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President’s Message
By Hazel Taniguchi
Bunka‐Sai 2018 is done! The weather both days was
beautiful, the attendance was great, the food was delicious,
the exhibits were spectacular, and the performances were
outstanding! We couldn’t have asked for more!
It took months of planning and coordinating to inally put everything into
motion. We can’t say enough about the many TSCA members who did so
much to ensure that Bunka‐Sai would be a success: volunteering to chair
our booths, buying supplies, getting prizes and ads, cooking yakisoba,
dango, chicken curry, BBQ, desserts, and Spam musubi, selling our goodies,
helping at the storage unit, and cleaning up. Our members arrived early
both days and stayed until late. Thank you to all of them.
Thank you to our 2018 adult leader, students, and their parents and family
members who helped in so many ways all weekend: selling raf le tickets
and other items, cooking, running errands, cleaning up, helping at the
storage unit, and making signs and decorations. All funds earned at
Bunka‐Sai will go towards the Student Cultural Exchange Program.
Thank you to past adult leaders, presidents, and students who have
continued to support Bunka‐Sai. It was so nice to see so many of them.
Our sincere gratitude to our city of icials and their families who attended.
We are grateful for their support.
Thank you to all the community volunteers, adults and students, who
worked so hard both days. We thank the exhibitors, the performers,
the kamishibai readers, the anime contestants, the vendors who came
from near and far, and all the community members who supported us
by attending our largest fundraiser of the year.
Thank you also to all the businesses who placed ads in our program
booklet, those who donated drawing prizes, and those who sent staff
members to volunteer in our booths.
We thank the Torrance Community Services Department for all the
printing of our lyers, posters, and booklets.
Last but not least, we thank the Torrance Committee of Kashiwa for giving
us 20 blue aprons to use at Bunka‐Sai. The aprons were used by TSCA’s
food preparers, and there were many positive comments about them.
Save these dates for next year’s Bunka‐Sai: April 13 and 14, 2019.
Again, a heartfelt THANK YOU to everyone! 

CALENDAR
MAY 14

Membership News
By Reiko Higa, Membership Chair

TSCA Association Meeting (7-9 pm)
City Hall West Annex
Commission Room
3031 Torrance Blvd, Torrance 90503

NEW AND RENEWED MEMBERSHIPS
Family ($40/year)

Individual ($20/year)

JUNE 11

Kranz, Dave & Linda

TSCA Association Meeting (7-9 pm)
City Hall West Annex
Commission Room
3031 Torrance Blvd, Torrance 90503

Penick, Tiffany
Sprague, Tracy & Brian 

Thank you for joining or renewing your membership!

JULY 9
TSCA Association Meeting (7-9 pm)
City Hall West Annex
Commission Room
3031 Torrance Blvd, Torrance 90503

JULY 10
TSCA Student Delegates depart for
Kashiwa, Japan

JULY 17
Host Family Meeting (7-9 pm)
City Hall West Annex
Commission Room
3031 Torrance Blvd, Torrance 90503

JULY 31
TSCA Student Delegates return home

Membership ques ons?
Please call Reiko Higa at (310) 619-4361 or e-mail tscamembership@gmail.com

TSCA Donors in 2017
The Torrance Sister City Association would like to thank the
following donors for supporting our organization’s mission
and programs, including our annual Student Cultural Exchange
Program with Kashiwa, Japan.

$500+

Yamauchi, Bryce and Cheryl
Providence LCA

$5‐$199

Torrance Sister City
Association
PRESIDENT
Hazel Taniguchi
VICE PRESIDENT
Cindy Scotto
SECRETARY
Wendy Ito
TREASURER
Ronald Reeve

______________
Newsletter Editor
Summer Nagano Gray
Newsletter Distribution
Donna Dunlap

Comments or submissions?
Please send an email to
tscanewsletter@gmail.com
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Ando, Jennifer
Cababa, Ed & Kerry
City of Torrance Grant
Dowell, Peggy
Fu Family
Gray Family
Grif ith, Kay
Hardison, Dee
Ito, John, Wendy & Alex
Kircher, Ellen

