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Since 1973, the cities of
Torrance, California, and
Kashiwa, Japan, have enjoyed
a sister city partnership, with the
goal of furthering international
friendship across cultures.

Another year is coming to a close with many terri ic
memories. It’s been an honor to serve as president of
TSCA for the past two years. Working with our TSCA
members, City of Torrance employees, staff, and elected
of icials has been a great privilege, and I’m very grateful to all of them.
A big thank you to the TSCA Executive Board members: David Gelbaum,
Vice President; Cindy Scotto, Treasurer; and Wendy Ito, Secretary. David
always stepped up to chair many committees and made the Friday setup for
Bunka‐Sai a priority in his busy life; Cindy kept an eye on our inances,
secured signatures, paid the bills, and coordinated budgets for Bunka‐Sai
and August activities; and Wendy took meticulous notes for our board
minutes, provided excellent documentation for the Association meetings
and still participated in our board discussions. It was an amazing team and
such a pleasure to work with.
Two other crucial members of the board who contributed signi icantly to
TSCA’s success are Reiko Higa, Membership Chair, and Summer Nagano
Gray, editor of the monthly newsletter. Reiko faced the monumental task
of coordinating our membership (new and renewals), their associated
payments, and maintaining current addresses (both postal and email) for
our mailings and e‐newsletters. Summer’s creativity has resulted in an
engaging publication that really “pops.” Last year’s move to an electronic
newsletter not only saves on postage but allows all members and the
public‐at‐large to be engaged in TSCA’s activities at no cost.
Thank you also to Lori Chong Eurich who monitors and coordinates with
webmaster Nancy Hayata on updating our user‐friendly website. Our site
showcases archived newsletters and videos, features current applications
for our various activities, and posts open positions. It allows the public to
be involved with TSCA. In another capacity, Lori chairs the Teacher
Selection Committee, which has sent some excellent English teachers to
Kashiwa Municipal High School. You have probably read articles relating
the teachers’ many cultural experiences each month in our newsletter.
Shirley Tanaka has worn many hats for TSCA: Board member, Chair of
the Hospitality Committee, Chair/Manager of TSCA Cafe, and member of
various committees. Over the past ive years, Shirley has built the Cafe into
a very successful fundraiser for TSCA by supporting the Torrance Crafters
Guild Fairs. With the help of many loyal volunteers and her own family,
the Cafe provided snacks and lunch for the Guild and visitors to their Fair
continued on page 2 >>

CALENDAR
DECEMBER 8, 22, 25 & 29
City Hall Closed & Year-end holidays

JANUARY 1, 5, 15 & 19, 2018
City Hall Closed & Holidays

JANUARY 8
TSCA Association Meeting (7-9 pm)
City Hall West Annex
Commission Room
3031 Torrance Blvd
Torrance, CA 90503

JANUARY 13
Alumni Reunion Potluck (11 am-2 pm)
Ken Miller Recreation Center
3300 Civic Center Drive
Torrance, CA 90503

FEBRUARY 8-12
45th Anniversary Kashiwa Delegation
in Torrance

FEBRUARY 28
Membership Dues deadline
to be included in the printed
2018 TSCA Membership Directory

President’s Message
cont’d from page 1

twice a year. As Hospitality Chair, Shirley provided notes, cards, gifts and
lowers to members and families expressing our sympathies, condolences,
support and best wishes. Thank you, Shirley, for connecting TSCA to our
members and letting them know they are in our thoughts.
Thank you to the many TSCA members, community groups, school clubs
and individuals that contribute to the success of our most important fund‐
raiser—our Bunka‐Sai Japanese Cultural Festival. TSCA appreciates your
hours of preparation, time and labor—many donating their entire week‐
end, often working behind the scenes with little recognition. Each year,
you bake, grill, prepare, and present the food, and in one weekend, the
fruits of your labor provide the majority of the budget for our annual
Student Cultural Exchange program with Kashiwa, thus ensuring its
continued success. You leave after a couple of hours, a day or the weekend,
tired and exhausted, and return the following year to support our cause.
You are the foundation of this event and so greatly appreciated.
And inally, thank you to Donna Dunlap and Butch Ihde, and Steven Ihde
and Yuki Tsujii for all of their tremendous efforts with our August
activities! From the Welcome Reception, Square Dance/Chili Cook‐Off,
Hollywood Bowl, Dodger game, San Diego trip and more—so appreciated!
Thank you to all of our TSCA members and friends. Wishing you a joyous
holiday season and a healthy and happy New Year! 

