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Since 1973, the cities of
Torrance, California, and
Kashiwa, Japan, have enjoyed
a sister city partnership, with the
goal of furthering international
friendship across cultures.

Bunka‐Sai is here! Many people have already spent long
hours laying the foundation for a successful weekend of
presenting Japanese culture to the public.
Bring your family and friends and enjoy the entertainment, food, arts,
crafts, demonstrations, and cultural atmosphere of Japan. Another treat
awaits you at Bunka‐Sai—meet our eight exchange students and their
adult leader who will be sporting their purple happi coats. Their spirit and
enthusiasm will be on display the entire weekend. Don’t be afraid to engage
them in a conversation, ind out why they want to visit Japan and what
they hope to contribute to the friendship between Torrance and Kashiwa.
Introduce yourself and discuss your connection with TSCA, Kashiwa and
possibly Japan. The students and their families have committed themselves
to Bunka‐Sai for the entire weekend, and any assistance that you can offer
would be greatly appreciated.
We are still in need of volunteers in a variety of positions: food preparation,
serving and selling, games, raf le ticket sales, program distribution and
many more. Over the last several years, we have been fortunate and grate‐
ful to the more than 300 volunteers who have made Bunka‐Sai a successful
event. Please go to our website at torrancesistercity.org, and click on
SignUpGenius. Read the description of each position and sign up for the
date and time slot for the job that its your interest. Many TSCA members
and their friends have committed themselves to the success of Bunka‐Sai.
Join us; you’ll have a great time!
Hopefully you have received your two books of raf le tickets in the mail.
Remember the raf le tickets for the Opportunity Drawing are a part of
Bunka‐Sai, with all proceeds going toward the student exchange program
in July and August. There are some wonderful prizes donated by businesses
and individuals in the community. Mail those stubs and payment back to
TSCA or submit both when you visit Bunka‐Sai on April 22 and 23.
Reminder, you don’t have to be present to win. We will contact you
and make arrangements to award your prize.
On March 26, the student delegation and their adult leader participated in
the Torrance Cherry Blossom Festival at Columbia Park (see page 4). They
answered questions about TSCA, introduced themselves as this year’s dele‐
gation, publicized Bunka‐Sai and sold raf le tickets. Some of them were pic‐
tured on the front page of the Rafu Shimpo March 30 edition. Friendly and
enthusiastic, they were fantastic! 

I look forward to seeing you April 22 and 23!

CALENDAR
APRIL 10
TSCA Association Meeting (7-9 pm)
City Hall West Annex
Commission Room
3031 Torrance Blvd, Torrance 90503
Contact: Werner Willoughby
w.p.willoughby@gmail.com

APRIL 14 & 28
City Hall Closed

APRIL 22 & 23
44th Annual Bunka-Sai (11 am-5 pm)
Ken Miller Recreation Center
3341 Torrance Blvd, Torrance 90503
Contact: Werner Willoughby
w.p.willoughby@gmail.com

MAY 8
TSCA Association Meeting (7-9 pm)
City Hall West Annex
Commission Room
3031 Torrance Blvd, Torrance 90503
Contact: Werner Willoughby
w.p.willoughby@gmail.com

MAY 12, 26, & 29
City Hall Closed

Torrance Sister City
Association
PRESIDENT
Werner Willoughby
VICE PRESIDENT
David Gelbaum
SECRETARY
Wendy Ito
TREASURER
Cindy Scotto

______________
Newsletter Editor
Summer Nagano Gray
Newsletter Distribution
Donna Dunlap

Comments or submissions?
Please send an email to
tscanewsletter@gmail.com
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UPDATE

Student Selection Committee
By David Gelbaum, Chair

Finally after 10 weeks of interviews, activities, and home visits, the
Student Selection Committee has selected eight fantastic students who will
represent TSCA, Torrance, and the United States as Student Delegates to
Kashiwa, Japan, our sister city.
This last half of the selection process was illed with many events,
including dinner at Mitsuwa market, completing the home visits, and
attending a picnic hosted by the awesome Marilyn Rubin. Thank you
“Modest Marilyn” for your time and effort in creating such a great event.
I would also like to thank the rest of the Student Selection Committee
members for their time and hard work. Each one of you brought your own
personality and experience, which made the process fun and exciting.
Thank you Lori Chong Eurich, Jennifer Hirashiki, Ashley Kang,
Sindy Kang, Marilyn Rubin, Jeena Shetti, Werner Willoughby and,
inally, Jeremy Gerson, our Adult Leader for 2017 who will lead this new
class of student delegates during their three‐week trip to Japan this July.
Please “meet” the delegates on the next page (page 3). We know they will
each do a wonderful job of representing TSCA and our sister city program.
Congratulations to Jeremy and each Student Delegate! We wish you an
enriching cultural exchange, illed with unforgettable moments and
lifelong friendships. 

