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I would like to invite you to participate in as many of the
August activities as possible. Come and meet the Torrance
and Kashiwa student delegates; introduce yourselves—
they would love to meet you. Favorite activities among
TSCA members and friends are the Welcome Reception, Square Dance and
Chili Cook‐Off, Dodger baseball game, Hollywood Bowl, and the Sayonara
Banquet. The order form and detailed calendar are in the July issue of the
newsletter. Short on time, last‐minute decision, can’t get the form to us?
Please contact me at w.p.willoughby@gmail.com if you have any questions.
Please note the ads for the Square Dance and Sayonara Banquet in this
issue, both are very memorable events. Reservations for these two events
can be made at the Welcome Reception. Two other activities that are peren‐
nial sellouts are the Dodger baseball game and the Hollywood Bowl concert.
There still may be tickets available; send in your order form or see if tickets
are available at the Welcome Reception. Both the bus ride and a ireworks
display are included with the cost of the ticket.
Almost 50 TSCA people followed our delegation daily by viewing many
great photos as they traveled throughout Japan. Please see the photos in
this issue and note the smiles—they were having a great time! Photos
were compliments of Seiichi Miyata and Hisataka Takikawa.
continued on page 2 >>>

___________________
Since 1973, the cities of
Torrance, California, and
Kashiwa, Japan, have enjoyed
a sister city partnership, with the
goal of furthering international
friendship across cultures.

Many thanks to our 2017 Host Families for extending their kind hospitality to the Kashiwa
delegation. Thank you for opening up your homes and sharing our American way of life.

CALENDAR
AUGUST 4 & 18
City Hall Closed

AUGUST 7—AUGUST 24
Kashiwa Student Delegates in Torrance
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Aug 7 - Welcome Reception Potluck
Aug 9 - Square Dance/Chili Cook-Off
Aug 10 - Hollywood, UCLA tours
Aug 11 - Dodgers Game
Aug 18 - Hollywood Bowl
Aug 21 - Disney California Adventure
Aug 22 - Little Tokyo tour
Aug 23 - Sayonara Banquet Dinner

SEPTEMBER 1, 4, 15 & 29
City Hall Closed & Labor Day Holiday

SEPTEMBER 11
TSCA Association Meeting (7-9 pm)
City Hall West Annex
Commission Room
3031 Torrance Blvd
Torrance, CA 90503
Contact: Werner Willoughby
w.p.willoughby@gmail.com

OCTOBER 13 & 27
City Hall Closed

Torrance Sister City
Association

President’s Message
cont’d from page 1

On behalf of TSCA, the delegates, delegates’ parents, and the people of
Torrance, I would like to express our heartfelt gratitude to the Kashiwa
International Relations Association (KIRA), its Torrance Committee, the
18 host families and, in general, the people of Kashiwa and Japan, for
making the “trip of a lifetime” possible. Each of the Kashiwa host families
opened their home and hearts to one of our delegates for nine days. The
many meals, countless interactions with all the family members—parents,
sons and daughters, grandparents, and pets—all “adopted” our delegates
and made them feel like they were “family.” To all of you, thank you so
much for your support of TSCA!
The following Torrance families are opening their home and sharing their
hospitality with our Kashiwa guests, and TSCA is very grateful for your
generosity: Barragan/Cortez, Fu, Gan, Gerson, Gray, Hirashiki, Ihde/
Dunlap, Kuo, Makino, Matsubara, Nakamoto, Reeve, Ruben, Wheeler,
and Yamauchi. Thank you so much!!
A special thank you to Michelle Heredia, who compiled all the data for the
Kashiwa delegates and our Torrance host families, making the best match
possible for our guests. TSCA is grateful for your time and many emails and
phone calls that are critical in making this exchange possible. The host
family portion of our exchange program is so very important to its success!
Thank you, Michelle, for your commitment to our host families and TSCA.
Best wishes to Alison Abraham, our new English teacher at Kashiwa
Municipal High School. In college, she specialized in English and writing
and served as a TSCA student delegate in 2012.
Finally, a big thank you to Reiko Higa, our membership chair, on the
release of the new membership directory. Keeping track of so many
names, addresses, and email addresses…what a challenge. We appreciate
your dedication to organizing all the data for the directory and support
of our e‐newsletter. 

I look forward to seeing you at the August activities!

