TSCA NEWS
TORRANCE SISTER CITY ASSOCIATION
www.torrancesistercity.org

May 2017

What’s Inside

President’s Message

2

By Werner Willoughby

3
4
5
7
8
9
10

Calendar
Membership News
Thank You to Bunka-Sai
Volunteers
Anime Contest Winners at
Bunka-Sai 2017
Scenes from Bunka-Sai 2017
Kashiwa News
English Teacher Report
Memories of Japan
Alumni News
Student Delegates Set
New TSCA Record
Membership Application

The culmination of months of meetings, planning and
hard work by many people took place April 22 and 23,
as Bunka-Sai put Japanese culture on display. Food,
entertainment, ikebana, bonsai, dolls, calligraphy and
more were there for the public to enjoy and actively participate in.
Not only were volunteers there to help, but they were also able to enjoy the
camaraderie that has been established over many years, as this is a reunion
of friends and TSCA members. I had my reunions, too—vendors that I have
not seen for a year, as well as students, adult leaders and families from past
delegations that brought back many memories. I was reunited with six
families from 2009/2010 and 2011/2012 who made it to Kashiwa after
their initial trip was cancelled due to a flu epidemic and the earthquake,
and tsunami and nuclear catastrophe respectively. They all came to enjoy,
but most came to volunteer their time and efforts to a program that was
significant in the lives of their children. What a thrill to see these families:
Johnson, Heredia, Abraham, Inouye, Seraydarian and Todd. So many of the
volunteers who set aside one weekend in April have a very personal
connection to Bunka-Sai. TSCA is so lucky to count you as loyal friends.
Would you ride a train for over two hours to work over a hot grill? James
Peck, a 2014 delegate and student at San Diego State University, did!
It was a pleasure talking with James and hearing of his adventures at SDSU.

___________________
Since 1973, the cities of
Torrance, California, and
Kashiwa, Japan, have enjoyed
a sister city partnership, with the
goal of furthering international
friendship across cultures.

A special thank you to 2017 student delegates Albert Fu, Ethan Gan,
Jeremy Gray, Samantha Kuo, Sako Makino, Sydney Matsubara, Hannah
Nakamoto, Harrison Reeve, their parents, and their Adult Leader
Jeremy Gerson. Under the guidance of Mr. Gerson, they have enthusiastically embraced TSCA’s activities with a lot of effort and hard work that
will enable the students to experience the “trip of a lifetime” in July. Over
the course of the weekend, words such as “dedicated,” “hardworking,”
“fun,” “outstanding” and “wonderful” were used by booth chairs to describe
the students and their parents. To the delegates and parents, this was your
weekend to shine, and you outdid yourselves. Welcome to the TSCA family!
Thank you to the many people who coordinated the booths and activities:
Yakisoba – Mariko Namimoto and Sumi Ueki; BBQ plate lunch –
Bryce Yamauchi; Curry Rice – Dave and Linda Kranz; Spam Musubi –
Reiko Higa; Raffle Donations – Erin Wauke; Desserts – Shirley Tanaka;
Cotton Candy – Keith Tanaka; Dango – Stephanie Ewing Warner;
Gift Booth – Jill Maroney; Hourly Drawing – Donna Dunlap; Opportunity
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CALENDAR
MAY 8
TSCA Association Meeting (7-9 pm)
City Hall West Annex
Commission Room
3031 Torrance Blvd, Torrance 90503
Contact: Werner Willoughby
w.p.willoughby@gmail.com

MAY 12, 26, & 29
City Hall Closed

JUNE 9 & 23
City Hall Closed

JUNE 12
TSCA Association Meeting (7-9 pm)
City Hall West Annex
Commission Room
3031 Torrance Blvd, Torrance 90503
Contact: Werner Willoughby
w.p.willoughby@gmail.com

JULY 10
TSCA Association Meeting (7-9 pm)
City Hall West Annex
Commission Room
3031 Torrance Blvd, Torrance 90503
Contact: Werner Willoughby
w.p.willoughby@gmail.com

