the application process for the 2019 exchange students
and the 2020 adult leader. Please look for information in this issue and
on our website.
Volunteers are still needed to chair Bunka-Sai performances and to serve
as a backup for operating the sound system at our activities and events.
If any of those positions interest you, please contact me. Training will
be provided.
If you have questions, please feel free to e-mail me at HazNT@aol.com
or hazeltaniguchi9@gmail.com, or call me at (310) 328-1238.
Thank you! 

Membership News
By Reiko Higa, Membership Chair

VICE PRESIDENT
Cindy Scotto

NEW AND RENEWED MEMBERSHIPS

SECRETARY
Wendy Ito

Benefactor ($125/year)

Individual ($20/year)

King, Dennis

TREASURER
Ronald Reeve

Family ($40/year)

Geronimo, Cecilia
Grace, Carla
Lipschultz, Thomas
Mattucci, Aurelio

______________
Newsletter Editor
Summer Nagano Gray
Newsletter Distribution
Donna Dunlap

Comments or submissions?
Please send an email to
tscanewsletter@gmail.com
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Chen, Amy and George
Herring, Milton and Cinda
Serna, Martin and Family

Thank you for joining or renewing your membership for 2018
Please contact Reiko Higa at tscamembership@gmail.com
or call (310) 619-4361 for questions regarding membership or donations

Torrance Delegates in Japan 2018
,

For three weeks in July, TSCA’s eight student delegates enjoyed their “trip of a lifetime”
as part of the Kashiwa‐Torrance Sister City student cultural exchange program.
Along with their 2018 Adult Leader Chelsea Machado, the students—Natasha Barragan, Daniel
Diederich, Regan Galinato, Mackenzie Holloway, Andrew Kang, Tejas Lolge, Ruchi Shetti, and
Marie Shimizu—lived with two different Japanese host families and had a chance to meet
and bond with the Kashiwa delegates. Torrance delegates were introduced to many
new cultural experiences, and enjoyed a whirlwind of activities, such as performing the Japanese tea
ceremony, making soba noodles, visiting schools and a ire station, learning karate and Japanese
calligraphy, playing taiko and the koto, seeing ire lies at night, and taking side trips to
Hiroshima, Kyoto, and Tokyo.
Pictured here are some of their activities...
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The Torrance Sister City Association

Welcomes Applicants for the Position of

Adult Leader
For the 2020 Cultural Exchange Program in

Kashiwa, Japan
Represent the City of Torrance
while mentoring local youth!
As the TSCA Adult Leader, you will accompany
eight high school students in July 2020 on a
three-week, life-changing, cultural immersion
experience in Japan, and serve as an ambassador
of goodwill when the Kashiwa delegation
visits Torrance in August 2020.
Qualifications
• Be at least 26 years of age at the time of the trip
• Reside or work in Torrance

• Have experience working with youth in at least one of
the following areas: education, counseling, behavioral
sciences, leading youth activities, chaperoning
school trips.

For more information
about the cultural exchange
program of the Torrance
Sister City Association and
to download the Adult Leader
Application, please visit
www.torrancesistercity.org
The complete application,
resume, and two reference
letters are due by
Friday, February 8, 2019.
Qualified applicants will be
contacted for interviews.

Contact:
Wendy Ito

Chair, Adult Leader
Selection Committee
KawenaIto@gmail.com

Mailing address:
Torrance Sister City
Association

c/o Community Services Dept.
3031 Torrance Blvd.
Torrance, CA 90503
Attn: Adult Leader Program

English Teacher Report
By Alison Abraham

A Summer to Remember
There’s only a few weeks left of summer vacation as I reach
my one-year anniversary since moving to Japan! A lot has
happened—I’ve made many new friends, tried a bunch of different foods, and I’ve changed and grown a lot, too.
Since the closing ceremony at the end of July, which signaled the
halfway mark of the school year, I’ve been busy hosting my dad’s
irst visit to Japan and preparing for my senpai Amie’s departure.
During the irst week of vacation, I had the pleasure of acting as
my dad’s tour guide! I showed him the traditional side of Japan in
Kyoto and Nara, the urban cityscape in the heart of Tokyo, and
the peace and comfort of Kashiwa. It made everything feel new
and refreshing, even though I’d already been to many of the
places I was taking him.
And when I introduced him to members of my host families that
he hadn’t yet met, it felt like I was connecting the two worlds that
have made me who I am. I also had the opportunity to introduce
him to my coworkers at Ichikashi. Hopefully, that put to rest
whatever worries he may have had about his daughter living on
her own in a foreign country. It was sad to say goodbye to my dad
at the end of his trip, but I felt really refreshed and even more
motivated to work after spending time with him.
Speaking of farewells—another big one for me was coming up
before summer’s end. Even though Amie had inished her time at
Ichikashi and we’d already had a few sayonara dinners, that
didn’t mean we were done hanging out!
Soon after my dad’s departure, I was setting off for Osaka with
Amie and our senpai, another former TSCA English Teacher,
Stephanie Mikamo. We spent our days in Osaka shopping in
Dotonbori, eating our ill of Osaka cuisine in Nanba, and enjoying
Universal Studios Japan! Now that I’m living here, I sometimes
forget the joy of experiencing Japan as a tourist! Amie and Steph
really helped remind me of that excitement, and I’m grateful for
them. Though I’ve only known both of them for a year, it is
thanks to their friendship and tremendous support that I feel
ready to take on the mantle of being a senpai to the new TSCA
English Teacher.
As summer comes to an end and begins making way for fall,
I’m looking forward to beginning my second year at Ichikashi
and of being in Japan. And, although I have to bid farewell to
many people, just as the seasons come every year, I know
we’ll always meet again. 

