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Since 1973, the cities of
Torrance, California, and
Kashiwa, Japan, have enjoyed
a sister city partnership, with the
goal of furthering international
friendship across cultures.

The next two months will be some exciting times in
Kashiwa and Torrance as our students, led by Adult Leader
Jen Hirashiki, leave for Kashiwa on July 12 and return on
August 2.
This all started back in December of 2015 when aspiring Torrance student
delegates submitted their applications and progressed through many
activities, which included their entire family. In about two weeks, as this
is written, this will all become a reality…the “trip of a lifetime” is here!
May all of their experiences exceed their expectations.
At the TSCA Board meeting on June 13, the Board approved a motion for
Lori Chong Eurich to fill the open Board position. Welcome, Lori!
Now, we need to discuss several very important notices, which you will
find in this issue:
First, you will find the Activity Order Form, giving you the opportunity to
really enjoy the many activities in August when the Kashiwa delegation
visits. Activities include Square Dancing and a Chili Cook-Off, a performance
at the Hollywood Bowl and a Dodger game (which are perennial sellouts),
and the most memorable event, the Sayonara Banquet. Please join us, meet
the students from Torrance and Kashiwa, and be part of some great activities that reinforce the relations between students, adults and two wonderful cities! Please remember to return the emergency contact form with your
order form. All forms and payment must be postmarked by July 22.
Included are four pages of detailed activities for August, with dates and
times to help you plan your participation.
Second, please consider being a host family for one week in August. As this
issue goes to press, we may or may not have enough families to share their
home and American way of life with the Kashiwa delegates. If you are interested in hosting, please complete the Host Family Interest Form on page 3.
Last, as mentioned in the June issue, we need your help in making the transition from a hard copy of our newsletter to an e-version. This move will
save time, cost, and resources, plus come to you in a more efficient manner
and in “living color.” Believe me, color adds so much enjoyment to reading
the newsletter. It’s very simple…if you have access to a computer and an
email address, please email your name and home mailing address to
tsca.enews@gmail.com and you’re done. If you do not have access to a
computer, please complete the form with your mailing address, return the
form to TSCA, and you will continue to receive your newsletter via the
U.S. Postal Service. This will improve communication with our membership
and facilitate the growth of TSCA. 

Membership News

CALENDAR
JULY 4, 8 & 22

By Reiko Higa, Membership Chair

City Hall Closed

NEW AND RENEWED MEMBERSHIPS

JULY 11

Individual ($20/year)

TSCA Association Meeting (7-9 pm)
City Hall West Annex
Commission Room
3031 Torrance Blvd
Torrance, CA 90503
Contact: Werner Willoughby
w.p.willoughby@gmail.com

Thank you for joining or renewing your membership for 2016. For questions about
membership, please contact Reiko Higa at reikookinawa@gmail.com. 

Marlow, Patricia

Kashiwa News
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PRESIDENT
Werner Willoughby
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David Gelbaum
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Dana Cortez
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Cindy Scotto

______________
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Summer Nagano Gray
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Donna Dunlap

By Hisataka Takikawa
In May, the Kashiwa International Relations Association (KIRA) held
a ribbon-cutting ceremony to mark the opening of its new office.
KIRA has been designated as the administrator of the international
Kashiwa Cross-cultural Center.
The new office is on
the third floor of a
27-floor new building
close to the east
entrance of the
Kashiwa Station.
The nickname of the
third floor is “Palette
Kashiwa.” 

Comments or submissions?
Please send an email to
tscanewsletter@gmail.com

SAVE THE DATE

Wednesday, August 24, 2016  5:30 pm-9 pm

Sayonara Banquet
Join us as we bid farewell to the Kashiwa students
and thank the Host Families
Toyota Auto Museum (19600 Van Ness Ave, Torrance, CA 90501)
Dinner Tickets: $30 for adults / $10 for children 10 years and under
Tickets will NOT be sold at the door
Mail in Activity Order Form and check by July 22, 2016
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Expand your Cultural Horizons
Host a student from
Kashiwa, Japan, for
1 week in August
Share our American culture with a student from Kashiwa for the experience of a lifetime!
The students stay with two host families during their 18-day stay in Torrance.
All daytime activities are planned and hosted by the Torrance Sister City Association (TSCA).
Host families are responsible for transporting their students to and from the West Annex at City Hall each morning
and late afternoon. Some weeknight activities are planned and host families are welcome to join the fun!
At all other times, the host families will arrange their own activities and meals with their exchange student in
accordance with TSCA guidelines. Each host family will have one weekend to plan their own activities.
Kashiwa students are able to communicate in English.
An orientation meeting for all Host Families will be held in late June or early July.
QUESTIONS? Please call Host Family Chair MICHELLE HEREDIA at (310) 480-6691