Torrance Sister City
Association
PRESIDENT
Werner Willoughby
VICE PRESIDENT
David Gelbaum
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Drawing – Paul Mayemura; Program Ads – Shirley Tanaka; Student Club –
Jen Hirashiki; Entertainment – Lori Chong Eurich; Publicity – David Gelbaum and Lori Chong Eurich; Volunteers – Wendy Ito, Rachael Fu and
Keiko Clark; Demonstrations/Exhibits – Werner Willoughby; Kids’
Games – Jen Hirashiki; Vendors – Werner Willoughby; Supplies/ Equipment – Kenneth Chan, Dave Kranz, Werner Willoughby, David Gelbaum
and Bryce Yamauchi; and Signage/Decorations – Jen Hirashiki.
We had extraordinary help from Mas Ueki, Jim Namimoto, Jeff Fu, Scott
Nakamoto and David Gelbaum who took their afternoon off to empty
most of a 10’ x 20’ storage unit in an hour for transportation to the venue.
David took the entire day off, assisting me with the U-Haul truck, picking up
the grill, shopping for meat and supplies, and moving equipment and
supplies to the venue. Thanks so much, David! Thank you, Steven Ihde,
for supervising the restocking of the storage unit on Sunday evening.
Thanks to Wendy and John Ito for their efforts in preparing for Bunka-Sai.
Wendy’s efforts in organizing the volunteers were in very capable hands as
Rachael and Keiko were signing in volunteers and constantly checking with
booths to assess needs, then readjusting work schedules to meet the needs
of each booth. Bunka-Sai’s success depends upon volunteers. Our treasurer
did a fantastic job of setting up cash boxes, collecting monies, making
deposits, writing checks throughout the weekend and accounting for
each booth and activity—many thanks to Cindy Scotto! Thank you to Jen
Hirashiki and Tim Frichtel for their efforts in building and painting
new fishing and ticket booths for the children’s game area. As always a debt
of gratitude to Mike Grabowski, Allen Teng, Gail Shota, William Urquilla
and Erik Hernandez of Central Services for the design of a beautiful
program cover/flyer and the printing of the program and tickets, to Scott
Villalva and his Cultural Arts Center crew for the set-up of the venues,
to Eve Rappoport, Cultural Services Manager, and Debbie Collins, Cultural
Services Secretary, for their support and assistance.
If you were near Public Storage on Crenshaw Boulevard a little after 8 pm
on Sunday after Bunka-Sai, you would have heard cheering and a big round
of applause from students, parents, and other volunteers as Steven locked
up our storage unit and put Bunka-Sai to rest for another year! Tired yes,
but a good feeling of accomplishment as handshakes were shared by many
who were strangers before March 12, when eight students and their families were selected to join TSCA on another “trip of a lifetime”! 

SECRETARY
Wendy Ito

Membership News

TREASURER
Cindy Scotto

By Reiko Higa, Membership Chair

______________
Newsletter Editor
Summer Nagano Gray
Newsletter Distribution
Donna Dunlap

Comments or submissions?
Please send an email to
tscanewsletter@gmail.com

2

President’s Message

TSCA News / May 2017

Family ($40/year)

Donations

Herbers, Sue and Jerry

Dowell, Peggy ($55)

Individual ($20/year)

Thank you for joining
or renewing and the
generous donation!

Dowell, Peggy
Komae, Amie
Laidoner, Gail

Thank you to Bunka-Sai Volunteers!
On behalf of TSCA, thank you to our amazing volunteers—hundreds of individuals—who donated their
time and energy and provided much-needed help at Bunka-Sai 2017! The festival and our cultural
exchange program would not be possible without this community of support.
~ Wendy Ito, Bunka-Sai Volunteer Coordinator

Thank You to Volunteers at the Desserts, Coffee, and Cotton Candy Booths
Thank you for the amazing desserts, coffee, and cotton candy booths at Bunka-Sai this year! Many events were happening on
the same weekend, but we were grateful for great weather and the good folks who came to the festival!
A huge thank you to the very talented bakers who made the delicious mochi, cookies, and more: Susan, Mayuri, Sindy, Linda,
Lori, Pam, Debbie, Sumi, Frances, Yorcka, Ruchi, Ally, and Natasha. Under Jenny’s direction, they spent many hours baking
and making sure our 70 batches looked and tasted great.
My heartfelt thanks to Debbie for an excellent job at the sales table, overseeing the students and doing whatever was needed. And thank you, Dick, for being the consummate cashier, as always.
Many thanks to our super student delegates who helped set up and decorate our booths and to the many local high school and
middle school kids who assisted in sales and in the kitchen. Our student volunteers were especially impressive at making
cotton candy, and the colorful confection was a huge hit among kids and adults alike!
We were honored with a special guest from Japan, Ryuji Niwa, who quickly became skilled in making cotton candy and helped
a grateful Keith on Sunday. We hope he enjoyed the sweet experience! Domo arigato gozaimasu!
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~ Shirley Tanaka, Desserts Booth Chair

