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Since 1973, the cities of
Torrance, California, and
Kashiwa, Japan, have enjoyed
a sister city partnership, with the
goal of furthering international
friendship across cultures.

On behalf of the Torrance Sister City Association,
let me wish all of you a very

Happy and Prosperous New Year!
To our friends in Kashiwa,

Akemashite Omedetou Gozaimasu,
Kotoshi Mo Yoroshiku Onegaishimasu!
As we begin 2017, just wanted to provide a friendly reminder to join TSCA
or renew your membership. Your support is gratefully appreciated. New
memberships and renewals received by February will be included in the
2017 TSCA Directory.
Bunka‐Sai will be held on April 22 and 23 this year. Please see the article
in this issue for details. This is everyone’s chance to support the student
exchange program through Bunka‐Sai, which is TSCA’s major fundraiser.
Since 1974, the members of TSCA have sent more than 300 Torrance
students and Adult Leaders, hosted more than 300 Kashiwa students and
their Adult Leaders, and sent 41 English teachers to Kashiwa Municipal
High School—what a testament to the dedication and resolve of the sister
city relationship between Torrance and Kashiwa. To our friends of Kashiwa
International Relations Association’s Torrance Committee, we owe a debt of
gratitude to all of you, past and present, for making this relationship such a
success. We both have so much to be proud of!
What a better way to start the new year than get together and share
memories, renew friendships from the past, enjoy delicious food, meet the
new student exchange applicants for 2017 and re lect on the experiences of
2016. Join us at the Ken Miller Recreation Center on Saturday, January 14,
at 11:00 am for the TSCA Alumni Reunion. Please see the article in this
issue for your designated contribution to the potluck.
A big thank you to David Gelbaum and Jen Hirashiki for their presentations
promoting the cultural exchange program at all of the Torrance high
schools. Good luck to all of the applicants for this year’s delegation; may
your dreams come true as a participant in the “trip of a lifetime.”
Let me extend an invitation to each of you to enjoy all of our activities,
from the Alumni Reunion and Bunka‐Sai to the many August activities,
culminating with the Sayonara Banquet. The newsletter will keep you
updated on event details. TSCA welcomes all of you! 

Membership News

CALENDAR
JANUARY 2, 6, 16 & 20, 2017
City Hall Closed and Holidays

JANUARY 9
TSCA Association Meeting (7-9 pm)
City Hall West Annex
Commission Room
3031 Torrance Blvd
Torrance, CA 90503
Contact: Werner Willoughby
w.p.willoughby@gmail.com

JANUARY 14
Alumni Reunion Potluck (11 am-2 pm)
Ken Miller Recreation Center
3300 Civic Center Drive
Torrance, CA 90503
Contact: Shirley Tanaka
ksjtanaka3@yahoo.com

FEBRUARY 3, 13, 17 & 20
City Hall Closed and Holidays

FEBRUARY 14 (Tuesday)
TSCA Association Meeting (7-9 pm)
City Hall West Annex
Commission Room
3031 Torrance Blvd
Torrance, CA 90503
Contact: Werner Willoughby
w.p.willoughby@gmail.com

Torrance Sister City
Association
PRESIDENT
Werner Willoughby
VICE PRESIDENT
David Gelbaum
SECRETARY
Wendy Ito
TREASURER
Cindy Scotto

______________
Newsletter Editor
Summer Nagano Gray
Newsletter Distribution
Donna Dunlap

Comments or submissions?
Please send an email to
tscanewsletter@gmail.com
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By Reiko Higa, Membership Chair

NEW AND RENEWED MEMBERSHIPS
Benefactor ($125+/year)

All Nippon Airways Co., Ltd.
Roulette, Ray and Gail
Scotto, Frank and Cindy
Taniguchi, Eisei and Hazel

Suppor ng ($75+/year)

Miller, Ken and Judy
Willoughby, Werner and Aileen

Family ($40/year)

Applegate, Linda and Bill
Arnheim, Bruce and Sumi
Fuller, Jeannie and Steve
Maroney, Jill and Mark
Martel, Louis and Lorraine
Peitzman, Fred and Ann
Tanaka, Keith, Shirley and Jenny

Individual ($20/year)

Kaneshiro, Myrtle
Kragh, Evelyn
Mizuguchi, Toshiko
Wand, Suzie
__________________________________

Donation
Mizuguchi, Toshiko ($25) 

Thank you for joining or renewing
your membership for 2017 and the
generous donation.