Top: From left, Stephanie Mikamo, Alison Abraham, and
Amie Komae took a trip to Osaka as a farewell outing for
Amie before her return to Torrance. Bottom: Alison's
dad, Rommel, posing with the famous Nara deer during
his trip to Japan in July.
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H

Happy Bunka‐Sai Raﬄe Winners

In April 2018, TSCA
held its annual BunkaSai Japanese Cultural
Festival, which is the
organization’s largest
fundraiser of the year.
TSCA is grateful to
the many businesses
that generously donated
raffle prizes for this
two-day event.
Pictured at right, hungry
and happy raffle prize
winners redeem their
Bunka-Sai raffle certificate at Dickey’s and look forward to
enjoying the sumptuous barbecue meal they just picked up
when they get home!

Congratulations to Tiffany (Yoshida) Yonemoto
(Student Delegate, 2004) and husband Kevin
on the birth of their beautiful daughter,
Peyton Akemi Yonemoto!

Thank you, Dickey’s Barbecue Pit,
(Redondo Beach and Gardena locations)

for your generous donation!

ConGRADulations!
Best wishes to

Best wishes to

(2016 Student
Delegate), who
graduated from
West High School
and was accepted into
the University of
California, Berkeley,
as an Environmental
Science major.

(2018 Student Delegate), who graduated
from West High School
and was accepted into
the University of
California, San Diego.

Ashley Kang

We are so proud of you!
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Marie Shimizu

She will major in
Chemical Engineering.

A fond farewell and a warm welcome

Left: After completing her three-year commitment as TSCA’s English Teacher at Ichikashi, Amie Komae
(bottom center) receives a warm send-off and fond farewell from her friends and coworkers as she leaves
Japan and heads back to Torrance. Read her parting thoughts in the July-August issue of TSCA News.
Right: Meanwhile, Brandon Matsumoto, TSCA’s newest English Teacher, has arrived at Ichikashi and
makes an introductory speech before the students and faculty.

2016

2016 CLASS REUNION
The connec ons formed
between TSCA student
delegates and their adult
leaders run deep.
Recently, the stars aligned
and seven out of eight
student delegates from
2016 and their adult leader
(Jen Hirashiki) were in town at
the same me! So, of course,
they decided to meet up at
the Yami teahouse (a TSCA
delegate tradi on) for bobas
and to catch up with each
other’s lives.

2018

What a wonderful
get‐together!
TSCA News / September 2018
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TORRANCE
SISTER CITY
ASSOCIATION

3031 Torrance Boulevard
Torrance, CA 90503


TORRANCE SISTER CITY ASSOCIATION

2018 Membership Application

Except for the Life Membership, all dues are in eﬀect from January 1 to December 31
Name ______________________________________________________
Address ____________________________________________________
City ___________________________State ____ ZIP Code ___________
Telephone (

Individual
Family
Suppor ng
Benefactor
Corporate
Life member

$20 per year
$40 per year
$75+ per year
$125+ per year
$200+ per year
$2,000+ (one‐ me dona on)

) _____________________ E‐mail address________________________________________

My membership is:

NEW

Directory Update:

RENEWAL
New address

I do not want to be listed in the TSCA directory
New telephone number

New e‐mail address

I am interested in par cipa ng in TSCA ac vi es ______________________________________
Enclosed is a donation to TSCA (in addition to my annual dues) in the amount: $______ Total enclosed: $_________
Make your check payable to TSCA and mail with this form to:

Torrance Sister City Associa on
c/o Community Services Department
3031 Torrance Blvd.
Torrance, CA 90503

If you have any ques ons about your membership, please email Reiko Higa at tscamembership@gmail.com
TSCA mee ngs are held on the second Monday of each month at the Civic Center West Annex Commission Room, 7 pm
(Excep ons: No mee ngs in August or December 2018)

