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Kashiwa News

Please welcome our new student representatives to the
Board of Directors, Jeremy Gray, West High School,
and Sydney Matsubara, South High School. Both were
delegates for 2017. The other six student delegates from
2017 will also remain active in TSCA in the following roles: Student Club
President Samantha Kuo and Vice President Harrison Reeve; Student
Selection Committee members Ethan Gan and Sako Makino; and
Bunka‐Sai Committee student club representatives Albert Fu and
Hannah Nakamoto.

Teach English in Kashiwa,
Japan: New Opportunity

7
8

Over the next three months, we will be publicizing the availability of
applications for the student exchange program.
The basic requirements are:

English Teacher Report



Any student who is a sophomore, junior or senior enrolled
in high school at the time of application or enrolled in
college and not older than 19 at the time of the trip.



The student must be a full‐time resident of the City of Torrance.

Membership Application

INSERT
Celebrate TSCA’s 45th Anniversary
in Kashiwa + Trip Application

___________________
Since 1973, the cities of
Torrance, California, and
Kashiwa, Japan, have enjoyed
a sister city partnership, with the
goal of furthering international
friendship across cultures.

The application is on our website at torrancesistercity.org.
If you have a son, daughter, neighbor or relative with the above quali ica‐
tions, this would be a “once‐in‐a‐lifetime experience” for that student.
It takes only a few minutes to download the application from our website,
then complete and submit by the deadline of December 18, 2017. It may
just result in friendships and memories that last forever. Since 1974, more
than 300 students from Torrance have participated in and enjoyed this
outstanding cultural experience, as well as served as hosts to an equal
number of students from Kashiwa. If you have any reservations about this
opportunity, please visit our website above and see the July and August
newsletters, which document our students’ recent visit to Kashiwa and the
Kashiwa students’ visit to Torrance. There are excellent videos from the
exchanges that will convince you of the value of this experience!
It has been a year since TSCA went to an e‐newsletter, thus saving TSCA
and the City of Torrance time, labor, and the cost of materials. Hard copies
are still available each month at the Katy Geissert Civic Center Library and
surrounding libraries, the Torrance Art Museum, City Hall and the Cultural
Arts Center, and the West Annex. We thank the City of Torrance for all of
their support and effort over the years with the distribution of our hard‐
copy newsletters. TSCA is now making every effort to be more ef icient
and inancially responsible.
continued on page 2 >>>

CALENDAR
OCTOBER 9
TSCA Association Meeting (7-9 pm)
City Hall West Annex
Commission Room
3031 Torrance Blvd
Torrance, CA 90503
Contact: Werner Willoughby
w.p.willoughby@gmail.com

OCTOBER 13 & 27
City Hall Closed

NOVEMBER 10, 23 & 24
City Hall Closed & Thanksgiving holidays

NOVEMBER 13
TSCA Association Meeting (7-9 pm)
City Hall West Annex
Commission Room
3031 Torrance Blvd
Torrance, CA 90503
Contact: Werner Willoughby
w.p.willoughby@gmail.com

President’s Message
cont’d from page 1

If you would like to receive or know someone who would like to receive
our e‐newsletter, please contact us at tsca.enews@gmail.com. Thank you
to Summer Nagano Gray, our editor, who has assembled awesome news‐
letters with an extensive display of color pictures and engaging format,
and Reiko Higa, our membership chair, who maintains our email list.
These two ladies have made the e‐newsletter possible! WE DO NOT
SHARE OUR EMAIL ADDRESSES WITH ANYONE!
Also, a belated thank you to Summer for undertaking the dif icult and
very time‐consuming project of creating a DVD documenting the August
activities. She included photos from the Sayonara Banquet taken the night
before the students left on Thursday, and I’m sure spent many hours well
into the morning burning the DVDs to present to the students at LAX that
morning! Thank you to Steven Ihde, our main photographer for August
activities, whose hundreds of photos were used on the DVDs! He has an
amazing photographic eye and his pictures will serve as a wonderful
memento for the Kashiwa students!
By the time you receive this newsletter, you should have received the
ballot for the new board members for 2018, proposed by the TSCA
Nominating Committee. Hopefully you were able to return your ballot. We
will announce the new board members in the next issue of TSCA News. 

DECEMBER 8, 22, 25 & 29
City Hall Closed & Year-end holidays
There is no TSCA Association
Meeting in December 2017

ADULT LEADER NEEDED
ADULT
LEADER NEEDED
FOR STUDENT CULTURAL EXCHANGE
FOR STUDENT CULTURAL EXCHANGE

Torrance Sister City
Association
PRESIDENT
Werner Willoughby



VICE PRESIDENT
David Gelbaum

Accompany up to 8 high school students to
Torrance’s sister city, Kashiwa, in July 2019.



