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Congratulations to the following Torrance Sister City
Association members elected to the Board of Directors:
Keiko Clark, Dana Cortez, Mark Gelbaum, Jennifer
Hirashiki, and Ronald Reeve. They will be sworn in
on January 14, 2017, at the Alumni Reunion. On behalf of TSCA, thanks for
your commitment, and welcome aboard!
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Since 1973, the cities of
Torrance, California, and
Kashiwa, Japan, have enjoyed
a sister city partnership, with the
goal of furthering international
friendship across cultures.

This is the irst exclusive mailing of our e‐newsletter. Hard copies were
only mailed to less than 10 members who do not have computers and
requested the paper newsletter. The hard copy is also available at the
Katy Geissert Library and community libraries as well as the Torrance
Art Museum and West Annex. If you know of someone who did not receive
the e‐newsletter or who would like to receive it, please register their email
address at tsca.enews@gmail.com and we will add them to our email
address list.
Don’t forget that our website has a wealth of information, including
applications for the student exchange program, adult leader, and English
teacher positions. Log on to www.torrancesistercity.org.
Thanks to Wendy Ito for monitoring TSCA’s Facebook page. It’s a really
great connection to the general public and another communications vehicle
to keep our members informed.
TSCA members Shirley Tanaka and Pam Miike were featured in the
Torrance promotional video “#WhyTorrance” as they volunteered at the
Bartlett House for Senior Citizens.
Thank you Hazel Taniguchi for assembling a very detailed and comprehen‐
sive binder documenting TSCA’s 40th Anniversary celebration in 2012 and
2013, which will be our guideline as we prepare for the 45th Anniversary in
2018. Much time and effort went into this binder; much appreciated, Hazel!
Congratulations and thank you to John Ito and Cheryl Yamauchi for
receiving awards from their employers due to their community service
with TSCA. Our organization is the bene iciary of $500 from Boeing, John’s
employer, and $400 from Northrop Grumman, Cheryl’s employer.
There is no Association meeting scheduled for December. The outgoing and
incoming executive board will be meeting to assemble a budget for 2017,
which will be discussed and approved at the January meeting.
continued on page 2 >

CALENDAR
NOVEMBER 11 & 25
City Hall Closed

NOVEMBER 14
TSCA Association Meeting (7-9 pm)
City Hall West Annex
Commission Room
3031 Torrance Blvd
Torrance, CA 90503
Contact: Werner Willoughby
w.p.willoughby@gmail.com

NOVEMBER 19 & 20
TSCA Café at Craft Faire (9 am-4 pm)
Torrance Cultural Arts Center
3330 Civic Center Drive
Torrance, CA 90503
Contact: Shirley Tanaka
TSCACafe@gmail.com

DECEMBER
No TSCA Meeting

DECEMBER 9 & 23
City Hall Closed

DECEMBER 19
2017 TSCA Student Delegate
Application Postmark Deadline

Torrance Sister City
Association

cont’d from page 1

Many thanks to Reiko Higa and Summer Nagano Gray for their efforts in
making the e‐newsletter possible. As membership chair, Reiko has spent
countless hours in compiling and updating our email addresses. As news‐
letter editor, Summer not only creates a wonderful newsletter but is also
responsible for coordinating the printing of the needed hard copies via
Debbie Collins and the City of Torrance’s Central Services, and the actual
sending of the e‐newsletter. Thanks to Donna Dunlap for mailing the few
requested hard copies and distributing hard copies to the various city sites.
A big thank you to Lori Chong Eurich for overseeing the updating of
our website with webmaster Nancy Hayata. Lori is also responsible for
publicity, applications, and lyers for the Student Exchange program, and
Adult Leader and English Teacher positions. Thank you, again, Lori! 

SAVE THE DATE!

November 19-20
TSCA Café to Open at Craft Faire
TSCA is once again opening its refreshments stand
at the popular Torrance Holiday Arts and
Crafts Faire. All proceeds will bene it the
TSCA Student Cultural Exchange Program!

PRESIDENT
Werner Willoughby

Drop by and grab a Spam musubi or two. We are also
selling hot dogs, chili, and freshly baked goods.

VICE PRESIDENT
David Gelbaum

For more info or to volunteer, please send an
email to Shirley Tanaka at TSCACafe@gmail.com.

