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This will be an exciting month for TSCA!
On behalf of TSCA, let me welcome the delegation from
Kashiwa to Torrance: Miki Akita, Megumi Arai, Minori
Hisanaga, Yuki Katsuuma, Shiori Murakami, Karin Osawa, Kanami
Tsukada, Rina Yamada, and their adult leader Mr. Seiichi Miyata.
I hope that their stay will be filled with interesting cultural experiences,
historically significant topics, including those in the Japanese-American
community, memorable interactions with the people of Torrance
(especially their host families), and fun-filled activities!
We need to recognize and thank the Host Family Committee, especially
Chair Michelle Heredia and Susan Reeve, for their hard work in securing
host families and matching them with our Kashiwa guests for a Torrance
and American experience. They processed a lot of data and considered
many factors to arrive at their pairing of host family and guest.
For extending their hospitality to the Kashiwa delegation, many thanks to
the following host families: Barragan/Cortez, Clark, Donaldson, Fu, Furey,
Hirashiki, Hsiao, Ihde-Dunlap, Ito, Kang, Kido, Little, Mayemura, Reeve,
Scotto, Shetti and Wheeler. The exchange program would not be
possible without your generosity. Here’s hoping that the experience is as
rewarding for you as the students.
continued on page 2 >

Since 1973, the cities of
Torrance, California, and
Kashiwa, Japan, have enjoyed
a sister city partnership, with the
goal of furthering international
friendship across cultures.

Many thanks to all of our host families for their kind hospitality extended to the Kashiwa student
delegates in August. We appreciate their generosity in opening their homes and sharing their
American way of life.

CALENDAR
AUGUST 5 & 19
City Hall Closed

AUGUST 8
Welcome Reception for Kashiwa
Student Delegates (5:30 pm)
George Nakano Theatre
Torrance Cultural Arts Center
3330 Civic Center Dr.
Torrance, CA 90503
Contact: Steven Ihde
steven.ihde@gmail.com

AUGUST 10
Chili Cook-Off + Square Dance (5:30 pm)
Toyota USA Automotive Museum
19600 Van Ness Blvd.
Torrance, CA 90501
Contact: Donna Dunlap
IhdeBat@aol.com

AUGUST 24
Sayonara Banquet (5:30 pm-9 pm)
Toyota USA Automotive Museum
19600 Van Ness Blvd.
Torrance, CA 90501
Contact: Lori Chong Eurich
lace167@hotmail.com

Torrance Sister City
Association
PRESIDENT
Werner Willoughby
VICE PRESIDENT
David Gelbaum

cont’d from page 1

Another thank you goes to our Orientation Committee: Chair David
Gelbaum and members Sherri Crowson, Jen Hirashiki, Yuki Tsujii,
and Reiko Higa. They had eight meetings with our students in preparation
for their trip. From language, Japanese dance (odori), gift giving, food,
customs, manners, research topics, and speeches for Kashiwa to the history of Torrance, they covered it all. With this thorough preparation, they
had all they needed to enjoy Kashiwa and the people of Japan.
Thank you to our English teachers, Stephanie Mikamo and Amie Komae,
for assisting the Kashiwa students with their welcome speeches as they
prepare for their trip to Torrance. Arigato also for giving our Torrance
students a tour of Kashiwa Municipal High School. Many thanks Stephanie
and Amie...TSCA is very proud of you!
Recently, you should have received the new Membership Directory for
2016 in the mail. Reiko Higa, our Membership Chair, has spent countless
hours verifying the current membership and including the email address
that you submitted with your application. Thank you Reiko for assembling
such a valuable resource for TSCA.
Thank you to our Kashiwa liaison, Mr. Hisataka Takikawa, for sending
the wonderful pictures, which show the excitement, fun, and cultural
encounters that our Torrance students are having in Kashiwa. Each of the
pictures allowed the people of Torrance to enjoy the “trip of a lifetime”
that our students and their Adult Leader, Jen Hirashiki, are experiencing.
TSCA and the student delegates and their parents are so very grateful
to KIRA, the Torrance Committee, Kashiwa students, adult leaders and,
especially, the host families in Kashiwa who opened their doors, welcomed
our students as members of their families, and were so gracious with
their hospitality. Getting to know people on a personal level does so
much to promote understanding and friendship between people, cities,
and countries.
Two important reminders: It’s not too late to sign up for the Sayonara
Banquet, Square Dancing, and Chili Cook-Off. You can make reservations at
the Welcome Reception on Monday, August 8. We look forward to seeing
you there! Also, don’t forget to register your email address to receive your
e-newsletter (see Insert). 

SECRETARY
Dana Cortez

Historian & Photographer Wanted

TREASURER
Cindy Scotto

With the retirement of Amy Coury from the TSCA Historical Committee, we find ourselves
in need of a Historian. We are looking for a volunteer who is interested in helping to keep
the annual records – either as an addition to the committee or as the designated Historian.
Duties include assembling materials in a binder, which can be done at home and does not
require regular meetings.