Membership News
By Reiko Higa, Membership Chair

NEW AND RENEWED MEMBERSHIPS
Suppor ng ($75/year)

Miles, Frank and Margie
Torrance Y’s Men’s Club
Jordan, Leah

Family ($40/year)

Heidebrecht, Bill and Kathy
Johns, Patricia
London, Emily & Tokeshi, Jon
Lorenz, Larry and Sarah
Matsumoto, Mickey and Frances
Mayemura, Miwa, Amy and Paul
Nowatka, Paul and Helen
Tsudama, Geoff, Mickie and Meisa
Yee‐Bohlmann, Stephanie &
Bohlmann, Don

Individual ($20/year)
Abraham, Allison
Kircher, Ellen
Mataresse, John
McIntyre, HB
Miike, Pam
Van Bellehem, Edith

Dona ons

Hardison, Dee ($10)
Kircher, Ellen ($100)
Makino, Sako ($10)
Miles, Frank and Margie ($25)

Thank you for joining or renewing
and the generous dona ons! 

MEET THE 2017 STUDENT DELEGATES
Since 1973, TSCA has been sending Student Delegates and an Adult Leader to Kashiwa, Japan,
as part of its Sister City Cultural Exchange Program. For 3 weeks in July, these high‐school students will live with
host families in Kashiwa, see many wonderful sights, and enjoy a rich cultural learning experience.

Jeremy Gerson

Albert Fu

Ethan Gan

Adult Leader

West High School—10th Grade

South High School—11th Grade

“I’m looking forward to preparing
these students to be global ci zens and
expanding my horizons along with them.”

“I’m looking forward to experiencing
Japanese culture, including the food,
which I hear is very good!”

“I’m looking forward to learning
about Japanese culture and
staying with a host family.”

Jeremy Gray

Samantha Kuo

Sako Makino

West High School—10th Grade

South High School—10th Grade

Torrance High School—11th Grade

“I’m looking forward to seeing the
“I’m looking forward to living with my
similari es and diﬀerences between Japan
host families and seeing Japan not as a
and the U.S. and making new friends.”
tourist but from a whole new perspec ve.”

“I’m looking forward to mee ng
new people, exploring a new culture,
connec ng with my Japanese heritage.”

Sydney Matsubara

Hannah Nakamoto

Harrison Reeve

South High School—10th Grade

South High School—11th Grade

South High School—11th Grade

“I’m looking forward to making
new friends and experiencing the
Japanese culture.”

“I’m looking forward to growing as a
person through this cultural exchange
and prac cing my Japanese.”

“I’m looking forward to mee ng
my host family and learning more
about Japanese culture.”
TSCA News / April 2017
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New Student Delegates at Cherry Blossom Festival

On March 26, the 2017 TSCA Student Delegates
made their debut at the Torrance Cherry Blossom
Cultural Festival at Columbia Park. The enthusiastic
group spent the day promoting Bunka-Sai, selling
raffle tickets, and answering questions about TSCA.
They also had a chance to meet the Consul General
of Japan for Los Angeles, Mr. Akira Chiba and
his wife. Great job!

Torrance Sister City Associa on

Bunka‐Sai 2017 Volunteer Sign Up
All hands on deck for TSCA’s biggest fundraising event of the year!
Can you help for just a couple of hours on the weekend of April 22‐23?
Sign up online with SignUpGenius. It’s easier than ever!
View open slots now and just click to select a shi .