SECRETARY
Dana Cortez
TREASURER
Cindy Scotto

______________
Newsletter Editor
Summer Nagano Gray
Newsletter Distribution
Donna Dunlap

Comments or submissions?
Please send an email to
tscanewsletter@gmail.com
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Torrance Craftsmen Guild’s
47th Annual Holiday Arts and Crafts Faire
Sat & Sun, November 19-20, 2016
9 am to 4 pm

Torrance Cultural Arts Center
3330 Civic Center Drive, Torrance 90503
http://www.torrancecraftsmensguild.org

Memories of Japan

Compiled by Gail Roulette

Each summer, TSCA sends eight student delegates and one adult leader to our sister city of
Kashiwa, Japan. Prior to their visit, all par cipants select a research topic that is related to Japan.
Upon their return, they each write a report describing what they have learned. The next few issues
of TSCA News will include excerpts from these post‐trip reports, which are based on their ﬁrsthand
observa ons and experiences.

First in a series of reports from TSCA’s 2016 Student Exchange Delegation

animation in Japan
When I was about 12 years old I was
introduced to Japanese animation,
simply called “anime,” and I became
hooked. Because of the variety, it has
inspired me toward my goal of be‐
coming an animator.
My experience in Japan as an
exchange student was completely
unlike any experience a tourist could
ever have. The most unique part be‐
ing the chance to live with Japanese
families, whom I’ve grown to love as
a part of my own.

By Sarah Donaldson
are live‐action versions of manga and
anime. Many people enjoy watching
these adaptations. My irst host mom
watched a live‐action manga adapta‐
tion with me.
The famous animation of Studio
Ghibli creates more serious and
complex stories. It is nicknamed
“The Disney of Japan,” and is as
popular as Disney is in America.
I visited the Ghibli Museum in Mitaka,
Tokyo. Due to its popularity, you have
to reserve a date to go about two
months in advance. The museum was not only illed
to the brim with displays of concept art and animation
demonstrations, but it also had displays from a few
other animation companies as well as Ghibli short ilms
that can only be viewed exclusively at the museum.

As I lived out my everyday life with my host family and
my trips around Kashiwa and Japan, I was reminded
constantly of my research topic. It was everywhere!
Anime and manga (comic) characters appeared in
souvenir shops, shopping centers, and advertise‐
ments—in much greater evidence than in our everyday I don’t think I would be working to become an animator
lives in America.
if it weren’t for Japanese animation, and I hope to
return to Japan some day to visit my host families and
One huge difference between the two countries is that
the people of Kashiwa, whom I already miss so much.
many adults in Japan enjoy reading manga and watch‐
Thank you again for letting me experience this once in
ing anime. My host dad, who loves to read manga, took
a lifetime trip. 
me to a manga café , a library of manga that you can
read while eating complimentary ice cream and soft
[Editor’s note: Sarah will serve on the TSCA Board next
drinks. After he got off work one night, we spent about year as a Student Representative.]
an hour at a manga café and rented some manga from
the local movie rental. Many Japanese movies right now
TSCA News / November 2016
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Torrance Sister City Association

is looking for highly-motivated Torrance residents who are
high school sophomores through college freshmen, 19
years old and younger, to serve as cultural ambassadors
in the Student Cultural Exchange Program.
Since 1974, TSCA has sponsored hundreds of students to
represent the highest qualities of American youth in
Kashiwa, Japan, our sister city, for three unforgettable
weeks in July.
Download application at our website
Email: torrancesistercityinfo@gmail.com

• Promote international friendship
and understanding
• Become part of a family in
Kashiwa, Japan
• Visit modern Tokyo and the ancient
temples of Kyoto
• Gain understanding of Japanese
customs & daily life
• Experience Hiroshima
• Make lifelong friends and much,
much more!

APPLICATION must be postmarked by Monday, December 19, 2016 • TorranceSisterCity.org

Alumni Update

By Gail Roule e

Fred and Ann Peitzman, TSCA members for 28 years, have had all three of their offspring
go to Kashiwa on the student exchange program. Here is an update on their interesting and
productive lives along with photos of their families.