Komae, Kent & Jody
LaRue, Dennis
LaRue, Julie
Makino Family
MGM Resorts
Miles, Frank & Margie
Mizuguchi, Toshiko
Oberholzer, Bill
O’Donnell, Maureen
Reeve Family
Sargent, Dave & Toni
Tabata Trust
Warner, Steve & Stephanie
Wheeler, Bob & Karen 

Introducing the 2018 TSCA Delega on (see page 3)

MEET THE 2018 STUDENT DELEGATES
Since 1973, TSCA has been sending Student Delegates and an Adult Leader to Kashiwa, Japan,
as part of its Sister City Cultural Exchange Program. For 3 weeks in July, these high‐school students will live with
host families in Kashiwa, see many wonderful sights, and enjoy a rich cultural learning experience.

Chelsea Keys

Natasha Barragan

Daniel Diederich

Adult Leader

West High School—11th Grade

South High School—11th Grade

“I’m looking forward to experiencing
authen c Japanese culture and helping to
develop our delegates into world leaders.”

“I’m looking forward to bonding with my
host families and experiencing the
Japanese culture.”

“I can’t wait to experience a homestay
as well as emerge myself in a new and
interes ng culture.”

Regan Galinato

Mackenzie Holloway

Andrew Kang

North High School—11th Grade

South High School—11th Grade

West High School—10th Grade

“I’m looking forward to ge ng out of my
comfort zone and doing ac vi es that
can’t be experienced in the U.S.”

“I’m looking forward to making wonderful
memories with the Kashiwa and Torrance
delegates, and to new, exci ng things!”

“I’m looking forward to interac ng with
the other delegates and experiencing
Japanese culture with my host family.”

Tejas Lolge

Ruchi Shetti

Marie Shimizu

West High School—10th Grade

West High School—10th Grade

West High School—12th Grade

“I’m looking forward to the exci ng
memories I will be making with my host
family and fellow delegates.”

“I’m looking forward to interac ng with
new people and friends, and exploring the
diﬀerent aspects of Japanese culture.”

“I’m looking forward to learning about
my Japanese culture, living with my host
family, and mee ng new people.”
TSCA News / April 2018
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HIGHLIGHT

Adult Leader for 2018 - Chelsea Keys

Kon'nichiwa! Gracias! Hallo! Ευχαριστώ!
Grazie! Cảm ơn bạn! Thank you!

develop as leaders and see their impact on
the campus community.

My name is Chelsea Keys, and I am the
Adult Leader for the 2018 TSCA Student
Delegation to Japan. I am grateful and
humbled for this amazing opportunity.
I live in Cypress with my wonderful
husband, Ryan, and dog, Scooter.

Outside of teaching, I love to travel and
experience other cultures. I’ve been fortu‐
nate enough to visit 20 different countries
around the world. I enjoy incorporating
my travel experiences into lesson plans
and bringing history alive to my students.
I cannot wait to add Japan to that list!
I teach about Japan’s history, and I am
excited to experience it irsthand.

I grew up in Torrance, where I attended
Bert Lynn Middle School and West High
School. I then went on to San Diego State
University, where I received my bache‐
lor’s degree in History with an emphasis in
Secondary Education. Afterward, I earned my
Teaching Credential in History from Cal State
Dominguez Hills.
Teaching is my passion, and I have my dream job
teaching American and World History at Casimir
Middle School in Torrance, where I am also the History
Department Chair. In addition, I have the privilege of
leading Casimir’s Student Council. The Casimir
Cougars’ Student Council is completely student run,
and they create, facilitate, and run all the events on
Casimir’s campus. It is wonderful to watch students

I am honored and thrilled to visit Kashiwa
this summer with the 2018 Delegation. I believe this
delegation will make TSCA and the City of Torrance
proud. These student leaders are driven, intelligent,
respectful, and enthusiastic for this trip of a lifetime.
I look forward to experiencing the Japanese culture,
bringing it back to my classroom for future genera‐
tions, and helping to develop the 2018 Delegation
into leaders in the Torrance community.
Thank you TSCA and KIRA for opening doors to the
2018 Torrance Delegation! KIRA, we cannot wait
to meet you! 