______________
Newsletter Editor
Summer Nagano Gray
Newsletter Distribution
Donna Dunlap

Comments or submissions?
Please send an email to
tscanewsletter@gmail.com
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In addition, we are looking for someone who can serve as TSCA’s official Photographer
and help chronicle our many activities.
Please let one of us know if either of these opportunities sounds like something you
might be able to assist with. We will be happy to discuss details with you!
Contact: Gail Roulette at rayngailroulette@verizon.net
Hazel Taniguchi at HazNT@aol.com

Member Spotlight
Kenneth Chan Family
Among only five names on
the list of TSCA Life Members
is the Kenneth Chan Family.
The Chans realized the value
of TSCA early on, when
daughter Alisha was part of
the student exchange to
Kashiwa in 2005. Then another daughter, Cindy, went
in 2013. In between these
times, Kenneth served as a
member of the Board for two
terms. In addition, for many
years, he has donated all of
the meat that is barbecued for
festival-goers at Bunka-Sai.
Kenneth Chan working the barbecue station at Bunka-Sai,

By Gail Roulette
University of Hawaii, majoring
in Japanese. They came to
California in 1990, and have
lived in Torrance since 1994.
Kenneth has been part of the
Magella Medical Group of
Southern California since
1999 and has been involved
with the Pediatric Therapy
Network. He is an avid reader,
particularly of historical
fiction. Janice has been a
homemaker since they began
their family in 1988.

Their family includes Alisha
(28), who attends graduate
TSCA’s largest annual fundraiser.
Kenneth was born in Hong
school in Chicago and is
Kong, then emigrated to the
majoring in psychology; Cindy (20), an undergraduate
U.S. when he was 10 years old, first to the West Coast
majoring in occupational therapy, in Forest Grove,
and then to Hawaii. He graduated from Iolani School
Oregon; and Janelle (24), who lives in New York.
in Honolulu on the island of Oahu. In Hawaii, he met
Kenneth and Janice look forward to many trips to
his future wife, Janice, who graduated from Aiea High
visit their daughters.
School on Oahu.
Thank you, Chan Family, for your lifelong interest and
The couple began their marriage in 1987 in Boston,
involvement in TSCA. We appreciate you very much! 
Massachusetts. There Kenneth attended Boston
University, majoring in medicine. Janice attended the

Alumni Update

By Gail Roulette

Congratulations to Garrett

Reeve (student delegate 2015), who was promoted to Eagle Scout in
June 2016. This is the highest rank attainable in the Boy Scouts of America. Left photo: Garrett pictured
at right, poses with Eagle Scout brothers Maxwell Reeve and Jay Matsumoto. Right photo: TSCA student
delegates from 2015 attend Garrett’s Eagle Scout award ceremony. 
TSCA News / August 2016
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Torrance Delegates in Japan 2016
For three weeks in July, TSCA’s eight student delegates enjoyed their “trip of a lifetime”
as part of the Kashiwa-Torrance sister city student cultural exchange program.
Along with their 2016 Adult Leader Jennifer Hirashiki, the students—Erika Clark, Sarah Donaldson,
William Fu, Ashley Kang, Derek Kido, Miwa Mayemura, Jeena Shetti, and Anna Wheeler—lived with
Japanese host families, were introduced to many new cultural experiences,
and enjoyed a whirlwind of activities, such as meeting the Kashiwa mayor, performing the
Japanese tea ceremony, making soba noodles, visiting an old Japanese village, making origami,
learning karate and Japanese calligraphy, making sushi, playing taiko,
participating in an odori (Japanese dance) contest, feeding deer in Miyajima,
and taking side trips to Hiroshima, Kyoto, and Tokyo.
Pictured here are some of these activities.
To view more photos of their trip, go to http://torrancekashiwa2016.wixsite.com/japan-2016
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English Teacher Report
By Stephanie Mikamo

Torrance Delegates in Kashiwa
Summer is always a busy
season for Kashiwa and
Torrance. With the
longstanding relationship
between the two cities,
summer is the highlight
because the Torrance
delegates come to Japan
for three weeks, and then
soon after, the Kashiwa
delegates visit Torrance
for three weeks.
It’s a beautiful exchange
of culture, life, and
experience.

both Torrance and
Kashiwa.

During their visit to Ichikashi, the Torrance delegates met TSCA’s two

After being in the teacher
program organized by
TSCA, I understand the
strong bonds that the
sister cities share. However, the sole connection
of Kashiwa and Torrance
was strong enough to
take these students out of
their comfort zones and
explore an entirely foreign country in a language they are not the
most comfortable with.