Kris (student delegate, 1980) and her husband, John Itokazu, have two sons who
are currently in college. Kris has been a third‐grade teacher, sharing a contract,
for 18 years in the Alpine School District. For several years, Kris had a side business
making beads and turning them into unique jewelry or other items. Her hobby now
is being a “picker,” scouting thrift stores and reselling her purchases online. Kris and
John’s home in Santee is in the Starlight Circle of 80 houses where, akin to our Sleepy
Hollow area here in Torrance, homeowners create elaborate decorations on their
property over the Christmas holidays.
Tom (student delegate, 1981) lives in Pasadena with his wife, Christa. Their three
daughters have graduated from college and all are gainfully employed. One of them
is married. Tom has worked all his career in the ilm industry. He is a visual effects
producer and co‐producer for different studios and works as an independent
contractor. His work takes him on location to numerous faraway places such as
Australia, India, Costa Rica, Russia, China and, most recently, Vietnam.

Bob (student delegate, 1988) and his wife, Shannon, have a son in high school
and a daughter in elementary school. Bob, an Eagle Scout himself, is Scout Master
for his son’s troop. He also creates displays for the Western Museum of Flight,
and is famous locally for the highly inventive haunted house he constructs every
Halloween at his home in West Torrance. For 19 years, Bob was employed at
Sony Image Works as a digital compositor. Recently, however, he was accepted
on a contract basis at Disney Imagineering—a highly coveted position. He will be
working on a new Avatar ride for one of the theme parks in Florida. 

Nominating Committee Report
By Jill Maroney, Nominating Committee Chair
The Nominating Committee is pleased to announce the
Torrance Sister City Association’s newest Board Members:
Keiko Clark, Mark Gelbaum, Jennifer Hirashiki, and Ronald Reeve.
And welcome back for a second term to Dana Cortez.
We'd also like to welcome Judy Gibson, who will be filling
a board vacancy.
They will serve a three-year term, beginning in January 2017.
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Kashiwa News
By Hisataka Takikawa

The Kashiwa-shi Bunka-Sai (Cultural Festival) was held on October 20-23. Calligraphy works,
which were written by TSCA Student Delegates while they were in Kashiwa this past summer, were on display
at the calligraphy exhibition. The translation of the characters, from left to right, are as follows:
Flower, Sky, Ocean, Love, Cherry, Wind, Mind, Young, and Flower. (Photo by Mike Arai)

The 2016 Kashiwa Student Delegates’ briefing session was held on October 16.
The students gave wonderful speeches about their unforgettable experiences in Torrance.
Left photo - The 2016 Kashiwa student delegates with Deputy Mayor Ishiguro (first row, third from left).
Right photo - At the briefing session, there were many table displays of souvenirs from Torrance
and other places the student delegates visited in August. 
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English Teacher Report
By Amie Komae

The Challenge of Teaching English Writing
As a native English teacher here
at Ichikashi, one of my main
responsibilities is teaching the
third year (senior) English
Writing class. Stephanie (the
other TSCA English teacher)
and I teach this class to four
homerooms, meeting with each
class twice a week. Our goal is
to expand upon the grammar
the students learn in their
regular English classes and
give them a chance to elevate
their communication skills in
written form.

can get through 4‐5 questions.
Then we collect their journals
and “rough edit” their entries
for them, circling the spelling
errors, underlining incorrect
grammatical structures, and
giving advice on where to add
more detail. During the next
class, we hand back the note‐
books and give students plenty
of time to edit their writing.
Once the editing process is
complete, we check their
notebooks one more time to
make sure all is well, and then
give them the green light to
rewrite their passage in its
entirety on a new page, in pen.

Although Japanese students
start studying English from
elementary school, they tend to
This process can oftentimes
have dif iculty writing exten‐
seem tedious, considering we
sively in English, especially
have a total of 100 students in
when asked to write creatively.
our writing classes, meaning
This is due to a variety of
100 journals! But at the end of
factors, but the main one being
One of the assignments we do in our class is write letters
the day, it is completely worth
that the focus on English learn‐
to various schools in Australia and the United States.
it to be a native English teacher
ing in Japan heavily leans on
The students write about their own personal take on a topic,
helping these students improve
and end with a question to ask the students to whom they
vocabulary, memorization, and
are writing. Tanaka sensei then sends these letters abroad their writing skills.
repetition. Writing is not neces‐
and we await an answer!
sarily a high priority, so we have
It is no easy task, but I know
tried our best to structure the
studying English will greatly
class in a way in which the students feel comfortable
bene it these students in the future, so I am motivated
writing freely, are encouraged frequently, learn from
every day to come to work!
their mistakes, and ultimately produce a well‐written
My hope for the students is that they will gain
inal draft. My dad is a copywriter, so growing up I
con idence in their English writing skills and
always remember him editing through stacks of papers
realize that it’s okay to make mistakes, as long as
with a red pen, circling and highlighting things that
you edit them! 
needed to be moved around or changed. Nothing
makes you a better writer than editing and rewriting,
so that is what we focus on with our students.
Amie Komae has been teaching at Kashiwa
When we introduce a new lesson, we usually spend
time as a class brainstorming ideas. Then, Stephanie
and I pose a series of questions for the students to
answer that evolve around one topic. We ask these
one at a time, giving them 5‐10 minutes to answer as
thoroughly as possible. Usually in one class period we