TSCA Members A end City of Torrance Volunteer Dinner

L-R: Jenny Tanaka, Shirley Tanaka, Pam Miike.

Front row, L-R: Donna Dunlap & Butch Ihde, Hazel Taniguchi, Gudy & Ron Kimmel.
Back row, L-R: Jeremy Gerson, Mark Gelbaum, Sherwin & Marilyn Rubin, Lori Eurich.
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On April 12, the City of Torrance hosted a dinner to
thank the city’s many volunteers. Several TSCA
leaders and members were among the attendees at
the Toyota Meeting Hall.

Kashiwa News

Akiko Nobusawa
Torrance Committee Liaison

On March 25, the Kashiwa Torrance Committee held its Explanatory Meeting for prospective candidates of the 2018 sister city cultural exchange
program. The 44th (2017) Kashiwa student delegates shared their knowledge about Torrance and their home-stay experiences using PowerPoint
presentations. At right, four of the 2017 delegates hold up photos from their visit last summer. (Photos: Yukari Shimada)

Flashback:

Host Family Memories with their 2017 Kashiwa Delegate

The Gray Family had a wonderful cultural experience
hosting Takumi (right). They enjoyed introducing him to
Mexican food (his new favorite food is tacos!) and
going on local excursions, such as a boat ride around
Long Beach harbor and visiting the Griffith Observatory
and its Planetarium. He taught the family Japanese
words and how to really cook delicious curry, and they
taught him how not to eat bacon with a fork.

The Gan Family enjoyed hosting Kashiwa student delegate Sayaka last
summer. Left photo: Savoring sweet treats around town with Sayaka at far left.
Right photo: Taking a few moments for a group shot in Santa Monica during a
beautiful day of fun and games at Pacific Park Amusement Pier and shopping
at nearby stores. Says mom Debbie, “We had such an amazing experience
hosting Sayaka and were so sad when it was over.”

TSCA News / April 2018
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English Teacher Report
By Alison Abraham

Reunion Under the Cherry Blossoms
As the cherry blossoms signal, spring is in full
swing and, in Japan, it’s de initely a time of new
beginnings—the new school year, new students
and new coworkers, and my personal favorite:
longer, warmer days.
One of the things I’ve learned is that in the Japanese school
system, teachers have to switch schools every few years.
It was a little bittersweet to learn that people I’ve only just
begun to work with a few months ago would be leaving, but
it’s exciting because I’ve gotten to meet many more people.
Surprisingly, Ichikashi’s new principal was the vice principal
six years ago during my irst trip to Japan! And one of the new
vice principals was my contact at the Kashiwa Board of
Education while I was still in the application process for my
travel visa. I’m not the only one meeting old acquaintances,
either. Many of the new teachers in the English of ice know
my other coworkers! So, even though this season of goodbyes
is quite sad, it’s a comfort to know that sometimes, the world
is smaller than it feels.
Speaking of reunions…over spring break, I met up with my
cousin who I hadn’t seen in over 10 years! She and my
grandma came to Kashiwa from the Philippines, and my mom
came from California. It was nice to take them around Tokyo
on the weekend and even better to take them around Kashiwa
and give them a small tour of Ichikashi while the cherry
blossoms were in full bloom. I was glad to taste my mom’s
cooking again. Though it feels like the time we were together
went by too quickly, just as the sakura’s blooming, I’m glad
we were able to make such wonderful memories. 

Alison Abraham began teaching at Kashiwa Municipal
High School (Ichikashi) in August 2017 as part of TSCA’s
3‐year English Teacher program. This program provides
the opportunity to live and work in Kashiwa while
learning about the Japanese language and culture.
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Top photo: My mom, grandma, and cousin under the sakura
trees at Ichikashi. Bottom photo: Group photo of Ichikashi’s
English Office staff celebrating my birthday! What a fun group!