Remembering Earl Mealins
By Gail Roule e

Torrance Sister City
Association
PRESIDENT
Werner Willoughby
VICE PRESIDENT
David Gelbaum
SECRETARY
Wendy Ito
TREASURER
Cindy Scotto

______________
Newsletter Editor
Summer Nagano Gray
Newsletter Distribution
Donna Dunlap

Comments or submissions?
Please send an email to
tscanewsletter@gmail.com
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Earl Mealins, TSCA president in 1999,
passed away November 8. Earl and his
family have been members of TSCA since
1985, when they began hosting Kashiwa
students for six years. During those
hosting years, the Mealins children went
to Kashiwa with the student delegation:
Amy in 1993 and Jason in 1997. Earl
continued to serve on the Board in 2000 after his presidency and chaired
numerous committees, including the Student Selection and Host Families.
He worked many a Bunka‐Sai and volunteered to lead several of the
daily activities for our Kashiwa students each year.
Earl was a Captain in the U.S. Merchant Marines who became interested in
Japan in the early ’60s when he irst sailed into Tokyo Bay. After that, he
returned many times for visits, lasting from a week to several months. He
and wife Kathy were part of TSCA’s 30th Anniversary delegation in 2002.
Active in Toastmasters for many years, Earl loved to tell stories. He often
expressed his appreciation for TSCA’s dedication in bringing our two
nations and cultures together through the Student Cultural Exchange and
other programs that help promote peace throughout the world.
Our deepest condolences go to the Mealins family along with appreciation
for Earl’s valued participation in and contributions to our organization. 

Membership News
By Reiko Higa, Membership Chair

NEW AND RENEWED MEMBERSHIPS
Life me ($2,000+/one‐time)

Family (cont’d)

Dona ons

Oriental Motor U.S.A
Cambra, May Ikeda
Chan Family, Kenneth
Dunlap‐Ihde Family
Henson, Mikko Haggott
Sekiguchi, Joh

Hardison, Lowell
Hargrove, Linda and Eunice
Higa, Reiko; PK and Ken Shrivastava
Hofer, Gary and Fusae
Ito, John, Wendy and Alex
Kang Family, Sindy and Greg
Komae, Kent and Jody
Peitzman, Fred and Ann
Reeve Family, Ron and Susan
Rubin, Marilyn and Sherwin
Shetti Family
Tanaka, Keith and Shirley
Yorizane, Eddie and Eileen

Gray, Robert, Summer,
and Jeremy ($10)
Ito, John, Wendy
and Alex ($10)
Larue, Julie ($5)
Reeve Family, Ron
and Susan ($60)
Yamauchi, Bryce
and Cheryl ($500) 
_________________________

Individual ($20/year)

Does your employer have a
Workplace Matching Gifts
program? If so, please consider
placing the Torrance Sister City
Association on the list.
We are a 501(c)(3) nonpro it
organization ‐ EIN 95‐3079582.

Benefactor ($125+/year)
Roulette, Ray and Gail
Scotto, Frank and Cindy

Suppor ng ($75+/year)
Jordan, Leah
Rappaport, Eve
Willoughby, Werner and Aileen
Yamauchi, Bryce and Cheryl

Family ($40/year)
Applegate, Bill and Linda
Druten, Jason, Yoko and Max
Fuller, Jeannie and Steve
Gan Family, Jason and Debra
Gelbaum, Ilene and Mark
Gelbaum, Randi and David
Gray, Bob, Summer and Jeremy
Han, Jill and Dai Sup

Ando, Frances
Gibson, Judy
Goodrich, Tim
Kaneshiro, Myrtle
Kilburn, Victor
Larue, Julie
Radomski, James
Webb, Donald
Weideman, Kurt

Thank you for joining or
renewing your membership
for 2018 and the generous
donations!

Membership questions?
Please call Reiko Higa at
(310) 619-4361 or e-mail
tscamembership@gmail.com.

Flashback: Host Family Memories with their 2017 Kashiwa Delegate

Longtime TSCA members Marilyn and Sherwin Rubin hosted Kashiwa Adult Leader Yukari Shimada in August 2017
TSCA News / December 2017
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Torrance Sister City Association

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP DRIVE
Have You Paid Your 2018 Membership Dues Yet?
There are several membership levels available — for every situation!