Municipal High School (Ichikashi) since August 2015
as part of TSCA's 3‐year English Teacher program.
This program provides the opportunity to live and
work in Kashiwa while learning about the Japanese
language and culture.
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TORRANCE SISTER CITY ASSOCIATION

2017 Membership Application

Except for the Life Membership, all dues are in eﬀect from January 1 to December 31
Individual
Family
Suppor ng
Benefactor
Life member

Name ______________________________________________________
Address ____________________________________________________
City ___________________________State ____ ZIP Code ___________
Telephone (

$20 per year
$40 per year
$75+ per year
$125+ per year
$2,000+ (one‐ me dona on)

) _____________________ E‐mail address________________________________________

My membership is:

NEW

RENEWAL

Directory Update: New address

I do not want to be listed in the TSCA directory
New telephone number

New e‐mail address

I am interested in par cipa ng in TSCA ac vi es ______________________________________
Enclosed is a donation to TSCA (in addition to my annual dues) in the amount: $______ Total enclosed: $_________
Make your check payable to TSCA and mail with this form to:

Torrance Sister City Associa on
c/o Community Services Department
3031 Torrance Blvd.
Torrance, CA 90503

If you have any ques ons about your membership, please email Reiko Higa at tscamembership@gmail.com
TSCA mee ngs are held on the second Monday of each month, except in August and December, at the Civic Center West Annex Commission Room, 7 pm

Teach English
in Kashiwa, Japan
The Torrance Sister City Association seeks qualified
applicants for one high school English teacher
in Kashiwa, Japan, the Sister City of Torrance.
A minimum one-year contract runs from
August 1, 2017, to July 31, 2018. The contract is
renewable for a maximum three-year assignment.
Duties: Conduct and assist in a variety of English conversation
classes; assist with coordinating campus visits by parents,
administrators, and junior high students; and assist with
extracurricular activities, which may include judging and
assisting with speech contests, serving as adviser to the
English Conversation Club and business trips, and coach
students for college interviews. Volunteer work with KIRA
(Kashiwa International Relations Association) and other
city groups may also be required.

Qualifications
Applicants must:
 Live or work in Torrance
 Be fluent in written and spoken English
 Hold a Bachelor’s degree plus a teaching credential
or have demonstrated teaching experience
 Possess a keen interest in the Japanese language
and culture
 Represent the Torrance Sister City Association and
foster the goals and objectives of the English Teacher
Exchange Program.

Torrance Sister City Association

Compensation
 Annual salary of
approximately 4,800,000
Japanese yen
 One-way airfare from
Los Angeles to Japan
 National health insurance
(deducted from
monthly salary)
 Subsidized housing and
transportation allowance
 Paid Japanese holidays
and personal days

To Apply
Please send resume,
cover letter, and two letters
of recommendation by
U.S. mail only.
Must be postmarked by
April 14, 2017 and received
by April 21, 2017.

Mail to:
Lori Chong Eurich, Chair
TSCA English Teacher
Selection Committee
Attn: Community Services Dept.
c/o 3031 Torrance Blvd.
Torrance, CA 90503
Qualified applicants will be scheduled
for panel interviews in May. For more
information, call Lori Chong Eurich
at (310) 373-6146.

www.torrancesistercity.org

TORRANCE SISTER CITY ASSOCIATION
Have You Considered Being an Adult Leader for
the TSCA Student Cultural Exchange Program?
2018

Contact: Werner Willoughby, TSCA

president at
Torrancesistercityinfo@gmail.com. Send
application, resume, cover letter and
two signed reference letters by
December 5, 2016. Qualified applicants
will be called for a panel interview with
the Adult Leader Selection Committee.

Please see website for more details at
www.TorranceSisterCity.org
Mail all material to:
Torrance Sister City Association
c/o Cultural Services Division
3031 Torrance Blvd. • Torrance, CA 90503
Attention: Adult Leader Program