Thanks to Bunka-Sai Gift Booth
Donors and Volunteers
Thank you to all of the generous people who
donated items for the Gift Booth at Bunka-Sai!
We had many interesting items to sell and were
once again successful at raising funds to help
send our student delegation to Kashiwa. A special
thanks to May Sakamoto for bringing in plumeria
branches and ti plants—they were a huge hit!
Big thanks as well to all of the volunteers who
worked at the booth. It is very much appreciated!
~ Jill Maroney, Bunka-Sai Gift Booth Chair

Thank you, Werner!
A heartfelt Thank You to TSCA President
Werner Willoughby, who has served as
Bunka-Sai Chairman now for the 5th year
in a row!
Organizing Bunka-Sai is a huge undertaking
and without his leadership, experience,
countless hours, and attention to detail,
this year’s Bunka-Sai would not have been
the great success that it was.

Domo arigato, Werner! 
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Anime Contest Winners at Bunka-Sai
By Sarah Donaldson, TSCA Student Delegate 2016
Congratulations to all of the participants of the third annual TSCA Bunka-Sai Anime Contest! This year, prizes
were awarded in three categories: Cutest, Most Dramatic, and Best Representation of Japanese Culture. All of the
entries were wonderful, which made the judging very difficult! The judges met on Saturday morning, April 22,
to review all of the drawings, and the winners were announced later that day.

Congratulations to the following winners:

Overall Winner and
Best Representation of
Japanese Culture

Elise Fujita

Most Dramatic

JiSoo Lee

Cutest

Lucy Duong
4
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Scenes from Bunka-Sai 2017
Photos by Linda Kranz and Summer Nagano Gray
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Scenes from Bunka-Sai 2017
Photos by Linda Kranz and Summer Nagano Gray
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Kashiwa News

2

1

3

4

[1 & 2] In April, we enjoyed a Reunion Dinner in
Kashiwa with Alex Ito (Student Delegate, 2015),
mom Wendy (TSCA Secretary), dad John, and
many friends from KIRA.
[3] April was a busy month. Hisataka Takikawa
(KIRA’s Torrance Committee Board Liaison)
was able to visit Torrance, attend Bunka-Sai and help
with the kamishibai demonstration, and enjoy another
Reunion Dinner, this time with 2015 TSCA Student
Delegates in Torrance. It was a wonderful evening!
[4 & 5] While in Japan, the Ito Family went sightseeing
with the Kashiwa student they hosted last summer,
plus enjoyed spending time with KIRA’s Hisataka
Takikawa, Makiyo Doi, and Akiko Maruta. 
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English Teacher Report
By Amie Komae

The Incredible Beauty of the Blue Nemophila
Growing up, I always associated nature in Japan with
Mt. Fuji, blooming sakura
trees, or the beauty of the
coastal islands. I never pictured Japan to be a land full
of incredibly lush and vivid
flower fields. When I was in
college, I visited the Netherlands and Belgium and recognized those European countries to be the floral hubs of
the world. So I was pleasantly
surprised recently when I
visited Hitachi Seaside Park
in Ibaraki Prefecture, just a
few hours north of Tokyo.
There, I witnessed one of the
most magical floral spectacles in the world.
Last year I had seen a few
photos making circuits
around the web of this
“Blue Sea of Nemophila.” The
photos seemed too good to
be true. Fields and fields of
tiny bright blue flowers
blending into the skyline;
how could this be? The hills
seemed to roll on for miles,
creating a magical and mystical scene. So this spring, it
was finally my turn to check
out the glorious Nemophila
field in person. A group of my
friends and I drove two hours
north of Tokyo to Ibaraki
Prefecture. When we exited
the freeway, we were met
with a seemingly endless line
of cars, tour buses, and vans all
lining up to get a look at the sea of
blue flowers. We paid for parking,
got our $4 entrance tickets, and
headed into Hitachi Seaside Park.
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park. We grabbed a bite to
eat and then walked deeper
into the park to see the sea
of blue. When we finally
turned the corner and saw
the area from a distance, my
jaw dropped. The exact
color of blue is so incredibly
vivid, eye-catching, and
other-worldly! It is as if the
rolling hills are covered in a
soft, blue, fluffy carpet. My
friends and I walked up and
down the hill of Nemophila,
not minding the crowds
because of the spacious
expanse of the park. I scene
felt like something out of a
movie, where the nature is
almost too beautiful for
your eyes to comprehend.
If you ever have the opportunity to visit Japan in the
spring (end of April-May),
you must take the drive
from Tokyo to Hitachi
Seaside Park in Ibaraki
Prefecture. It is a floral
spectacle unlike anything
else in the world and one of
the most incredible things
I have ever seen. 