NEW

Paying your membership dues is faster
and easier than ever with PayPal!
www.torrancesistercity.org

Or complete the form below and mail it in with your check.
Deadline to be included in the printed TSCA Membership Directory is 2/28/18.


TORRANCE SISTER CITY ASSOCIATION

2018 Membership Application

Except for the Life Membership, all dues are in eﬀect from January 1 to December 31, 2018
Individual
Family
Suppor ng
Benefactor
Corpora on
Life member

Name ______________________________________________________
Address ____________________________________________________
City ___________________________State ____ ZIP Code ___________
Telephone (

$20 per year
$40 per year
$75+ per year
$125+ per year
$200+ per year
$2,000+ (one‐ me dona on)

) _____________________ E‐mail address________________________________________

I wish to receive my TSCA News newsle er by U.S Mail
My membership is:

NEW

Directory Update:

RENEWAL
New address

I do not want to be listed in the TSCA directory
New telephone number

New e‐mail address

I am interested in par cipa ng in TSCA ac vi es ______________________________________
Enclosed is a donation to TSCA (in addition to my annual dues) in the amount: $______ Total enclosed: $_________
Make your check payable to TSCA and mail with this form to:

Torrance Sister City Associa on
c/o Cultural Services Division
3031 Torrance Blvd.
Torrance, CA 90503

TSCA mee ngs are held on the second Monday of each month at the Civic Center West Annex Commission Room, 7 pm.
(Excep ons: No mee ngs in August or December 2018. The February and November mee ngs will be held on Tuesday, the 13th.)
ALL MEMBERS ARE WELCOME TO ATTEND AND GET INVOLVED!

Membership Commi ee Chair: Reiko Higa (310) 619‐4361 or tscamembership@gmail.com
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English Teacher Report
By Alison Abraham

Cold Hands, Warm Heart
It was only recently that I was
writing about how the days here
in Kashiwa are much longer and
warmer than those at home. Now,
they’re shorter and colder than
ever. I hear this is nowhere near
the lowest temperatures, but the
California blood in me says other‐
wise. I’ve started to stockpile the
“heat tech” undershirts and
leggings, and the students here at
Ichikashi have long traded in their
summer uniforms for their
sweaters and blazers.

has been so valuable to me. These
students are joyful and kind, hard‐
working and intelligent, and they
de initely have a passion for learn‐
ing and expanding their horizons.
It’s not hard to be proud of them.

I’m used to the winter being the
midway point for American schools,
but here in Japan, where the school
year starts in April, we’re actually
winding down toward the end.
But, that doesn’t mean we’re
any less busy.
Recently, a couple of our
students from Ichikashi
participated in an English
speech contest held at Reitaku
University right here in Kashiwa.
For weeks and weeks, Amie
(the other TSCA English teacher)
and I met with them after school
to practice their recitation and
pronunciation. Although we
didn’t bring home any prizes
(this time), it always inspires me
and ills me with pride to see the
culmination of their hard work.

Amie (right) and I (left) were so proud of our
Ichikashi students (center), who participated in
an English speech contest.

Dinner with (from right) Amie, Nakano-san, and Kevin.

Soon, the third‐year students
will stop attending classes as
they busy themselves with preparing for university
entrance exams. It’s bittersweet for me, knowing I only
got to spend so much time with them before they leave
Ichikashi, but I’m already looking forward to their
growth and accomplishments beyond high school.
Until recently, I only ever experienced being a student
going through life, but looking through a teacher’s lens

In other news, I’ve been taking
Japanese classes with Nakano‐san!
I met her for the irst time ive
years ago when I was a TSCA
student delegate. It’s heartwarming
to be reunited like this. I also inally
got to meet a former Ichikashi
English teacher from Torrance—
Kevin! Amie and I met up with him
and Nakano‐san for dinner one
night in Kashiwa, which was a very
enjoyable, very delicious occasion.
Hopefully, our busy schedules will
allow us all to meet again.
Although my own Japanese
skills are enough to just barely
get by, being immersed in the
language and receiving such
enjoyable lessons from
Nakano‐san makes learning
easier. The students and teach‐
ers at Ichikashi are also teaching
me new words and phrases
every day. One of my personal
goals is to be able to read manga
and “light novels” in Japanese by
this time next year. And, hope‐
fully, I can hold full conversa‐
tions with my coworkers in
complete Japanese! 

Alison Abraham began teaching at Kashiwa Municipal
High School (Ichikashi) in August 2017 as part of TSCA’s
3‐year English Teacher program. This program provides
the opportunity to live and work in Kashiwa while learn‐
ing about the Japanese language and culture.