Please contact Reiko Higa at
tscamembership@ gmail.com
or call (310) 619-4361.

Remembering Christie Ichikawa
By Gail Roule e
Mrs. Christie Ichikawa, a longtime member of
TSCA, passed away peacefully on November 20
at the age of 88. Mrs. Ichikawa traveled to Kashiwa
with the adult delegation in 1982 and was a cousin
of Mark Ozawa, a member of the irst student
group to Kashiwa. Her legacy to TSCA is twofold:
She is remembered as being on the ground loor
helping Louise Kilburn with the hourly drawings
at Bunka‐Sai, and she is responsible for getting
Amy and George Coury involved in TSCA as a
host family.
Christie Ichikawa

Mrs. Ichikawa was an alumna of USC and had a
nursing career in various capacities. She was a faculty member of
Los Angeles Harbor College Nursing Department, including ive years as
chairperson. After retiring in 1983, she and her husband were very much
involved with the Go For Broke National Education Center.
She was predeceased in 2011 by her husband, Robert S. Ichikawa, and is
survived by her children, Robert D., Ross, and Laura. Funeral services
will be held on January 7 at 9 am in the Green Hills pavilion (tent) in
Rancho Palos Verdes.
TSCA sends its deepest condolences to the Ichikawa family, along with
sincere appreciation for Mrs. Ichikawa’s contribution to our Association
over the years. 

Nengajo Time

By Lori C. Eurich

While Americans enjoy receiving Christmas/holiday cards from friends and
family during December, in Japan the big day for exchanging New Year’s
cards, known as nengajo, is January 1. The tradition of sending cards even
includes a special nationwide drawing for prizes conducted by the postal
service. New Year’s greeting cards purchased through the post of ice have
numbers imprinted in red on the front/address side (see sample at right)
and personal greetings on the back side along with the sender’s name
and address.
The year of the rooster for 2017 is featured on many nengajo sold at the
post of ice and at stationery shops. On January 1, major newspapers and
television news segments announce winning nengajo numbers. Lucky card
holders can go to the post of ice to claim their prizes, such as 100,000 yen
in cash, travel tickets, food gift sets and postage stamp sets.
Nengajo cards feature standard greetings wishing the recipient a Happy New
Year in very polite (teinei) form. The 52 yen postage is preprinted in red in
the corner, often with a pine and bamboo display and mountain in the
background. Pine and bamboo are traditional New Year’s decorations in
homes and of ices.
If a sender has had a death in the immediate family, a very plain nengajo is
sent instead of the usual brightly colored card. These cards are white with
black ink and in very polite form state that the sender had a loss. The text on
these cards is also printed vertically instead of horizontally, and colorful
graphics are omitted.
I think many TSCA members have been exchanging holiday cards with their
friends in Kashiwa and continue to do so to maintain the goodwill and
friendships that our organization promotes. 

Akemashite Omedeto Gozaimasu
(Happy New Year) to all!
Special thanks to Hisataka Takikawa for his kind support with this article
and the photos.
Samples of 2017 Nengajo Cards

ALUMNI NEWS
Kristi Martel (student delegate 1999) was married to
Alex Steiner on September 4, 2016, in Littleton,
Colorado. They are both attorneys and make
their home in Pueblo, Colorado. 
~ Gail Roulette
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Memories of Japan

Compiled by Gail Roulette

Part 2 in a series of reports from TSCA’s 2016 Student Delegates

Each summer, TSCA sends eight student delegates and one adult leader to our sister city of Kashiwa,
Japan. Prior to their visit, all par cipants select a research topic that is related to Japan. Upon their return,
they each write a report describing what they have learned. The next few issues of TSCA News will include
excerpts from these post‐trip reports, which are based on their ﬁrsthand observa ons and experiences.