PRESIDENT
Werner Willoughby



VICE PRESIDENT
David Gelbaum
SECRETARY
Wendy Ito
TREASURER
Cindy Scotto

______________
Newsletter Editor
Summer Nagano Gray
Newsletter Distribution
Donna Dunlap

Comments or submissions?
Please send an email to
tscanewsletter@gmail.com
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Membership News
By Reiko Higa, Membership Chair

Family ($40/year)

Corporate ($250/year)

Shintani, Ron, Patsy,
and Melissa

Torrance Re ining Company,
Barbara Graham

Thank you for joining or renewing your membership for 2017
Please contact Reiko Higa at tscamembership@gmail.com
or call (310) 619-4361 for questions regarding membership or donations

Memories of Japan

Compiled by Gail Roulette

Final part in a series of reports from TSCA’s 2016 Delegation

Meibutsu — Regional Cuisine and Handicrafts
By Jennifer Hirashiki, Adult Leader
In Japan, the term for foods (and handicrafts) speci ic
to an area, region, or country is meibutsu. The word
translates to “famous item.” Each year, domestic and
international travelers visit different regions in order
to taste some of these delicious treats. Many times the
items are seasonal as well.
All 47 prefectures in Japan have some sort of meibutsu.
In fact, Japan has more regional food items than any‐
where else in the world. While Kashiwa does not have
a special food, Chiba Prefecture has a few tasty food
meibutsu. I had the chance to try a peanut‐shaped
sweet, as well as soft senbei. The soft senbei had a soy
sauce taste. The peanut was illed with sweet white
bean paste. Both were delicious.
I ind the idea of meibutsu to be really great. It encour‐
ages people to travel, see different areas of their coun‐
try and give respect to meibutsu creators. This tradition
spurs social interest and enthusiasm for all ages! 

Left photo: Here I am holding a plate of homemade
buckwheat soba noodles, a traditional Japanese dish.
Right photo: Miwa Mayemura (right, a 2016 student delegate)
and I sampled many types of popcorn that can
only be found at Tokyo Disney Sea.

A Fond Farewell to Stephanie

A message from Tanaka-Sensei at Ichikashi to Lori Chong Eurich, chair of TSCA’s English Teacher Selection Committee
Hi, Lori-san!
Yesterday Stephanie left Ichikashi. We all
miss her very much. When she left Ichikashi at
5:40 pm, a lot of students and teachers came out
of the school building to say farewell.
Thanks to TSCA for giving us the wonderful
opportunity to work and study with Stephanie
for three years!
Soon Kashiwa delegation members will visit
Torrance; two of them were my students. Sayaka
was my student at Nishihara Junior High, and
Takumi was at Ichikashi. 
Stephanie Mikamo (front row, center) taught at Kashiwa Municipal High School
(Ichikashi) since August 2014 as part of TSCA's 3-year English Teacher program.
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Torrance Delegates in Japan 2017
,

For three weeks in July, TSCA’s eight student delegates enjoyed their “trip of a lifetime”
as part of the Kashiwa‐Torrance Sister City student cultural exchange program.
Along with their 2017 Adult Leader Jeremy Gerson, the students—Albert Fu, Ethan Gan,
Jeremy Gray, Samantha Kuo, Sako Makino, Sydney Matsubara, Hannah Nakamoto, and
Harrison Reeve—lived with two different Japanese host families and had a chance to meet
and bond with the Kashiwa delegates. Torrance delegates were introduced to many
new cultural experiences, and enjoyed a whirlwind of activities, such as meeting the Kashiwa mayor,
performing the Japanese tea ceremony, making soba noodles, visiting schools and a ire station,
learning karate and Japanese calligraphy, playing taiko and the koto, participating in the Kashiwa
Matsuri odori (Japanese dance contest), and taking side trips to Hiroshima, Kyoto, and Tokyo.
Pictured here are some of their activities...
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Torrance Delegates in Japan 2017
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A Gift of Poetry
The Torrance Sister City Association extends its gratitude to Tomoko Takikawa, KIRA member,
for the beautiful, hand-calligraphed poem she created and gifted to TSCA.

Translation
[See Mèng Hàorán off at the Huáng Hè Lóu]
An old friend, Mè ng Hà orá n, said farewell to the Huá ng Hè Ló u in the west side,
And go down to Yangzhou (by boat) in March, a spring haze is hanging over the ields.
The igure of his sailboat disappears beyond the deep blue sky.
After all, I just see the Yangtze River lowing to the end of the sky.
Editor’s Note: The Huáng Hè Lóu, or Yellow Crane Tower, is a traditional Chinese tower located in Wuhan, central China.
It sits on the banks of the Yangtze River.
TSCA News / August 2017
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Member Update
This past Father's Day, the Kaneko and
Maroney families continued their friendship
with more exchanges.
Jill Maroney's cousin, Tom Comerford, was in
Tokyo for two days and was taken on a wonderful
sightseeing tour by Yoko Kaneko. Almost simulta‐
neously, Naoya Kaneko joined the Maroney family
in June for their Father's Day celebration. Matt
Medlock, who is another Kaneko host brother,
joined in on the fun.