TSCA News / December 2017
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Teach English

in Kashiwa, Japan

The Torrance Sister City Association seeks qualified
applicants for one high school English teacher
in Kashiwa, Japan, the Sister City of Torrance.
A minimum one-year contract runs from
August 1, 2018, to July 31, 2019. The contract is
renewable for a maximum three-year assignment.
Duties: Conduct and assist in a variety of English conversation
classes; assist with coordinating campus visits by parents,
administrators, and junior high students; and assist with
extracurricular activities, which may include judging and
assisting with speech contests, serving as adviser to the
English Conversation Club and business trips, and coaching
students for college interviews. Volunteer work with KIRA
(Kashiwa International Relations Association) and other
city groups may also be required.

Qualifications
Applicants must:
 Live or work in Torrance
 Be fluent in written and spoken English
 Hold a Bachelor’s degree plus a teaching credential
or have demonstrated teaching experience
 Possess a keen interest in the Japanese language
and culture
 Represent the Torrance Sister City Association and
foster the goals and objectives of the English Teacher
Exchange Program.

Torrance Sister City Association

Compensation
 Annual salary of
approximately 4,800,000
Japanese yen
 One-way airfare from
Los Angeles to Japan
 National health insurance
(deducted from
monthly salary)
 Subsidized housing and
transportation allowance
 Paid Japanese holidays
and personal days

To Apply
Please send resume,
cover letter, and two letters
of recommendation by
U.S. mail only.
Must be postmarked by
April 12, 2018, and received
by April 19, 2018.

Mail to:
Lori Chong Eurich, Chair
TSCA English Teacher
Selection Committee
c/o Community Services Dept.
3031 Torrance Blvd.
Torrance, CA 90503
Qualified applicants will be scheduled
for panel interviews in May. For more
information, call Lori Chong Eurich
at (310) 373-6146.

www.torrancesistercity.org

INVITATION

Meet the Kashiwa 45th Anniversary
Delegation in February 2018
Torrance and Kashiwa will be celebrating 45 years of friendship in 2018. Since the
inception of our sister city relationship, Anniversary trips have been coordinated every
five years between the two cities.
Kashiwa delegates will be visiting Torrance from February 8-12, 2018.
The TSCA 45th Anniversary Committee and the City of Torrance have worked together to
create an itinerary that will showcase the city, the surrounding area, and local history.
After an exciting four days in Torrance, the Kashiwa delegates will continue their trip
with a two-night stay in Las Vegas.
Torrance delegates will travel to Kashiwa from October 3-8, 2018. Details regarding
this exchange will be forthcoming to participants later next spring.
As in the past, these anniversary trips provide an opportunity to promote friendships
and increase understanding between our two cultures. During the Kashiwa
delegates’ stay in Torrance, there will be three opportunities to socialize with
old and new friends.
We hope you will participate in as many of the following activities as possible:

1
2
3

Anyone who has applied to be a Torrance Anniversary delegate in
October 2018 is expected to host two Kashiwa delegates for a home visit,
serving them dinner on Friday, February 9, 2018.
Another opportunity to meet and greet the 30 Kashiwa delegates will be
on Saturday, February 10, at the Palos Verdes Interpretive Center in
Rancho Palos Verdes. You are invited to join the delegates for lunch at
12 noon and tour the museum afterward. Please reserve your spot at
IhdeBat@aol.com now or anytime before February 1.
Regardless of whether or not you are traveling to Kashiwa next fall, we
encourage you to attend the Anniversary Sayonara Banquet on Sunday,
February 11. Look for your invitation in a blue envelope arriving in the mail
very soon – then send in your RSVP!

Torrance and Kashiwa have had a strong, positive relationship for nearly 45 years!
We encourage you to take advantage in making our Kashiwa guests feel welcome
and to make their time in Torrance an unforgettable memory.