The Arts in Japan

General Japanese Character

By Miwa Mayemura

By William Fu

Among many of the museums that
Japan has to offer, my host family
took me to the Tokyo National
Museum, where a variety of differ‐
ent styles of art can be found.
Almost like the Smithsonian, the
Tokyo National Museum offers
different art exhibits for each of
the ancient periods.

As a country of great traditional
belief and culture, Japan consists
of a population that is strictly
disciplined and holds others
(especially elders) in high regard
and views them with great respect.
This carries over to Japanese
everyday life—in keeping their
surroundings clean and overall
just being good citizens of the country. I saw this
through the actions of the Kashiwa delegation as well
as the general population while in Japan.

Some of my favorite art artifacts were found in the
modern art exhibit. In the Meiji Era (1868‐1912), part
of becoming a modern, civilized nation meant that
Japan struggled with its traditions of craftsmanship
and the Western concept of art. Western concepts of
art did not consider sliding screen doors with paint‐
ings on them to be “art”—nor did Westerners consider
Japan’s decorative items used in daily life (such as
ceramics, metalwork, and some textiles) to be art.
For Japan’s art to be accepted at a global level, the
government became involved. Representatives
attended expositions overseas, held exhibits in Japan,
and established art schools. Japanese artists were then
able to absorb and be in luenced by Western concepts
of art and turn them into a new type of art. Artists
began to express their own personal thoughts through
their works of art. The idea and lourishing of modern
art is a beautiful thing that I was able to see and expe‐
rience in Japan during my stay.

Japan was one of the cleanest places I have ever visit‐
ed, with virtually no litter anywhere…and there were
also no trash cans anywhere. Another positive trait
was shown through the honesty of most people. Many
locations had an open jar in a booth where you pay for
merchandise. These stations had no person or security
watching at all, relying on the honesty of the people.
When spending time with the Kashiwa delegates in
both Japan and Torrance, it is clear that these traits
aren’t only carried by the adults of the country. On top
of always having clean rooms and homes, they act
similarly in the malls. At Del Amo mall, my host sister,
Shiori, would stop every time she spotted fallen or
messy clothes, hang them back up again, and even fold
clothes that she hadn’t messed up herself. This was
signi icant to me, as it showed how this good behavior
comes naturally and is used in everyday life. 

Ed. Note: Miwa is President of the TSCA Student Club.
Ed. Note: William serves as a student representative
on the TSCA Board.
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Get Ready for Bunka-Sai 2017
By Werner Willoughby, TSCA President

Bunka‐Sai—it’s been 45 years since its inception and it’s still going strong!
I hope that this year’s Bunka‐Sai, scheduled for the weekend of April 22 and 23,
is on your calendar because another exciting weekend is being planned.
If you have ever participated or volunteered in this enjoyable event,
thank you for your help. If not, then please consider joining us this year!

Here are some ways you can help:
Gift Booth Donations. We are looking for
donations of new or like‐new items,
especially Japanese items, kitchenware, toys,
and Christmas items for our TSCA gift booth.
If you have any donation items, contact Jill Maroney
at (310) 951‐7502 or mnjmaroney@aol.com, or Reiko
Higa at (310) 619‐4361 or reikookinawa@gmail.com.
Another possibility is to drop off your donations at one
of our Association meetings. Upcoming meetings are
scheduled for February 14, March 13, or April 10 at the
West Annex of City Hall from 7 to 9 pm. Thank you for
your support.