Simply log on to h p://bit.ly/bunkasai2017
4
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44th
Annual

Bunka-Sai
Japanese Cultural Festival
Saturday & Sunday
April 22 and 23, 2017
11:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Ken Miller Recreation Center

3341 Torrance Boulevard (At Madrona Avenue)

Come and enjoy the many
Food Vendors – Craft Booths
and Live Entertainment

FR
Adm EE
ission
&
Parki
ng

Presented by

The Torrance Sister City Association

TorranceSisterCity.org

Proceeds to benefit the student cultural exchange program

City of Torrance • Community Services Department • 310-618-2930

Torrance Sister City Association

2017 Bunka-Sai Performance Schedule in Ken Miller Recreation Center

SATURDAY, APRIL 22, 2017
11:00 Koto

Koto 7-Star ensemble plays this long, 13-stringed, traditional instrument

11:50 Tea Ceremony

Traditional art of the preparation and presentation of tea by Yuko Kubo from Urasenke school

12:20 Anime

Contest winners announced

12:30 Dance

Fujima Seiyumi-Kai traditional and classical dance

1:10 Judo

South Bay Judo; meaning “gentle ways,” judo uses skill, technique and timing
rather than the use of brute strength

1:50 Kimono Demo

Toshiko Okawa will demonstrate obi (sash) tying with models in yukata and formal kimono

2:30 Koto

Koto 7-Star ensemble plays this long, 13-stringed, traditional instrument

3:10 Kendo

Torrance Kendo; type of martial arts known as the “way of the sword”

3:40 Naginata

Torrance Naginata Dojo; a martial art of power and grace practiced by women using
sweeping movement with a pole weapon

4:20 Taiko

L.A. Taiko Institute, Unit 1 from Asano Taiko; traditional wooden drum ensemble known
for its discipline, rhythm and art form

TORINO PLAZA OUTDOOR STAGE
11:25 Puppet Show

By Kayama Puppets

2:00 Taiko

L.A. Taiko Institute, Unit 1 from Asano Taiko

DEMONSTRATIONS IN ASSEMBLY ROOM
12:00 Ikebana

Flower arranging lesson by Minamitani Semho of Ikenobo-Kai

Every 30 minutes

Kamishibai, traditional storytelling in English and Japanese

SUNDAY, APRIL 23, 2017
11:00 Music

Matsutoyo-Kai folk music singers and musicians

11:50 Shodo

Ink-dipped brush painting of Japanese characters by Beikoku Shodo Kenkyukai

12:30 Koto

Koto 7-Star ensemble plays this long, 13-stringed, traditional instrument

1:10 Shakuhachi

Shoshi Kanokohata will play this flute-type instrument

1:50 Dance

Fujima Seiyumi-Kai traditional and classical dance

2:30 Koto

Yuki Yasuda Koto Zanmai Ensemble plays this long, 13-stringed, traditional instrument

3:10 Aikido

Torrance Aikido; martial art that focuses on self-defense, physical fitness & spiritual awareness

3:40 Dance

Nancy Hayata, classical Japanese dance group

4:20 Taiko

Taiko Center of LA; traditional wooden drum ensemble. Taiko is known for its discipline,
rhythm and art form.

TORINO PLAZA
12:00-5:00

Amezaiku candy sculpture art demonstration by Shinobu “Shan” Ichiyanagi

TORINO PLAZA OUTDOOR STAGE
2:00 Karate

Demo by USA Wado-ryu Karate-do, Torrance YMCA

3:00 Koto

Koto 7-Star ensemble plays this long, 13-stringed, traditional instrument

DEMONSTRATIONS IN ASSEMBLY ROOM
Every 30 minutes

Kamishibai, traditional storytelling in English and Japanese

12:45-3:00 Shodo

Hands-on calligraphy demos with artists

Kashiwa News

By Hisataka Takikawa

1] On March 26, the Kashiwa
Torrance Committee held its
Explanatory Meeting for prospective
candidates of the 2017 sister city
cultural exchange program.
2] A colorful table display of photos,
publications, and mementos from
the 2016 cultural exchange to
Torrance.

1

3] The 43rd (2016) student delegates
shared their knowledge about
Torrance and their home-stay
experience using PowerPoint
presentations.

