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Since 1973, the cities of
Torrance, California, and
Kashiwa, Japan, have enjoyed
a sister city partnership, with the
goal of furthering international
friendship across cultures.

Over the last two months, many individuals and groups in
Torrance and Kashiwa have worked together, establishing
friendships, and absorbing each other’s cultures. On behalf of
TSCA, many thanks to the Kashiwa International Relations
Association, its Torrance Committee Liaison Hisataka Takikawa, and its
Chairperson Masahiko “Mike” Arai for their assistance in supporting these goals.
We owe a debt of gratitude to the many members of the Torrance Committee and
people of Kashiwa, especially their host families, who provided our Torrance
students and their adult leader with such a fabulous experience.
Thanks to the members of the TSCA August Activities Committee, who helped to
plan this year’s activities: Steven Ihde, Butch Ihde, Donna Dunlap, Lori Chong
Eurich, Wendy Ito, and David Gelbaum. At the irst activity, the Welcome
Banquet, the Kashiwa delegation was presented with stylish bags compliments of
the City of Torrance. All of the goodies inside were due to the hard work and effort
of Shirley Tanaka, who secured the many donations. Thanks very much, Shirley!
Many thanks to the wonderful translators who were available at so many
activities: Aki Tsurukami, Keiko Clark, Reiko Higa, Yuki Tsujii, Jennifer
Hirashiki, and Sako Makino. We appreciate the generous donation of your time
and expertise in facilitating communication.
Arigato gozaimasu to the activity leaders and TSCA members who helped make
contacts and arrangements with various venues, led the tours, and/or provided
support materials for the many successful experiences: Steven Ihde, Butch Ihde,
Donna Dunlap, Michelle Heredia, Reiko Higa, Stephanie Ewing Warner,
Wendy Ito, Lori Chong Eurich, David Gelbaum, Teri Kuwahara, Paul
Mayemura, Jeremy Gerson, Nikola Stojcic, Debbie Simpson Hayes, Janet
Payne, and Linda Canada (Past President of the Japanese American Historical
Society of San Diego and West High graduate). A special thank you to Steven Ihde,
assisted by Yuki Tsujii and Jen Hirashiki, for leading the San Diego tour for three
days and two nights. If you saw the pictures that Steven took, you know they had a
great time—fun, cultural, and educational. Thank you, Steven!
Thanks also to the City of Torrance Transit Department and the many excellent
drivers for transporting us throughout Torrance and the Greater Los Angeles area.
Much appreciation to those behind the scenes who made this all happen: the
City of Torrance personnel—Eve Rappoport, Debbie Collins, and Zulma Gent—
for expediting our needs with Central Services, the Mayor’s Of ice, and our Council
Members; and Lisa Morales and her staff, Loretta and Elizabeth, for helping us to
secure venues.
Thanks to Toyota USA Automotive Museum and Director Susan Sanborn and her
staff for their warm and supportive hospitality at the Square Dance/Chili Cook‐Off
and Sayonara Banquet. On a sad note, the Sayonara Banquet was the last time that
we will be able to enjoy the Museum. With the move of Toyota’s North American
continued on page 2 >>>

CALENDAR
SEPTEMBER 1, 4, 15 & 29
City Hall Closed & Labor Day Holiday

SEPTEMBER 11
TSCA Association Meeting (7-9 pm)
City Hall West Annex
Commission Room
3031 Torrance Blvd
Torrance, CA 90503
Contact: Werner Willoughby
w.p.willoughby@gmail.com

OCTOBER 9
TSCA Association Meeting (7-9 pm)
Same venue as Sept 11 meeting

IT’S ELECTION SEASON!
Elections for new members
of the TSCA Board of Directors
will be held in October.
Please keep an eye out for
your ballots, which should be
arriving in your mailboxes soon.
~ David Gelbaum
Nominating Committee Chair

Torrance Sister City
Association
PRESIDENT
Werner Willoughby
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David Gelbaum
SECRETARY
Wendy Ito
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Cindy Scotto

______________
Newsletter Editor
Summer Nagano Gray
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Donna Dunlap
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Please send an email to
tscanewsletter@gmail.com
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President’s Message
cont’d from page 1