1

Program Ads. We print and distribute
1,800 programs to the 2,000+ visitors at each
Bunka‐Sai. These programs include ads from
large corporations, small businesses, and
families sending photos celebrating special occasions,
etc. The cost of an ad ranges from $25 for business card
ads to $200 for full‐page ads. To take advantage of this
great advertising opportunity, please see the Ad Form
on page 5. If you have any questions, please contact
TSCAads@gmail.com.

2

Opportunity Drawing Prizes. If you are a
business, we would appreciate gift items or
gift certi icates for services. If you are an
individual, we appreciate merchant gift cards
in any denomination. To submit your donation, please
contact Erin Wauke at tscaevents@gmail.com.

3

All donors will be recognized in the of icial Bunka‐Sai
program booklet and mentioned when the drawing
takes place on Sunday, April 23.
Volunteers. We need many helpers to
prepare for and staff Bunka‐Sai on
Friday, April 21 (12 noon‐7 pm),
Saturday, April 22 (8 am‐6 pm), and
Sunday, April 23 (8 am‐6 pm). Each year, groups from
businesses, schools, clubs, and other organizations as
well as individuals return year after year to help out.
It’s a great opportunity to see old friends, meet new
ones, and get involved in a great sister city program.
Many volunteers take pride in making that perfect
dango doughnut; batch of yakisoba; piece of grilled ish,
beef or chicken; tasty bowl of curry; or delicious
dessert—skills they have ine‐tuned over the years and
are happy to teach to new volunteers. To join this
outstanding group, please contact student volunteer
coordinator Wendy Ito at kawenai@verizon.net, or
contact adult volunteer coordinator Dana Cortez at
dcortez@torranceca.gov.

4

Bunka‐Sai is the major fundraising event
for our successful Student Exchange Program,
which is the envy of many other sister city
organizations. TSCA truly appreciates your
support. We look forward to seeing you on
April 22 and 23 (or before)!

Bunka-Sai Planning Meetings
Planning meetings will be held from 7:00-8:45 pm in the Katy Geissert Main Library on the following dates:
Wednesday, January 18
Wednesday, February 8
Wednesday, March 8
Wednesday, April 5

Polly Watts Room – Second floor
Community Room – First floor
Community Room – First floor
Community Room – First floor
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TORRANCE SISTER CITY ASSOCIATION, INC.
3031 Torrance Boulevard

Torrance, CA 90503

ADVERTISING FORM
Bunka-Sai 2017 (Japanese Cultural Festival)
Supporting the Student Cultural Exchange program
When:
Where:
Objectives:

Saturday, April 22, and Sunday, April 23, 2017
Ken Miller Recreation Center, the Toyota Meeting Hall, and the Torino Plaza
To help the community learn about the Japanese culture
To raise funds for the Student Cultural Exchange Program

The Student Cultural Exchange Program is.....

a cultural exchange program that takes place each year in July and August. Since 1974,
Torrance sends a maximum of eight students and an adult leader to Kashiwa, Japan for
three weeks in July. Kashiwa sends a similar group to Torrance in August.
This program is often referred to as “the gem” of the Sister City Program.

Please help us by placing an ad in our festival program booklet

Your ad will promote your company/business and support the Student Cultural Exchange Program.
Personal ads celebrating special occasions, etc., are also welcome.
Your ad will appear in the program booklet that will distributed to an expected 2,000+ visitors
over the weekend.
Cost (no change in years): Full-page ad..........................................................$200
Half-page ad..........................................................$100
One-fourth page ad.................................................$50
Business card size ad............................................ $25
Specifics:
Must be no larger than 8 1/2 “ x 11”. Must be camera ready.
Deadline:
March 6, 2017, in order to meet the printing deadline
Checks payable to: Torrance Sister City Association or TSCA
Questions? Please e-mail TSCAads@gmail.com, or call Shirley Tanaka at (310) 293-8600.
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * Complete and return the section below* * * * ** * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
Company Name__________________________________________________________________________
Address_____________________________________City_____________ State_____ ZIP Code___________
Contact Name________________________ Phone #_______________ E-Mail_________________________
Ad information: Size_____________________ Cost________________ Use last year’s ad?_______________
New?__________________ Camera-ready copy enclosed?______________________________
Specific instructions______________________ __________________________________________________
_

________________________________________________________________________________________
Mail this portion, your ad, and check to:

Torrance Sister City Association
Attn: Community Services Dept.
3031 Torrance Blvd.
Torrance, CA 90503

Thank you for your support!