Spend up to 3 exciting weeks in Japan
as an ambassador of goodwill!

SECRETARY
Wendy Ito
TREASURER
Cindy Scotto

______________
Newsletter Editor
Summer Nagano Gray
Newsletter Distribution
Donna Dunlap

Comments or submissions?
Please send an email to
tscanewsletter@gmail.com
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Consider being an Adult Leader for
TSCA’s Student Cultural Exchange Program!

TSCA News / October 2017

QUALIFICATIONS
 Be at least 26 years of age at the time of the trip
 Reside or work in Torrance
 Have a background working with youth
More information to come in the November issue
Application packets due December 4, 2017

www.torrancesistercity.org

Friendships Savored at
Sayonara Banquet

By Lori Chong Eurich, Banquet Chair

The Sayonara Banquet, the inal event of
the student cultural exchange program,
celebrated new friendships, fond memo‐
ries and memorable experiences at the
Toyota USA Automobile Museum on
August 23 with students, host families,
TSCA members, Mayor Pat Furey and
city of icials in attendance. The event
recognized and thanked the host families
for their kind hospitality with Councilman Mike Grif iths presenting
certi icates of appreciation.
TSCA president Werner Willoughby emceed the evening, which
included heartfelt speeches and many tears from each Kashiwa delegate
and the host families. Their speeches recalled special memories and all
the students shared that they want to return to Torrance. The student
delegates looked festive in their colorful yukatas and expertly
performed the Kashiwa odori (dance) around the room.

The Kashiwa and Torrance delegates at the
Sayonara Banquet share one last group photo.

Mayor Furey acknowledged and praised the efforts of all the members,
board members, volunteers and the community involved in making
the student cultural exchange program a big success and one of the
programs that makes the city proud.
A short video featuring the highlights of the Kashiwa trip was created
by student delegate Sako Makino, and Torrance adult leader Jeremy
Gerson put together a slideshow using photos taken by Steven Ihde,
a past adult leader.
A delicious sheet cake with a large color photo of the Kashiwa delega‐
tion was donated by Kirk Rossberg, owner of Torrance Bakery. The
photo was taken in front of the bakery during their visit, which included
cake decorating.

Kashiwa student delegate Maho Oyama thanks
her host families (the Kuo and Wheeler families)
for taking her on so many wonderful outings and
making her feel like family.

This was TSCA’s inal opportunity to utilize the Toyota USA Automobile
Museum due to its pending closure. TSCA greatly appreciates Toyota’s
support with the venue which has hosted our Chili Cook‐off and
Sayonara Banquet for many years. Our guests have enjoyed admiring
the amazing collection of cars on display.
Special thanks to Reiko Higa, banquet co‐chair ( lowers, reservations
and catering coordination), Yuki Tsujii (speech translation), Cheryl
Yamauchi and Hazel Taniguchi (check‐in), David Gelbaum (sound
tech), Donna Dunlap and Butch Ihde (table linen stewards), Sherwin
Rubin (cake pick‐up), Kirk Rossberg of Torrance Bakery (cake dona‐
tion) and Susan Sanborn, museum curator (event support). 
To view Torrance CitiCABLE’s (Aug 17-24, 2017) coverage of the Chili Cook-off
and Square Dance, log on to https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NM5UchgnxeE
&sns=em and cue up to 12:12 minutes to begin the segment.

Kashiwa student delegate Kana Horie
(purple yukata, seated) enjoyed a sayonara
meal with her host families (the Ihde-Dunlap and
Fu families). Mayor Pat Furey (center, standing)
and wife have also hosted student delegates
through the years.

TSCA News / October 2017
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Torrance Sister City Association
is looking for highly motivated Torrance residents who
are high-school sophomores through college freshmen,
19 years old and younger, to serve as cultural
ambassadors in the Student Cultural Exchange Program.
Since 1974, TSCA has sponsored hundreds of students
to represent the highest qualities of American youth in
Kashiwa, Japan, our sister city, for three unforgettable
weeks in July.
Download application at our website
Email: torrancesistercityinfo@gmail.com

 Promote international friendship
and understanding
 Become part of a family in
Kashiwa, Japan
 Visit modern Tokyo and the
ancient temples of Kyoto
 Gain understanding of Japanese
customs & daily life
 Experience Hiroshima
 Make lifelong friends and much,
much more!