The park was wide and spacious,
with a tulip field all along the eastern side, and the field of Nemophila
toward the northern end of the

Amie Komae has been
teaching at Kashiwa Municipal High School (Ichikashi)
since August 2015 as part
of TSCA's 3-year English
Teacher program. This
program provides the opportunity
to live and work in Kashiwa while
learning about the Japanese
language and culture.

Memories of Japan

Compiled by Gail Roulette

Part 6 in a series of reports from TSCA’s 2016 Student Delegates

Wildlife in Japan
By Anna Wheeler
Although much of Japan is urbanized, there is still much
wildlife to be found. Some of it is unique, and some of it
shares definite parallels with American wildlife.
The Japanese mejiro parallels the American finch. It is a
warbler, and I woke up to its beautiful lilting melody every
morning in my first host family’s home. Another parallel
creature is the dango-mushi, or the roly-poly. My host sister
Ayano would find these roly-polies whenever we were
outside. They seemed to feed on decaying plant matter.
The cicada is an insect that is not always seen but definitely
can be heard. There are none in California, but there are a
few in Mississippi where I am going to college. At the
Nature Museum in Ibaraki, I found out that there are
at least four main species, all with different kinds of chirps.
Cicadas lie dormant for up to 17 years, and then spend a
short time afterwards singing to attract a mate. In Japan,
cicadas are everywhere, whereas in America they are only
found in rural areas.

Here I am (left) with one of my host fathers.

Here I am (right) with my first host family at the Ueno Zoo.

The Japanese deer, or shika, appear the same as the American species but act differently. Unlike American deer,
which tend to steer clear of humans, the deer on Miyajima acted like stray dogs, going up to tourists and begging.
Undoubtedly, this is a result of nature adapting to human interaction, just as was true for the other species
I observed. 

ALUMNI NEWS
Congratulations to Alex Ito
(Student Delegate, 2015), who
was awarded a “Beat the Odds”
scholarship from the Torrance
Youth Council.
The scholarships are awarded to
high school seniors who have
overcome odds in their personal
or academic lives, have improved
their lives and the lives of others,
or have shown strength and determination by achieving excellence in a certain area despite
encountering obstacles.
TSCA President Werner Willoughby kindly provided a letter of
support for Alex’s application.

Alex Ito (center) with
Werner and Aileen Willoughby

Kudos to the 2017 Student Delegates
(and their Adult Leader),
who have likely set a new TSCA record for selling
the greatest number of Bunka-Sai hourly drawing
tickets, which totaled a whopping $3,155!

Great Job and Congratulations!
TSCA News / May 2017
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TORRANCE
SISTER CITY
ASSOCIATION
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Torrance, CA 90503



TORRANCE SISTER CITY ASSOCIATION

2017 Membership Application
Except for the Life Membership, all dues are in effect from January 1 to December 31
Individual
Family
Supporting
Benefactor
Life member

Name ______________________________________________________
Address ____________________________________________________
City ___________________________State ____ ZIP Code ___________
Telephone (

$20 per year
$40 per year
$75+ per year
$125+ per year
$2,000+ (one-time donation)

) _____________________ E-mail address________________________________________

My membership is:  NEW

 RENEWAL

Directory Update: New address

 I do not want to be listed in the TSCA directory

New telephone number

New e-mail address

I am interested in participating in TSCA activities ______________________________________
Enclosed is a donation to TSCA (in addition to my annual dues) in the amount: $______ Total enclosed: $_________
Make your check payable to TSCA and mail with this form to:

Torrance Sister City Association
c/o The Community Services Department
3031 Torrance Blvd.
Torrance, CA 90503

If you have any questions about your membership, please email Reiko Higa at tscamembership@gmail.com
TSCA meetings are held on the second Monday of each month at the Civic Center West Annex Commission Room, 7 pm
(Exceptions: No meetings in August or December 2017)