Headquarters to Plano, Texas, this wonderful facility (which has been the home
of many memories over the past several years) will no longer be available to us.
As a reminder, last year Susan was recognized for her very generous support of
TSCA and received our Partnership Award. Thank you so very much, Susan, for
your commitment to TSCA. We will miss you very much!!
Speaking of the Sayonara Banquet, kudos to Reiko Higa and Lori Chong
Eurich for their time, planning, and commitment to so many details, from the
program, seating, inances, and arrangements with the caterer. I heard nothing
but wonderful comments about the banquet and the selection of a new caterer.
Thank you, Butch and Donna, for the recommendation. What a showcase for
emotions, goodwill, and love for the summer and year.
Our eight Torrance students, and their adult leader hosted their Kashiwa
counterparts and were fantastic ambassadors of friendship and goodwill.
Thank you to Albert Fu, Ethan Gan, Jeremy Gray, Samantha Kuo, Sako
Makino, Sydney Matsubara, Hannah Nakamoto, Harrison Reeve, and
Adult Leader Jeremy Gerson.
To the parents of these students and host families, thank you for your support of
the many TSCA activities and for your willingness to contribute to the exchange
program with your time and effort as hosts to the Kashiwa delegation: Jeff and
Rachael Fu, Butch Ihde and Donna Dunlap, Ron and Susan Reeve, Dana
Cortez and Leo Barragan, Bob and Karen Wheeler, Hiro and Jen Hirashiki.
Bryce and Cheryl Yamauchi, Kane and Amy Kuo, Jeremy and Jennifer
Gerson, Jason and Debbie Gan, Bob and Summer Gray, Sherwin and Marilyn
Rubin, Scott and Bonnie Nakamoto, Akihisa and Mayu Makino, and Paul and
Kathi Matsubara. TSCA is very grateful to you for opening your homes,
providing meals, making that special effort to expose your guests to many
venues and experiences that supplemented and enhanced our activities and,
most importantly, your personal interactions and conversations with your
guests. A special thank you to the Reeve, Kuo and Cortez/Barragan families for
hosting two rounds of Kashiwa guests!
Also, very important was the organization and selection of the host families,
which contributes greatly to the successful interaction the guests experience.
This process involved compiling all of the data about each guest and each host
family and then pairing them by taking into account the guests’ interests,
gender, possible health concerns, pets, occupations, and ages of the family
members. Many thanks to Michelle Heredia for assuming the challenge of
coordinating the home stays. Thank you very much, Michelle!!
Again, as in 2006 and 2011 through 2016, Teri Kuwahara did a wonderful job
of producing and updating another custom Tour Book, which contains pictures
and the history of all the venues and activities. This has always been a treasured
memento for our Torrance students and their guests from Kashiwa.
Thank you to TSCA treasurer Cindy Scotto for keeping track of our inances,
writing and cashing checks, distributing money to the activity leaders in time for
each activity, and making reimbursements. We appreciate your support, Cindy!
As expressed by the emails from the Kashiwa and Torrance parents and commit‐
tee members, the daily posting of photos of the activities, usually on the same
day, were enjoyed by all. On behalf of all, thank you to Steven Ihde, Rachael and
Jeff Fu, Summer Gray, and David Gelbaum for the most extensive activity
coverage ever. You’re the man, Steven!
I extend my deepest gratitude to the groups, venues, and to all of the individuals,
(including those that I inadvertently did not mention) for their time, effort and
support to make this year’s August activities a success! 

Welcome New City Liaison for TSCA
TSCA is pleased to introduce Michael Field as its new city liaison—part of his newly
accepted duties as Senior Supervisor for the Cultural Services Division within the Community
Services Department for the City of Torrance. He began serving in this role on July 5.
“Michael Field brings outstanding leadership and management skills to the Cultural Services
Division,” says Cultural Services Division Manager Eve Rappoport, adding “He adds a depth of
experience in the arts to his new position that I am con ident will bene it both the Cultural
Services Division and the community.”
Prior to joining the city, Michael was Director of Marketing for the premier arts presenter in
Long Beach (Richard and Karen Carpenter Performing Arts Center at CSULB), served within
Michael Field
the leadership teams for the marketing and education departments at Orange County’s Tony
Award‐winning theatre (South Coast Repertory), and was Associate Managing Director at
Yale Repertory Theatre while receiving his MFA in Theatre Management at the Yale School of Drama.
In accepting the appointment, Michael shares, “I want to thank the City of Torrance for this opportunity. I also
want to thank the community for its ongoing interest and support of the programs provided by the Cultural
Services Division. I look forward to engaging community members, welcoming them to activities and events,
and sharing their passion for arts and culture. It’s an honor to work with the amazing team within TSCA in
addition to my colleagues at the Community Services Department.” 

Alumni Update

Celebrating 45 Years of Friendship

Congratulations to

Jenny Tanaka
(Student Delegate,
2005) and Afzal
Russell Hossain,
who were married
on July 15, 2017.
Their ceremony
was held at the Oak
Canyon Nature
Center in Anaheim
Hills, and was followed by a backyard
wedding reception.
After a honeymoon in Hawaii, the couple is now
back home in Torrance.
Jenny and Afzal met as classmates at North High School.
Jenny is in her fourth year of teaching third grade at
York Elementary School in Hawthorne, where she was
named “Teacher of the Year” last year. Afzal works in
revenue management at DaVita.