3

2
4] Steven Ihde (TSCA Adult
Leader 2013) and Yuki
Tsujii (Kashiwa Student
Delegate 2007) visited
Kashiwa in March and
enjoyed a Reunion Dinner
with 2013, 2014, and 2015
student delegates and
adult leaders (Mr. Takikawa,
Mr. Arai, and Ms. Miyake),
as well as Tanaka-sensei,
and other Torrance
committee members.
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Memories of Japan

Compiled by Gail Roulette

Part 5 in a series of reports from TSCA’s 2016 Student Delegates

The Music of Japan
By Derek Kido
I have grown up listening to all different kinds of music, but never
foreign music. I thought that this trip to Japan would be the perfect
chance to immerse myself in the culture and inally see what the
music is like. I decided to research J‐Pop music.
After going to Japan, I can say that the music industry seems to be
very similar to the U.S, with some small differences. While spend‐
ing time with my host families, they listened to music that I might
listen to on occasion. With my irst host family, I heard a large
amount of music in English; for example, groups like Earth, Wind,
and Fire. They listened to a large amount of jazz that I had heard of
before. I remember being very shocked when I heard my irst host
father playing songs that I knew the words to.

Here I am (left) with one of my host fathers.

My second host family listened to classical music, mostly instru‐
mental. I heard things like Bach, Mozart, and Pachelbel. During my time with my host families, I heard very little
Japanese music.
One difference is that Japan has something called idol groups performing pop songs. These are groups of girls
who sing, dance, and entertain for young people. Groups such as AKB48 consisted of 48 original members and
have only grown from there. These idols are like bands and celebrities all over Japan and are well‐known role
models for the children and adolescents.
Much of the music I heard played on their radios was well‐known here in America, such as One Direction and
Justin Bieber. From the few things I did hear, such as Namie Amuro, Arashi, and Exile, I liked the music and
found it to be energetic, exciting, and quite similar. Overall, music seems to be just as important in Japan as
it is in our country. 

TSCA Receives Thank You Note for Library Display
I wanted to tell you "Thank you for the beau ful display." Library patrons young and
old have been coming in and checking out the wonderful display. One li le girl was
looking at the cats in the display and wanted to know why the cats had their paws up.
Luckily, we had two TSCA members picking up books. They took the me to explain the
reason why to the li le girl and her father and I think we all learned something about
Japanese history that day.
~ Thank you, Pat Heineman [Katy Geissert Library]
The TSCA showcase was on
display during the month of
March at the Katy Geissert
Library in Torrance.
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Editor’s Note: “Maneki Neko” is the welcome cat found at many businesses and homes.
It serves as a welcome to the home or business and a reminder to come back again.

English Teacher Report
By Stephanie Mikamo

Sakura Season
In Japan, there is no time wasted to
make the most of each season and
holiday. I distinctly remember the
day after Halloween, many stores
brought out Christmas decorations
and started playing Christmas
music. They even brought out the
red cups at Starbucks. Despite it
being sudden, I wasn’t too surprised
when immediately after Valentine’s
Day, Starbucks came out with its
sakura (cherry blossom) decorated
mugs, drinks and decorations.
Although it seems strange to market
sakura‐inspired drinks and mer‐
chandise, it makes perfect sense
in Japan.
For hundreds of years, sakura have
played a signi icant role in Japanese
culture. There are thousands of
sakura trees planted throughout
Japan. Nowadays, many people in
Japan enjoy and look forward to
hanami (cherry blossom viewing)
in parks, where they share and
enjoy good food, drinks and
company. However, culturally,
sakura have a deeper and more
signi icant meaning than just being
pretty lowers to admire. When
people look at sakura, it is said that
the sakura reminds them of the
fragility and beauty of life. The
sakura are beautiful in their entire
splendor, but actually are short‐
lived and are in bloom for roughly
two weeks. Thus, the sakura are a
reminder of how short and leeting
life is, but their beauty should still
be appreciated and admired.

The line of sakura trees at Ichikashi
This season is always bittersweet.
In March, we held our graduation
ceremony, and I thought about all
the time spent with these students,
seeing them grow as individuals,
and the bright future ahead of them.
Then I was overcome with a great
sadness as I realized that I would
never see many of these students
again unless they came back to visit
or I bumped into them accidentally
in Kashiwa. Yet, graduation reminds
me of the sakura and how the blos‐
soms are meant to be appreciated
for the time that they are in bloom.
Once their time is over, we should
acknowledge their beauty and
presence and learn to let it go.

In Japanese, there is a phrase,
“物の哀れ”, which translates to
“The pathos of things.” This phrase
is itting with the sakura season, as
life is beautiful but also must inevi‐
tably end. Not that the end is some‐
thing to be mourned over, but that
because it comes to an end, it gives
us more cause to take advantage of
the time we do have and make the
most of every moment. 
Stephanie Mikamo has been
teaching at Kashiwa Municipal
High School (Ichikashi) since
August 2014 as part of TSCA's
3‐year English Teacher program.