In the spring, both Amie
English teachers, toured the school, and ate lunch with the students.
(TSCA’s other English
The speeches were filled
teacher) and I worked with the Kashiwa delegates to
with hopes of learning about the other culture, making
introduce them to life in Torrance and help them with
lasting friendships, and ultimately creating memories
their speeches for the welcome reception. Working
they can take home.
with these students was great because these are the
These hopes and wishes from the students don’t come
students TSCA will be receiving in August.
to fruition on their own. It takes a whole village to
The day after the Torrance delegates arrived in Japan,
make these hopes and dreams come true. Not only
Ichikashi (the high school where Amie and I teach) was
does it require courage for the students to take this
on the itinerary for their first full day. Amie, a few
brave step forward, but it also takes the support of
other English teachers, and I welcomed them to our
their families to send them to Japan and then open up
school. The delegates ate lunch with some of our
their home to a student from another country in
Japanese students, were given a tour of our campus,
reciprocation. It also takes the support of those in
and welcomed with a marvelous performance by our
the Kashiwa and Torrance community to create and
brass band. Then, we all headed out to visit the
organize events for the students to foster the best
Yoshida Residence, where Mr. Miyata gave us a tour of
environment possible.
the residence, with its history of over 100 years. The
I was only able to see the delegates at the beginning of
Torrance delegates were able to get a taste of not only
their journey...I am so excited to learn about the rest of
what life is like at a Japanese high school, but learn a
their experiences here in Japan and how their lives
little history as well.
have changed because of it. 
In the evening, all the host families, Torrance delegates, Kashiwa delegates, KIRA members, and special
Stephanie Mikamo has been teaching at
guests attended a dinner for the Torrance delegation
Kashiwa Municipal High School (Ichikashi) since
as a warm welcome to Kashiwa. The night was filled
August 2014 as part of TSCA's 3-year English
with great speeches, given by delegations from each
Teacher program. This program provides the
city, lovely performances, and traditional odori dance.
Throughout the day, the one recurring theme that was
made even clearer to me was the connection between

opportunity to live and work in Kashiwa while
learning about the Japanese language and culture.
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TSCA News Is Going Digital!
The TSCA News publication will be going digital in a few months.
Read below for instructions on how to sign up for your digital newsletter
or continue to receive a hard copy.

Digital Newsletter
If you have access to a computer and you have an e-mail address, you may
sign up today to receive the TSCA News publication by e-mail in beautiful color!
Here’s how:
1. Send an email to

tsca.enews@gmail.com



Include your name and postal mailing address as confirmation.



Include email addresses for other members of the family (including students)
who wish to receive our newsletter.



Include email address for friends who have past TSCA connections or who would be
interested in receiving our newsletter.

2. Click on SEND. You are done!
We will inform you through our printed newsletter when the first e-newsletter will be sent.
Also, please note that TSCA does NOT share its list of email addresses with anyone for any reason.


Printed Newsletter
If you DO NOT have access to a computer, you may continue to receive a
hard copy of the TSCA News by postal mail.
Please fill out the following information and mail this tear-off to:
Torrance Sister City Association
c/o Community Services Department
3031 Torrance Blvd.
Torrance, CA 90503
Name _____________________________________________________________________________________________
Address ___________________________________________________________________________________________
City ____________________________________________________ State _______ ZIP code___________________

Welcome Reception
Monday, August 8, 2016 ● 5:30 pm
Join us as we welcome the Kashiwa
student delegates to Torrance!
George Nakano Theatre
Torrance Cultural Arts Center
3300 Civic Center Dr.
Torrance, CA 90503
This event is a potluck.
Please bring enough food for 8 people.

Square
+ Dance
Wednesday, August 10, 2016, 5:30 pm
Let’s show our Kashiwa friends what
Western hospitality is all about!



Family: Main dish plus salad,
side dish, or dessert



Single or Couple: Salad, side dish,
or dessert

Sayonara Banquet
Wednesday, August 24, 2016
5:30 pm-9 pm
Join us as we bid farewell to the
Kashiwa students and thank the
Host Families

Toyota USA Automotive Museum

Toyota USA Automotive Museum

19600 Van Ness Avenue
Torrance, CA 90501

19600 Van Ness Avenue
Torrance, CA 90501

Bring a gallon of your favorite homemade chili
to enter in the Chili Cook-Off contest! This event
is a potluck, so if chili is not your thing, bring a
salad or fruit or a fruit salad. Please bring ample
portions, enough to feed at least 8 people.

Dinner Tickets
$30 for adults
$10 for children 10 years and under
Tickets will NOT be sold at the door
Sign up at the Welcome Reception on August 8
to reserve your seat.
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TORRANCE SISTER CITY ASSOCIATION

2016 Membership Application
Except for the Life Membership, all dues are in effect from January 1 to December 31
Individual
Family
Supporting
Benefactor
Life member

Name ______________________________________________________
Address ____________________________________________________
City ___________________________State ____ ZIP Code ___________
Telephone (

$20 per year
$40 per year
$75+ per year
$125+ per year
$2,000+ (one-time donation)

) _____________________ E-mail address________________________________________

My membership is:  NEW

 RENEWAL

Directory Update: New address

 I do not want to be listed in the TSCA directory

New telephone number

New e-mail address

I am interested in participating in TSCA activities ______________________________________
Enclosed is a donation to TSCA (in addition to my annual dues) in the amount: $______ Total enclosed: $_________
Make your check payable to TSCA and mail with this form to:

Torrance Sister City Association
c/o Community Services Department
3031 Torrance Blvd.
Torrance, CA 90503

If you have any questions about your membership, please email Reiko Higa at tscamembership@gmail.com
TSCA meetings are held on the second Monday of each month, except in August and December, at the Civic Center West Annex Commission Room, 7 pm