We wish this fine couple all the very best
as they begin their new life together!
~ Gail Roulette

Torrance and Kashiwa
will be celebrating 45
years of sister city friendship in 2018. Every five
years, an anniversary is
celebrated.
Adult delegates from
Kashiwa will be in Torrance from February 8-12, 2018.
Activities are being planned now by TSCA and city
officials. Adult delegates from Torrance will be in Kashiwa
from October 3-8, 2018. The Kashiwa International
Relations Association, its Torrance Committee, and
Kashiwa city officials are also planning activities.
TSCA’s 45th Anniversary Committee members are
John Jones, Eve Rappoport, and Michael Field from
the Community Services Department; Viet Hoang from
the City Manager’s Office; and Werner Willoughby,
former Mayor Frank Scotto, Cindy Scotto, Lori Chong
Eurich, Donna Dunlap, Kerry Cababa, and Hazel
Taniguchi from TSCA.
The leaders in both cities are doing a fantastic job with
mutually established programs and continuing this longlasting friendship of 45 years. Look for more information
in upcoming issues of the TSCA newsletter.
~ Hazel Taniguchi
Advisor, 45th Anniversary Committee
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Kashiwa Delegates in Torrance 2017
In August, just after the Torrance student delegates returned from their trip to Japan,
it was time for the Kashiwa student delegates to visit Torrance for three weeks
as part of the Kashiwa-Torrance sister city student cultural exchange program.
Along with their 2017 Adult Leader Yukari Shimada, the students—Takumi Hagiwara, Kana Horie,
Manami Kitazawa, Sae Nagatsuma, Maho Oyama, Yukina Shintani, Sayaka Tamura,
and Akiko Yanagi—lived with Torrance host families, were introduced to many new cultural
experiences, and enjoyed a packed agenda of activities. Among the activities were meeting the
Torrance mayor, riding a bike along the beach, listening to music at the Hollywood Bowl, watching a
Dodgers baseball game, touring King’s Hawaiian Bakery and decorating cakes at Torrance Bakery,
visiting Hollywood, UCLA, Little Tokyo, Disney’s California Adventure, and taking a trip to San Diego.
Pictured here are some of their activities...

To view Torrance CitiCABLE’s (August 10-17) coverage of the Welcome Banquet, log on to
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rHAZ2LsRx4k&app=desktop and cue up to 3:25 minutes to begin the segment.
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New English Teacher Arrives in Japan
In August, Alison Abraham, TSCA’s new English teacher, arrived in Japan to
begin her tenure at Kashiwa Municipal High School, also known as Ichikashi.
At the airport, she received a warm welcome from current TSCA English
teacher Amie Komae (top photo), as well as Tanaka‐sensei, Kaneko‐san
from the Board of Education, and Kuwabara‐sensei (middle photo). In the
photo below, she is introduced to students during the school’s Fall Opening
Ceremony (notice the students sitting in such perfectly straight rows!).
Here is an excerpt from Alison’s Introductory speech:
Amie

“Good morning, everyone. My name is Alison Abraham...I studied
English and Communication Studies and also worked as a university
writing tutor, which helped me realize my passion for teaching.
“I have been to Japan ive times in total...the irst time I came to Japan
and to Ichikashi was ive years ago as a student with the TSCA‐KIRA
exchange program.

Tanakasensei

Kanekosan

Kuwabarasensei

Best wishes,
Alison, as you
begin this
exciting new
position at
Ichikashi!

“Today it is my honor and privilege to return to Ichikashi as a teacher.
I look forward to teaching writing and getting to know everyone in the
coming years. Thank you for welcoming me to your school.
I am so happy to be here.” 

Alison

Boots ‘n’ Bows Square Dance Club
Invites you to join us!
Class starts Wednesday,

September 27, 2017

6:30-8:00 pm: Beginner’s Class | 8:00-9:00 pm: Plus-level Class
First class FREE for Beginners (Regular fees: Beginners $7; Club Members $5)
We welcome Singles, Couples, and Families (children 8+ with parents)
Location: Torrance Women’s Club (1422 Engracia Ave, Torrance)

For more info: Call Heather at (310) 371-6572
or log on to www.bootsandbows.net

Your Teacher/Caller

DALE HOPPERS
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TORRANCE
SISTER CITY
ASSOCIATION

3031 Torrance Boulevard
Torrance, CA 90503



TORRANCE SISTER CITY ASSOCIATION

2017 Membership Application

Except for the Life Membership, all dues are in eﬀect from January 1 to December 31
Individual
Family
Suppor ng
Benefactor
Life member

Name ______________________________________________________
Address ____________________________________________________
City ___________________________State ____ ZIP Code ___________
Telephone (

$20 per year
$40 per year
$75+ per year
$125+ per year
$2,000+ (one‐ me dona on)

) _____________________ E‐mail address________________________________________

My membership is:

NEW

RENEWAL

Directory Update: New address

I do not want to be listed in the TSCA directory
New telephone number

New e‐mail address

I am interested in par cipa ng in TSCA ac vi es ______________________________________
Enclosed is a donation to TSCA (in addition to my annual dues) in the amount: $______ Total enclosed: $_________
Make your check payable to TSCA and mail with this form to:

Torrance Sister City Associa on
c/o The Community Services Department
3031 Torrance Blvd.
Torrance, CA 90503

If you have any ques ons about your membership, please email Reiko Higa at tscamembership@gmail.com
TSCA mee ngs are held on the second Monday of each month at the Civic Center West Annex Commission Room, 7 pm
(Excep ons: No mee ngs in August or December 2017)