TORRANCE SISTER CITY ASSOCIATION, INC.
HOST FAMILY INTEREST FORM
All first-time applicants will be screened by TSCA

Name _________________________________________________________ Phone ____________________________

Address __________________________________________________________________________________________
Email ________________________________________ Emergency/Daytime Phone______________________________
We would prefer to host a

Boy ________

We would prefer to host a student from

Girl ________

August 8-15 ________

Either ________
August 18-25 ________

Either week ________

Number in household _______________ Pets ___________________________________________________________
Name of Adults _______________________________________________ Occupation ___________________________
_______________________________________________ Occupation ___________________________
Children
Others

___________________________ M / F Age_____

__________________________ M / F Age_____

___________________________ M / F Age_____

__________________________ M / F Age_____

____________________________________________________________________________________

English Teacher Report
By Amie Komae

Cultural exchange broadens students’ world views
Recently, things have been quite
busy here at Ichikashi! We finished
mid-terms at the end of May, then
welcomed a group of 16 students
from North High School in June.
Being a North High alum, I was so
excited to see my fellow Saxons
here in Japan. (I participated in the
Kashiwa exchange program when I
was in high school.) The students
had a great week together, visiting
places like Tokyo Dome, Asakusa,
Disneyland, and participating in a
variety of activities, such as
kimono wearing, kendo class,
karaoke, calligraphy class, joint
English classes, and a lovely farewell party on their last day.

While the North High students
were here, I noticed two big differences between high school students in America and high school
students in Japan.
For one, when the North High
students arrived, I immediately
noticed their boldness to ask
questions and inquire about all the
details of their days. Here at
Ichikashi, students usually stay
quiet, follow the crowd, and only
ask the teacher questions if necessary. When I asked the Ichikashi
students their impression of the
North High students they all said,
“They are so confident!”
The other interesting difference
was the adjustment the North High
students had to make when it came
to the commute time and daily routine of the Japanese students.
In the U.S., the average high school
student drives 10 minutes to get to
school, has classes from 8am-3pm,
then goes home at 4pm or 5pm,
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The Ichikashi high school students and the North High students enjoyed a rich cultural
exchange, appreciating differences and bonding over similarities.

depending on club activities or
studying at the library.
Here in Japan, many students wake
up at 5am to ride their bike 1 hour
to school for morning practice or
to study. Then, they stay after
school until 7pm or 8pm, participating in club activities. This
rigorous schedule is normal for
Japanese students, but it was quite
the culture shock for the American
students. By the end of the week,
the North High students were
exhausted and a few of them
expressed their amazement after
experiencing the lives of their host
students, “How do they do this
every day?”
There were a lot of other differences, too, but what overshadowed
all of the differences was the way
both schools really came together
and shared some incredible
memories. I loved witnessing the
students bond over things like
sports, Disneyland, Snapchat,
pop music, food, and the genuine

friendliness and hospitality that
goes beyond words. Each North
High student made a short speech
to their host families at the farewell party, and there was not a
dry eye in the room!
We are truly blessed to have the
connection between Torrance and
Kashiwa, and I feel so honored to
be a part of it. Both the North High
program and the TSCA program do
an incredible job of offering the
students opportunities to expand
their horizons and embrace the
beauty of a foreign culture. 

Amie Komae has been
teaching at Kashiwa
Municipal High School
(Ichikashi) since August
2015 as part of TSCA's
3-year English Teacher
program. This program
provides the opportunity to live and
work in Kashiwa while learning about
the Japanese language and culture.

Detailed Calendar of Events for August 2016
Kashiwa Exchange Students’ Activities
Please read these instructions carefully.







The West Annex of Torrance City Hall (3031 Torrance Blvd.) is the main drop-off and pick-up location
for these activities; however, there will be other drop-off and pick-up locations on certain days.
The starting times are Departure times. Please meet at the location at least 10 minutes prior to Departure time.
Transportation will be via a City of Torrance bus provided exclusively for TSCA use unless otherwise noted.
Priority on the bus goes to the Kashiwa group, activity leader(s), Torrance exchange students, and host families.
Drop-off and pick-up arrangements are the responsibility of the host families, not the activity leader(s).
Students or the activity leader will call to inform host families of arrival times at the West Annex
if the arrival time is different than the posted time.
Questions? Email Werner Willoughby at w.p.willoughby@gmail.com