APPLICATION must be postmarked by Monday, December 18, 2017

•

TorranceSisterCity.org

Kashiwa News
By Hisataka Takikawa

KIRA’s Torrance Committee set up a “Torrance booth” at this year’s KIRA Festival,
which was held on September 24. The KIRA Festival is the association’s
largest event. Many people visited the booth, and enjoyed shopping and
conversing with Torrance Committee members and the 2017 student delegates.
It was a successful event, and everyone enjoyed the day!

The 2017 student delegates and adult leader staff the Torrance booth at the KIRA Festival.
They were excited to provide booth visitors with firsthand knowledge of their experience in Torrance this past summer.

Left: Student delegates selling Torrance-related merchandise.
Right: Curious visitors stop by the Torrance booth.
TSCA News / October 2017
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Teach English

in Kashiwa, Japan

The Torrance Sister City Association seeks qualified
applicants for one high school English teacher
in Kashiwa, Japan, the Sister City of Torrance.
A minimum one-year contract runs from
August 1, 2018, to July 31, 2019. The contract is
renewable for a maximum three-year assignment.
Duties: Conduct and assist in a variety of English conversation
classes; assist with coordinating campus visits by parents,
administrators, and junior high students; and assist with
extracurricular activities, which may include judging and
assisting with speech contests, serving as adviser to the
English Conversation Club and business trips, and coaching
students for college interviews. Volunteer work with KIRA
(Kashiwa International Relations Association) and other
city groups may also be required.

Qualifications
Applicants must:
 Live or work in Torrance
 Be fluent in written and spoken English
 Hold a Bachelor’s degree plus a teaching credential
or have demonstrated teaching experience
 Possess a keen interest in the Japanese language
and culture
 Represent the Torrance Sister City Association and
foster the goals and objectives of the English Teacher
Exchange Program.

Torrance Sister City Association

Compensation
 Annual salary of
approximately 4,800,000
Japanese yen
 One-way airfare from
Los Angeles to Japan
 National health insurance
(deducted from
monthly salary)
 Subsidized housing and
transportation allowance
 Paid Japanese holidays
and personal days

To Apply
Please send resume,
cover letter, and two letters
of recommendation by
U.S. mail only.
Must be postmarked by
April 12, 2018, and received
by April 19, 2018.

Mail to:
Lori Chong Eurich, Chair
TSCA English Teacher
Selection Committee
c/o Community Services Dept.
3031 Torrance Blvd.
Torrance, CA 90503
Qualified applicants will be scheduled
for panel interviews in May. For more
information, call Lori Chong Eurich
at (310) 373-6146.

www.torrancesistercity.org

English Teacher Report
By Alison Abraham

New Beginnings...

Surrounded by students at my first English Conversation Club meeting!
It’s the tail end of summer here in Japan, and the days
are slowly cooling down.
I settled into my new apartment in the middle of
August, when the humidity and the heat were at an
overwhelming high, but I quickly adjusted to life and
work in Japan with the help of my mother, Amie
(the other English teacher from Torrance), my host
families, friends, and everyone I’ve since met at
Ichikashi and through the Kashiwa International
Relations Association.
At Ichikashi, we recently held a two‐day English camp
for the irst‐year students in Class A. They had the
opportunity to practice their English with teachers
from Portugal, India, and the United States through
games, activities, and fun presentations. In charge of
facilitating the camp, Amie and I watched as the
students came out of their shells and eagerly jumped
into unfamiliar territory. As a teacher, I found their
eagerness to make mistakes and learn from them
infectious and humbling.
Ichikashi is a lively place full of diverse students
and faculty. Every day when I walk down “the
approach” (the road to the front of school), I’m greeted
by sports clubs at morning practice and students

tending to the underbrush by the road. The halls are
illed with the echoing music of the brass band
members tuning and playing their instruments.
It’s a warm and special beginning to each day that
I’ve easily gotten used to.
But, there are still some things I’m not used to, like
the crowded trains at rush hour. Or, for example,
in the morning, the sun rises earlier than it does in
Torrance by over an hour, which makes for very long
days! But, that just means there’s more time to experi‐
ence more moments that will make me laugh, make me
smile, make me cry, make me never forget all the
precious days working at Ichikashi and living in this
beautiful country.
The adventure is only beginning, and in this place,
in the home away from home that’s always illed
my heart to the brim, I can see the whole world
spread out before me. 