TSCA News / December 2017
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Memories of Japan

Part 2 in a series of reports
from TSCA’s 2017 Delegation

A Different Kind of Wonderful — Special Needs in Japan
By Samantha Kuo, Student Delegate
Over the past few years, incredible
people have entered my life who’ve
sparked a desire to learn about
those affected by special needs
or disability.
While in Japan, I could only observe
those with special needs that I could
see visually from a distance due to
the communication barrier and
schedule limitations. To my pleasant
surprise, I was able to observe a lot,
and can only imagine how much
more I could learn if I had more time.
I noticed over 15 people with a phys‐
ically visible disability: people with
Down syndrome or in wheelchairs at
a train station, a festival, a castle, the
mall, a restaurant, a temple, and
Tokyo Disneysea. A lovely young
lady with special needs joined our
food sample‐making activity with her
parents, who showered her with love.
Architectural accessibility was almost
always available at the places we visited,
such as the raised yellow marks on side‐
walks to aid the hard of sight, the
spacious wheelchair‐friendly bathroom
with railed sinks, and ramped elevators.
One of my most memorable moments is
when my host family stopped by a
quaint library coffee shop at which two
men with special needs were working.
They were extremely kind, hard workers
who were mindful of others. I got to
share a short conversation full of laughs
with them (see top photo).

attitudes of the actual individuals I
met. Through prior research online,
I found many articles and interviews
which stated that in Japan, shame
is commonly associated with
disabilities, and that those with
special needs were segregated
from others as their needs were
viewed as being weak or inferior.
However, while in Japan, everyone
I met was incredibly compassionate
and caring to all the people in their
community. Strangers surrounding
those with special needs were very
patient and considerate. In an emo‐
tional conversation with my host
grandma, she shared that she feels
that we’re all equally human, and
should respect and treat one another
as such. I learned that unlike the cul‐
tural stigma, the actual individuals in
Japan were kind and loving towards
those with special needs.
I learned that the beauty of Japan doesn’t
just stop at its traditional festivals,
breathtaking countryside, magni icent
temples, delicious food, and elaborate
art. There is so much beauty found in the
people alone. What I remember most
about my trip is the unwavering love of
the Japanese citizens. They are a people
who seek to serve and care for those
around them.

This is a time in our society where
we need less division, and instead,
more unity, compassion, empathy, and
acceptance. We need to take the time to
focus on the value of others and seek to
Another favorite memory was our visit
understand their lives, however different
to a special needs classroom at Kashiwa
they may be. People in both America and Japan are slowly
Daichii Elementary School. I’ll never forget the children’s
faces of pure happiness, and the way that the teachers’ words realizing that those with disabilities are essential to the com‐
re lected genuine care, compassion, and pride towards their munity because they each have their own wonderfully unique
set of abilities that can greatly bene it society. Such individu‐
beautifully unique students (see bottom photo).
als aren’t simply “disabled”; they are “differently‐abled”… a
What surprised me the most was the stark contrast between
different kind of wonderful. 
what I understood to be a negative general perception of
special needs in the Japanese culture compared to the
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Kashiwa News

By Hisataka Takikawa

On November 19-23, KIRA held a photo exhibition of
international relations at its Palette Kashiwa headquarters.
The photo at left, taken by Masako Nakamura, won a prize
at the photo exhibition! The photo shows 2012 Torrance
Student Delegate Michelle Cordill (right) and Adult Leader
Mr. Dana Vinke (left) dancing the Kashiwa Odori at the local
summer festival, known as the Fuse Shinmachi.

Happy Birthday,

AMIE! 

In early December, teachers, administrators,
and students celebrated a special birthday
with Amie Komae (pictured with flower lei).
Since Amie’s three-year term as a TSCA
English Teacher at Kashiwa Municipal High
School will end in August 2018, this was her
last birthday celebration at the high school.

But the happy memories will linger on...
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TORRANCE
SISTER CITY
ASSOCIATION

3031 Torrance Boulevard
Torrance, CA 90503

Alumni Reunion Potluck
Saturday, January 13, 2018 ● 11 am - 2 pm
Ken Miller Recreation Center ● 3300 Civic Center Drive, Torrance
Everyone is welcome at our annual Alumni Reunion to celebrate the installation of our
new officers and board members. Meet the 2018 Partnership Award recipient and hear updates from
the 2017 Student Delegates and Adult Leader. Renew friendships, share favorite memories,
and enjoy tasty potluck dishes. Applicants for the 2018 student exchange program
will be attending to learn more about the trip of a lifetime.
Individuals or couples, please bring a dessert or a vegetable. Families, please bring a main dish
and a salad. Please bring serving utensils labeled with your name. Drinks will be provided.
Please feel free to wear your happi coat, yukata, or t-shirt from your year.
We’ll also be accepting membership renewals at the event.
For more information, contact Sindy Kang at kanggreg@gmail.com

We look forward to seeing you there!