DAY AND TIME

DETAILED INFORMATION AND INSTRUCTIONS

Monday
August 8

The 2016 Torrance students, Jennifer Hirashiki (2016 Adult Leader), Werner
Willoughby (TSCA President) and other TSCA members will board a city bus to
meet students at LAX. They will arrive via Delta (Flight #284) at 11:00 am.
First host families take their student, or adult leader, home from the West Annex.
Second host families are welcome and encouraged to meet their guest at this time.
All host families and students meet at the Nakano Theater for the Welcome
Reception. All TSCA members/friends are encouraged to attend. This is a
Potluck; singles or couples bring a salad or dessert; families bring a salad or
dessert and a main dish. All entrees should serve 8 people. Bring your own
utensils and arrive by 5:30 pm.

10:30 am
1:00 pm
5:30 pm

Translator: None needed
Tuesday
August 9

9:00 am
9:45 am
10:00 am
11:30 am
1:00 pm
2:30 pm
3:30 pm
6:45 pm
7:30 pm

Courtesy call to Mayor Furey
Depart the West Annex for the Fire Department
Torrance Fire Department
Lunch at Farmers’ Market in Wilson Park
Torrance Police Department, forensics lab has limited space.
Select attire for Square Dance/Chili Cook-Off at Cultural Arts Center
Host families pick up students at the Cultural Arts Center (across from Torrance PD)
Meet in the City Council Chambers; Kashiwa group will be introduced and speak briefly.
Both host families and TSCA members are encouraged to attend.
Host families return home

Translator: Yoko
Wednesday
August 10

9:30 am
10:00 am
1:00 pm
3:30 pm
5:30 pm

9:00 pm

Leaders: Werner, Jennifer, Steven, Donna

Leader: Michelle Heredia

Depart West Annex for Oriental Motor and Torrance Bakery.
Note this is for Kashiwa students only.
Oriental Motor
Torrance Bakery, leave backpacks in bus, group photo for Sayonara Banquet cake
Host families pick up students at the West Annex
Chili Cook-Off/ Square Dance at Toyota USA Automotive Museum with Boots and Bows
Square Dance Club. Both host families are encouraged to participate.
Families of two or more, bring chili or salad; singles bring salad. All salads are of
your choice. Please bring enough to serve 8 people.
Host families take students home

Translators: Kulie Fintak (Oriental Motor)
Aki (Torrance Bakery)

Leaders: Jennifer, Lori, Butch, Donna, Steven
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Detailed Calendar of Events for August 2016
Kashiwa Exchange Students’ Activities (cont’d)
DAY AND TIME

DETAILED INFORMATION AND INSTRUCTIONS

Thursday
August 11

Depart West Annex for The Getty
Arrive at The Getty, tour grounds
The Getty opens
Arrive at UCLA, lunch on campus
Begin tour of campus (Bring sunscreen and comfortable shoes)
Leave UCLA for West Annex
Host families pick up students from West Annex

8:30 am
9:15 am
10:00 am
1:15 pm
2 :00 pm
4:30 pm
5:30 pm

Translator: Reiko

Friday
August 12

9:00 am
11:30 am
12:30 pm
2:30 pm
3:00 pm
5:30 pm
6:00 pm
7:00 pm
8:30 pm
11:45 pm

Leader: Werner

Depart West Annex for Torrance tour
Lunch
Bike ride at beach
Depart beach for the West Annex
Arrive at West Annex, pick up by host family
Meet at Wilson Park (Hollywood Bowl park and ride)
Board bus for Hollywood Bowl concert
Dinner at the Bowl (guest should have dinner if host family is not attending)
Hollywood Bowl concert, Sergio Mendes & 50 years of Brasil ’66, Fireworks
Host families pick up students from Wilson Park (time is approximate)

Translator: Yoko

Leaders: Donna, Janet Payne, Debbie Simpson

Saturday and Sunday
August 13 & 14

FREE WEEKEND WITH 1st HOST FAMILY
Wear sunscreen for outdoor activities!

Monday
August 15

Depart West Annex for International Transportation Service, Inc. (ITS)
Arrive ITS. Please note safety requirements for all participants: closed-toed
shoes that cover the entire foot, socks, pants, no jewelry (including watches,
necklaces). Bring a photo ID.
Depart ITS for Ralphs Market/shopping/cooking
Cooking at South High School, Kashiwa students bring the aprons you received at the
Welcome Reception.
Depart for park, lunch and games
Depart for West Annex
Host families pick up students at West Annex

8:30 am
9:00 am
11:00 am
11:45 am
1:15 pm
4:00 pm
4:30 pm
Translator: ITS

Tuesday - Thursday
August 16 - August 18

Leaders: Steven, Jen

SAN DIEGO Trip for Kashiwa Delegation ONLY
BRING SUNSCREEN!!!