Alison Abraham just began teaching at Kashiwa
Municipal High School (Ichikashi) in August 2017
as part of TSCA's 3‐year English Teacher program.
This program provides the opportunity to live and work
in Kashiwa while learning about the Japanese language
and culture.
TSCA News / October 2017
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TORRANCE
SISTER CITY
ASSOCIATION

3031 Torrance Boulevard
Torrance, CA 90503



TORRANCE SISTER CITY ASSOCIATION

2018 Membership Application

Except for the Life Membership, all dues are in eﬀect from January 1 to December 31
Individual
Family
Suppor ng
Benefactor
Life member

Name ______________________________________________________
Address ____________________________________________________
City ___________________________State ____ ZIP Code ___________
Telephone (

$20 per year
$40 per year
$75+ per year
$125+ per year
$2,000+ (one‐ me dona on)

) _____________________ E‐mail address________________________________________

My membership is:

NEW

RENEWAL

Directory Update: New address

I do not want to be listed in the TSCA directory
New telephone number

New e‐mail address

I am interested in par cipa ng in TSCA ac vi es ______________________________________
Enclosed is a donation to TSCA (in addition to my annual dues) in the amount: $______ Total enclosed: $_________
Make your check payable to TSCA and mail with this form to:

Torrance Sister City Associa on
c/o Community Services Department
3031 Torrance Blvd.
Torrance, CA 90503

If you have any ques ons about your membership, please email Reiko Higa at tscamembership@gmail.com
TSCA mee ngs are held on the second Monday of each month at the Civic Center West Annex Commission Room, 7 pm
(Excep ons: No mee ngs in August or December 2018)

Celebrate TSCA’s 45th Anniversary
in Kashiwa | October 3-8, 2018
ELIGIBILITY
This trip is only for adult members of TSCA. Thirty (30) delegates
will be the maximum allowed. If there are more than 30 applicants,
the 45th Anniversary Committee reserves the right to make the
final selections. All applicants will be notified by email from
the committee chair.

TRIP COST
Approximately $1,711 per person (single room) and $1,531 per
person (double room). This includes round-trip airfare, hotel in
40th Anniversary delegates in Kashiwa
Kashiwa with American or Japanese breakfast, and transfers to
and from Narita airport. Cost subject to change. Payment must be
made by check payable to ANA. Credit card payments are subject
to an additional 3% charge. All other trip expenses are the responsibility of the delegate(s).

ITINERARY


Leave LAX on Wednesday, October 3, 2018, via All Nippon Airways (ANA). Arrive in Japan on
Thursday, October 4, 2018.



Hotel accommodations: Kashiwa Crest Hotel (four-night stay).



Schedule: Planned by the Torrance Committee of the Kashiwa International Relations Association.
Details to be provided at the first orientation meeting.



Leave Kashiwa on Monday, October 8, 2018, and arrive at LAX the same day.

TRIP EXTENSIONS
Trip extensions will require six (6) or more people returning on the same date at the same group rate.
Those extending their trip may go on their own after the official trip but must return to LAX on the
same day/plane as others who are extending. For assistance with trip extensions, call Julie Tran
at ANA at (310) 533-5450.

IMPORTANT INFORMATION


Send in your completed application form by December 1, 2017. Couples may use one form.
Be sure to indicate rooming preference. No payment needed with application.
All deposits and payments will be collected at a later date.



All selected delegates must attend two orientation meetings, tentatively planned for
July and August 2018.



All selected delegates must participate in the Kashiwa delegates’ visit to Torrance from
February 8-12, 2018, by hosting a home visit on Friday, February 9, 2018 (provide dinner
for a Kashiwa delegate) and attending the banquet on February 11, 2018.

Interested in applying for this trip? Complete the Application on the back >>>
QUESTIONS?
Contact Lori Chong Eurich at lace167@hotmail.com or Hazel Taniguchi at (310) 328-1238.

Application for 45th Anniversary Trip
Celebrating Torrance and Kashiwa’s Sister City Friendship

October 3-8, 2018
This anniversary trip is for adult members of TSCA. The trip will be short but very busy.
Each day will be filled with scheduled activities that include walking at a fast pace,
standing, and climbing stairs. Applicants need to be in good health and able to
adjust to differences in time, weather and new foods.

Deadline to apply: December 1, 2017
(Notification of selection will follow)
Please print.

Name(s)____________________________________________________________________________________
Address ________________________________________ City/ZIP ____________________________________
Phone # ________________________________ Email _____________________________________________
Please complete all sections clearly.
1) Member of TSCA? _________________________ For how long? _________________________________
2) City of Torrance staff? ____________ Current position _________________________________________
3) What TSCA activities have you participated in? _______________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
4) Have you been to Kashiwa or Japan before? (If Yes, number of times, when and where)
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
5) Why are you interested in going on this trip?
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
6) What is your room preference: Single or Double? If Double, with whom would you like to room
(if not a couple) __________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
Mail Application to:
Torrance Sister City Association
c/o Cultural Services Division
3031 Torrance Blvd., Torrance, CA 90503
ATTN: 45th Anniversary