Photo at right, clockwise >>> Naoya Kaneko (black T-shirt),
Jill Maroney (TSCA Adult Leader 2005) holding Henry Ain,
Adrian Maroney (TSCA exchange student 2007,
hosted by the Kanekos), and Naoya’s girlfriend Emiri.

A Father’s Day celebration!
Pictured, from left to right, back row: Naoya Kaneko, Emiri, Mark Maroney, Delilah Ain,
and Farris Ain; middle row: Ada's friend Ebner, Ada Smisek, Dick Smisek, Jill Smisek
Maroney (holding Henry Ain), Rachel Maroney Ain (TSCA exchange student 2001,
made friends with Kanekos); front row: Matt Medlock (TSCA exchange student 2006,
hosted by the Kanekos), and Adrian Maroney (TSCA exchange student 2007, hosted by
the Kanekos).
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Yoko Kaneko (right) took Tom Comerford
sightseeing while he was in Tokyo.

Square
+
Dance

Welcome Reception
Monday, August 7, 2017 ● 5:30 pm

Wednesday, August 9, 2017, 5:30 pm

Join us as we welcome the Kashiwa
student delegates to Torrance!

Let’s show our Kashiwa friends what
Western hospitality is all about!

George Nakano Theatre
Torrance Cultural Arts Center
3300 Civic Center Dr.
Torrance, CA 90503

Toyota USA Automotive Museum
19600 Van Ness Avenue
Torrance, CA 90501

This event is a potluck.
Please bring enough food for 8 people.
 Family: Main dish plus salad,

side dish, or dessert

 Single or Couple: Salad, side dish,

Bring a gallon of your favorite homemade chili
to enter in the Chili Cook-Off contest! This
event is a potluck, so if chili is not your thing,
bring a salad or side dish. Please bring ample
portions, enough to feed at least 8 people.

or dessert

Sayonara Banquet
Wednesday, August 23, 2017
5:30 pm-9 pm
Join us as we bid farewell to the
Kashiwa students and thank the
Host Families
Toyota USA Automotive Museum
19600 Van Ness Avenue
Torrance, CA 90501

Dinner Tickets
$30 for adults
$10 for children 10 years and under
Tickets will NOT be sold at the door
Sign up at the Welcome Reception on August 7
to reserve your seat.

A happy Bunka‐Sai raﬄe winner
In April 2017, TSCA held
its annual Bunka-Sai
Japanese Cultural Festival,
which is the organization’s
biggest fundraiser of
the year.
TSCA is grateful to
the many businesses that
generously donated raffle
prizes for this event.
Pictured at right, a very
happy raffle prize winner
redeems her Bunka-Sai
raffle certificate to purchase a much-needed hoe
for her garden.

Thank you, Yamada Company,
for your generous donation!
TSCA News / August 2017
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ASSOCIATION

3031 Torrance Boulevard
Torrance, CA 90503



TORRANCE SISTER CITY ASSOCIATION

2017 Membership Application

Except for the Life Membership, all dues are in eﬀect from January 1 to December 31
Individual
Family
Suppor ng
Benefactor
Life member

Name ______________________________________________________
Address ____________________________________________________
City ___________________________State ____ ZIP Code ___________
Telephone (

$20 per year
$40 per year
$75+ per year
$125+ per year
$2,000+ (one‐ me dona on)

) _____________________ E‐mail address________________________________________

My membership is:

NEW

RENEWAL

Directory Update: New address

I do not want to be listed in the TSCA directory
New telephone number

New e‐mail address

I am interested in par cipa ng in TSCA ac vi es ______________________________________
Enclosed is a donation to TSCA (in addition to my annual dues) in the amount: $______ Total enclosed: $_________
Make your check payable to TSCA and mail with this form to:

Torrance Sister City Associa on
c/o The Community Services Department
3031 Torrance Blvd.
Torrance, CA 90503

If you have any ques ons about your membership, please email Reiko Higa at tscamembership@gmail.com
TSCA mee ngs are held on the second Monday of each month at the Civic Center West Annex Commission Room, 7 pm
(Excep ons: No mee ngs in August or December 2017)