English Teacher Report
By Amie Komae

Intangible Cultural Heritage
I'm sure we are all familiar
with, or have at least heard
of, UNESCO World Heritage
Sites. A World Heritage Site
is a place that is listed by the
United Nations Educational,
Scienti ic and Cultural
Organization (UNESCO) as a
place of special cultural and
physical signi icance. Japan
currently has 20 World
Heritage Sites, including
places such as Mt. Fuji,
Hiroshima Peace Memorial,
Temples of Nikko, Ogasa‐
wara islands, and the many
historical places in Kyoto.

move down the streets,
enjoy the many Japanese
delicacies being sold, and
watch the two‐hour
ireworks show!

I truly felt the depth and
breath of Japanese history
running through the
narrow streets of Chichibu.
The portable shrines,
booming ireworks, and
delicious food were all
characteristic elements of
an enjoyable festival, but
what really stood out to me
were the people. As tradi‐
tion goes, the men who
Although the list of World
stand on the shrines are
Heritage Sites is a popular
chosen from their various
resource for tourists and
cities to represent their
locals wanting to gain a
people once in their life‐
better understanding of a
time. Wow, what an honor!
country, there is also a lesser
As the taiko drums beat
known list available for a
loudly, the men atop the
true in‐depth cultural
shrines let out victory cries
experience. That list is called
honoring the gods they
the “UNESCO Intangible
represent. It was mesmer‐
Cultural Heritage list,” which
izing thinking about the
Scenes from Chichibu Yomatsuri
was created in 2008.
many generations that have
participated in this exact festival for centuries and the
According to UNESCO, the aim of this list is to see
truly intangible beauty this festival holds. I was so
beyond the monuments and collection of objects and
honored to witness this event, and my hope is to see
give breath to the intangible side of culture. This
as many UNESCO World Heritage Sites and witness as
includes traditions or living expressions passed down
many UNESCO Intangible Cultural Heritage expres‐
through generations such as oral tradition, performing
sions as possible during my time living in Japan. 
arts, rituals, festive events, knowledge and skill to
_____________________________________
produce crafts, etc.
Recently I had the honor of attending the Chichibu
Yomatsuri, one of the 21 practices and living expres‐
sions representing Japan on the UNESCO Intangible
Cultural Heritage list. Every year on December 3,
thousands of people gather for the Yomatsuri, or
Night Festival, in Chichibu, Saitama. This year, over
300,000 people looded this small country town to
witness the intricately decorated portable shrines

Related Links
UNESCO World Heritage Sites - Japan
http://whc.unesco.org/en/statesparties/jp

UNESCO Intangible Cultural Heritage List - Japan
http://www.unesco.org/culture/ich/en/state/japanJP?info=elements-on-the-lists
TSCA News / January 2017

7

TORRANCE
SISTER CITY
ASSOCIATION

3031 Torrance Boulevard
Torrance, CA 90503

Alumni Reunion Potluck
Saturday, January 14, 2017 ● 11 am - 2 pm
Ken Miller Recreation Center ● 3300 Civic Center Drive, Torrance
Everyone is welcome at our annual Alumni Reunion to celebrate the installation of our
new officers and board members. Meet the 2017 Partnership Award recipient and hear updates from
the 2016 Student Delegates and Adult Leader. Renew friendships, share favorite memories,
and enjoy tasty potluck dishes. Applicants for the 2017 student exchange program
will be attending to learn more about the trip of a lifetime.
Individuals or couples, please bring a dessert or a vegetable. Families, please bring a main dish
and a salad. Please bring serving utensils labeled with your name. Drinks will be provided.
To volunteer to help or for more information, contact Judy Gibson at judymariegibson@gmail.com.
Please feel free to wear your hapi coat, yukata, or t-shirt from your year.
We’ll also be accepting membership renewals at the event.