Memories of Japan

Part 6 in a series of reports
from TSCA’s 2017 Delegation

Desserts in Japan
By Sydney Matsubara, Student Delegate
Japan—a country so in tune with its culture that even its
desserts have traditions intertwined within them. Going to
Japan changed my perspective on everything—my view of
people, culture, and everyday life was changed the moment I
stepped foot onto the rich land of Japan. But the desserts were
what left a lasting imprint in my mind...beautiful, simple, and
unique. Dessert, an item I once thought was universal to the
world, held more differences than I could have ever imagined.
Dessert is something that we in the United States see as a
reward or gift we treat ourselves to. However, in Japan, it is
seen more as a delicacy—something that is carefully crafted
and created not only for taste and beauty, but also to display
Japanese life and culture. Every little ingredient is carefully
woven into a masterpiece that signi ies different parts of the
country. The colors and textures used display the beauty seen
throughout Japan.

Here I am (left) in a Japanese dessert-making class that
my host family kindly arranged for me!

During my stay, I noticed that most of the sweets I had eaten all
had a similar taste. Even though they all had different lavors,
each gave me the same feeling inside.
Wagashi. Its literal translation is “Japanese confectionary.”
It is often eaten just before enjoying the tea made during a tea
ceremony. Wagashi was what I once thought of as one singular
type of sweet. I would soon ind out that the word wagashi
would be as general as the word “cake.” There are countless
different types of wagashi, varying in shape, color, texture,
lavor, and ingredients. Some are soft and chewy, while others
dissolve in your mouth and leave a layer of sweetness on your
tongue. This layer of sweetness combats the bitterness of the
matcha tea used during the tea ceremony, creating an indescrib‐
able experience. The most amazing thing about wagashi to me is
that every time I received a different sweet, it generated a whole
new kind of experience. Wagashi is a dessert that is always
changing, yet still has the Japanese culture hidden in it.
Japan is a place that was uninvaded allowing for the culture of
people to fully submerge themselves into everything within Ja‐
pan. This trip has changed the way I look at everything. You
can’t imagine how much a different country can impact you un‐
til you actually go there. It’s really eye opening to realize how
many differences there are in something as small as desserts.
Japan gives you the opportunity to experience a place so rich in
culture that it surrounds you everywhere you go. 

Here’s the fruit of our labor above. It was delicious!

Goofing around with my host family’s grandson.
TSCA News / April 2018
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Thank you to Bunka-Sai Volunteers!
On behalf of TSCA, thank you to our amazing volunteers—hundreds of individuals—who donated their
time and energy and provided much‐needed help at Bunka‐Sai 2018! The festival and our cultural
exchange program would not be possible without this community of support.
Wendy Ito, Bunka‐Sai Volunteer Coordinator

Thank You, Spam Musubi Team!
Thank you Aileen Willoughby, Chisato
Shimizu and Bonnie Nakamoto for being
part of the Spam Musubi team again!
You ladies made tasty and nice-looking
musubis on Saturday and Sunday.
We sold out all 600 Spam musubis and
had positive comments from guests.

Kudos to Desserts and Cotton Candy Booths
This year’s Bunka‐Sai was a sweet success—a weekend of good weather, good
friends, and good food. Many people came and appreciated the many cultural
activities, including eating mochi that we made and offered.

You worked tirelessly in a hot kitchen both
days, and cleaned up every last piece of
rice on the counter. As always, it was
fun to chit-chat and work with you.
Thank you for coming to help the students
go to Kashiwa again this year.
~ Reiko Higa, Spam Musubi Chair

Jenny and I want to thank the very talented bakers who made the delicious
mochi, cookies, and more: Mayuri, Susan, Sumi, Pam, Sindy, Lori, Marilyn,
Frances, Megan, Melissa, Yuki, Jialing, and Haimei. Thank you for 72 batches of
enticing desserts! Many thanks to our super sales team: Navin, Dick, Ada, and
student volunteers who nearly sold out all of the sweets. You did grrrreat! A big
shout‐out to Deanna and son Jake for their irst effort in staf ing the cotton candy
booth. They ran the booth smoothly, trained students, and made kids very happy.
Thank you for making Bunka‐Sai a success and supporting the student exchange
program. It was a wonderful weekend, and it was a pleasure working with you!
~ Shirley Tanaka, Desserts Chair

Thank you all Bunka-Sai volunteers!
Thank you for volunteering at Bunka-Sai 2018!
The TSCA student delegates and I are so appreciative
of all the work and dedication that sponsors us to go
to Kashiwa, Japan. We are beyond grateful for the
planning, preparing, working, cleaning up, and long
hours put in to support the 2018 Torrance Delegation.
Words cannot express how grateful and humbled we
are by your generosity! Domo arigato!