TSCA News / April 2017
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Teach English
in Kashiwa, Japan
The Torrance Sister City Association seeks qualified
applicants for one high school English teacher
in Kashiwa, Japan, the Sister City of Torrance.
A minimum one-year contract runs from
August 1, 2017, to July 31, 2018. The contract is
renewable for a maximum three-year assignment.
Duties: Conduct and assist in a variety of English conversation
classes; assist with coordinating campus visits by parents,
administrators, and junior high students; and assist with
extracurricular activities, which may include judging and
assisting with speech contests, serving as adviser to the
English Conversation Club and business trips, and coach
students for college interviews. Volunteer work with KIRA
(Kashiwa International Relations Association) and other
city groups may also be required.

Qualifications
Applicants must:
 Live or work in Torrance
 Be fluent in written and spoken English
 Hold a Bachelor’s degree plus a teaching credential
or have demonstrated teaching experience
 Possess a keen interest in the Japanese language
and culture
 Represent the Torrance Sister City Association and
foster the goals and objectives of the English Teacher
Exchange Program.

Torrance Sister City Association

Compensation
 Annual salary of
approximately 4,800,000
Japanese yen
 One-way airfare from
Los Angeles to Japan
 National health insurance
(deducted from
monthly salary)
 Subsidized housing and
transportation allowance
 Paid Japanese holidays
and personal days

To Apply
Please send resume,
cover letter, and two letters
of recommendation by
U.S. mail only.
Must be postmarked by
April 14, 2017 and received
by April 21, 2017.

Mail to:
Lori Chong Eurich, Chair
TSCA English Teacher
Selection Committee
Attn: Community Services Dept.
c/o 3031 Torrance Blvd.
Torrance, CA 90503
Qualified applicants will be scheduled
for panel interviews in May. For more
information, call Lori Chong Eurich
at (310) 373-6146.

www.torrancesistercity.org

Bunka-Sai

Japanese Cultural Festival!

April 22-23, 2017

Ken Miller Rec. Center

WIN PRIZES for your
anime drawings!
Prizes awarded for each Category &
Age Group (middle and high school
divisions), plus one Overall Winner!

•
•
•

CATEGORIES
Most Dramatic
Cutest
Best represents
Japanese Culture

RULES

Entries must be submitted
IN PERSON on

Friday, APRIL 21, 2017, 6pm – 8pm
Ken Miller Recreation Center (3341 Torrance Blvd)
Winners will be announced on
Saturday, April 22, 2017, at 12:20 pm

• Entries must be drawn on
8½” x 11” paper in Portrait
(vertical) format.
• Entries may be in Color OR
Black and White.
• One entry per person per
category.
• On the BACK of the drawing
include the following:
Name, Age, School, Division
(middle or high school),
Category, and a Contact
Phone Number.
• Entries must include a
Release Form and Waiver
signed by the artist and
parent/guardian.
Forms and more info at

www.torrancesistercity.org

TORRANCE
SISTER CITY
ASSOCIATION

3031 Torrance Boulevard
Torrance, CA 90503



TORRANCE SISTER CITY ASSOCIATION

2017 Membership Application

Except for the Life Membership, all dues are in eﬀect from January 1 to December 31
Individual
Family
Suppor ng
Benefactor
Life member

Name ______________________________________________________
Address ____________________________________________________
City ___________________________State ____ ZIP Code ___________
Telephone (

$20 per year
$40 per year
$75+ per year
$125+ per year
$2,000+ (one‐ me dona on)

) _____________________ E‐mail address________________________________________

My membership is:

NEW

RENEWAL

Directory Update: New address

I do not want to be listed in the TSCA directory
New telephone number

New e‐mail address

I am interested in par cipa ng in TSCA ac vi es ______________________________________
Enclosed is a donation to TSCA (in addition to my annual dues) in the amount: $______ Total enclosed: $_________
Make your check payable to TSCA and mail with this form to:

Torrance Sister City Associa on
c/o The Community Services Department
3031 Torrance Blvd.
Torrance, CA 90503

If you have any ques ons about your membership, please email Reiko Higa at tscamembership@gmail.com
TSCA mee ngs are held on the second Monday of each month at the Civic Center West Annex Commission Room, 7 pm
(Excep ons: No mee ngs in August or December 2017)