We look forward to seeing you there!

Torrance Sister City Associa on

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP DRIVE
Have You Paid Your 2017 Membership Dues Yet?
If not, please complete the form below
and mail it in today along with your check.
There are several membership levels available.
Note: Please pay your dues by February 28, 2017,
to be listed in the 2017 TSCA Membership Directory
If you have any questions about membership, please call Reiko Higa at (310) 619-4361
or email tscamembership@gmail.com



TORRANCE SISTER CITY ASSOCIATION

2017 Membership Application

Except for the Life Membership, all dues are in eﬀect from January 1 to December 31
Individual
Family
Suppor ng
Benefactor
Life member

Name ______________________________________________________
Address ____________________________________________________
City ___________________________State ____ ZIP Code ___________
Telephone (

$20 per year
$40 per year
$75+ per year
$125+ per year
$2,000+ (one‐ me dona on)

) _____________________ E‐mail address________________________________________

My membership is:

NEW

Directory Update:

RENEWAL
New address

I do not want to be listed in the TSCA directory
New telephone number

New e‐mail address

I am interested in par cipa ng in TSCA ac vi es ______________________________________
Enclosed is a donation to TSCA (in addition to my annual dues) in the amount: $______ Total enclosed: $_________
Make your check payable to TSCA and mail with this form to:

Torrance Sister City Associa on
c/o Community Services Department
3031 Torrance Blvd.
Torrance, CA 90503

If you have any ques ons about your membership, please email Reiko Higa at tscamembership@gmail.com
TSCA mee ngs are held on the second Monday of each month at the Civic Center West Annex Commission Room, 7 pm
(Excep ons: Mee ng on Tuesday, Feb 14, instead of Feb 13; no mee ngs in August or December 2017)

Teach English
in Kashiwa, Japan
The Torrance Sister City Association seeks qualified
applicants for one high school English teacher
in Kashiwa, Japan, the Sister City of Torrance.
A minimum one-year contract runs from
August 1, 2017, to July 31, 2018. The contract is
renewable for a maximum three-year assignment.
Duties: Conduct and assist in a variety of English conversation
classes; assist with coordinating campus visits by parents,
administrators, and junior high students; and assist with
extracurricular activities, which may include judging and
assisting with speech contests, serving as adviser to the
English Conversation Club and business trips, and coach
students for college interviews. Volunteer work with KIRA
(Kashiwa International Relations Association) and other
city groups may also be required.

Qualifications
Applicants must:
 Live or work in Torrance
 Be fluent in written and spoken English
 Hold a Bachelor’s degree plus a teaching credential
or have demonstrated teaching experience
 Possess a keen interest in the Japanese language
and culture
 Represent the Torrance Sister City Association and
foster the goals and objectives of the English Teacher
Exchange Program.

Torrance Sister City Association

Compensation
 Annual salary of
approximately 4,800,000
Japanese yen
 One-way airfare from
Los Angeles to Japan
 National health insurance
(deducted from
monthly salary)
 Subsidized housing and
transportation allowance
 Paid Japanese holidays
and personal days

To Apply
Please send resume,
cover letter, and two letters
of recommendation by
U.S. mail only.
Must be postmarked by
April 14, 2017 and received
by April 21, 2017.

Mail to:
Lori Chong Eurich, Chair
TSCA English Teacher
Selection Committee
Attn: Community Services Dept.
c/o 3031 Torrance Blvd.
Torrance, CA 90503
Qualified applicants will be scheduled
for panel interviews in May. For more
information, call Lori Chong Eurich
at (310) 373-6146.

www.torrancesistercity.org