~ Chelsea Keys
2018 TSCA Adult Leader

Thank You, Big Raﬄe Volunteers!
Thank you to Marilyn Rubin, Frank Scotto, and
students from North High, South High, West High,
Torrance High, Casimir Middle School, and the
Girl Scouts for being a great help with the Big
Raf le! We couldn’t have done it without you!
~ Cindy Sco o, Big Raﬄe Chair

Expand Your Cultural Horizons
Host a student from
Kashiwa, Japan, for
1 week in August
(August 6-14 or August 16-23, 2018)

Share our American culture with a
student from Kashiwa for the
experience of a lifetime!

“Hosting was such an enriching experience, and a true
exchange of cultures. We played volleyball and board
games with our new ‘daughters,’ and they introduced us
to okonomiyaki. Yum!” ~ The Kuo Family

The students stay with two host families during their 18-day stay in Torrance. All daytime activities are planned
and hosted by the Torrance Sister City Association (TSCA). Host families are responsible for transporting their
students to and from the West Annex at City Hall each morning and late afternoon. Some weeknight activities are
planned and host families are welcome to join the fun! At all other times, the host families will arrange their own
activities and meals with their exchange student in accordance with TSCA guidelines. Each host family will have
one weekend to plan their own activities. Kashiwa students are able to communicate in English.
A Host Families orientation will be held in late June or early July.
QUESTIONS? Please contact Host Family Chair CHERYL YAMAUCHI at TSCAHostFamilyProgram@yahoo.com

TORRANCE SISTER CITY ASSOCIATION, INC.
HOST FAMILY INTEREST FORM
All ﬁrst‐ me applicants will be screened by TSCA

Name _________________________________________________________ Phone ____________________________
Address __________________________________________________________________________________________
Email ________________________________________ Emergency/Daytime Phone______________________________
We would prefer to host a Boy ________
Girl ________
Either ________
We would prefer to host a student from
August 6-14 ________
August 16-23 ________
Either week ________
Number in household _______________ List pets, if any __________________________________________________
Name of Adults _______________________________________________ Occupation ___________________________
_______________________________________________ Occupation ___________________________
Children
___________________________ M / F Age_____
__________________________ M / F Age_____
___________________________ M / F Age_____
__________________________ M / F Age_____
Others
____________________________________________________________________________________
Our family has participated in these TSCA Activities: Bunka-Sai___ Student Exchange Program___ Host Family Program___ Other ___
Please mail form to Torrance Sister City Association, Attn: Host Family Program, 3031 Torrance Blvd, Torrance, CA 90503

TORRANCE
SISTER CITY
ASSOCIATION

3031 Torrance Boulevard
Torrance, CA 90503


TORRANCE SISTER CITY ASSOCIATION

2018 Membership Application

Except for the Life Membership, all dues are in eﬀect from January 1 to December 31
Name ______________________________________________________
Address ____________________________________________________
City ___________________________State ____ ZIP Code ___________
Telephone (

Individual
Family
Suppor ng
Benefactor
Corporate
Life member

$20 per year
$40 per year
$75+ per year
$125+ per year
$200+ per year
$2,000+ (one‐ me dona on)

) _____________________ E‐mail address________________________________________

My membership is:

NEW

Directory Update:

RENEWAL
New address

I do not want to be listed in the TSCA directory
New telephone number

New e‐mail address

I am interested in par cipa ng in TSCA ac vi es ______________________________________
Enclosed is a donation to TSCA (in addition to my annual dues) in the amount: $______ Total enclosed: $_________
Make your check payable to TSCA and mail with this form to:

Torrance Sister City Associa on
c/o Community Services Department
3031 Torrance Blvd.
Torrance, CA 90503

If you have any ques ons about your membership, please email Reiko Higa at tscamembership@gmail.com
TSCA mee ngs are held on the second Monday of each month at the Civic Center West Annex Commission Room, 7 pm
(Excep ons: No mee ngs in August or December 2018)