Please Note: 1st and 2nd Host Families arrange transfer of luggage
2nd Host Family pick up at the West Annex when the students return on Thursday (8/18).
We will call host families to provide an update on arrival time
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Detailed Calendar of Events for August 2016
Kashiwa Exchange Students’ Activities (cont’d)
DAY AND TIME

DETAILED INFORMATION AND INSTRUCTIONS

NOTE: City Hall/West Annex are closed today – No restroom facilities
Friday
August 19

8:15 am
9:00 am
10:15 am
11:00 am
12:30 pm
1:30 pm
2:15 pm
2:30 pm
5:30 pm
6:15 pm

Depart West Annex for Little Tokyo
Tour Little Tokyo, Fugetsu Do, Weller Court, Rafu Shimpo
Go For Broke Monument
Japanese American National Museum Tour (opens at 11:00)
Lunch, Restaurant
Continue tour?
Depart for Science Center and Space Shuttle
Space Shuttle Endeavor, California Science Center
Depart Exposition Park
Arrive West Annex

Translator: Reiko

Saturday and Sunday
August 20-21

Monday
August 22

FREE WEEKEND WITH 2nd HOST FAMILY
Wear sunscreen for outdoor activities!

8:15 am
9:00 am
8:00 pm
9:00 pm

Depart West Annex for Knott’s Berry Farm
Arrive Knott’s Berry Farm
Depart Knott’s Berry Farm for the West Annex
Host families pick up students at the West Annex (time is approximate)

Translator: Not needed

Tuesday
August 23

Leaders: Werner, Steven

8:30 am
9:00 am
11:30 am
12:00 pm
3:00 pm
5:00 pm

11:00 pm
Translator: Aki

Leader: David

Depart West Annex for King’s Hawaiian Bakery
Please note safety requirements for all participants at the bakery: closed-toed
shoes, pants, no jewelry, watches, necklaces or photography inside the bakery.
Arrive King’s Bakery
Depart King’s for Torrance Beach
Arrive at Torrance Beach for beach party and lunch
Host families pick up students at Torrance Beach (Miramar Park, near the parking
Kiosk and dolphin statue)
Depart West Annex for Dodger Stadium. The Kashiwa guests will have a “Dodger
Dog” for dinner. The return time is approximate due to possible extra innings and
traffic. We will call those families not attending the game as to our possible arrival
time at the West Annex.
Please note that backpacks are not allowed in Dodger Stadium.
Backpacks should be left home.
Host families pick up student at the West Annex
Leaders: Steven, Sherri (Student Club)
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Detailed Calendar of Events for August 2016
Kashiwa Exchange Students’ Activities
DAY AND TIME
Wednesday
August 24

8:30 am
2:30 pm
5:30 pm

DETAILED INFORMATION AND INSTRUCTIONS
Meet at the West Annex for breakfast, practice speeches, tour Kashiwa Sister City
exhibits at the West Annex, walk to the Del Amo Mall for shopping and lunch.
Host families p/u students by the Lazy Dog Cafe.
Sayonara Banquet at the Toyota USA Automotive Museum
19600 Van Ness Ave.
All host families must attend. TSCA will pay for the host PARENTS dinner.
Please check the order form.
This may be the most memorable event!

Thursday
August 25

9:00 pm

Sayonara Banquet ends

10:00 am

Meet at the Tom Bradley International Terminal for check-in, three hours before
flight time. The second host family will transport their Kashiwa guest to the airport.
Allow plenty of time for traffic congestion. First host families may also participate.
Drop off your guest with their luggage at the curb (TSCA people will be there
to assist) and then park your car.
Note to host families: The weight of the luggage must not exceed 50 pounds.
Please check luggage weight before leaving for LAX.
Farewells should not be prolonged as the Kashiwa group needs to be at their
departure gate at least 1.5 hours before boarding their aircraft.

1:10 pm

The Kashiwa group leaves for Japan via Delta (Flight #283) at 12:10 pm.
###

Sayonara, until we meet again!
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TORRANCE SISTER CITY ASSOCIATION
ATTN: AUGUST ACTIVITIES
c/o COMMUNITY SERVICES DEPARTMENT
3031 TORRANCE BLVD
TORRANCE, CA 90503

Mail both Activity Order Form + Emergency Contact Form to:

DEADLINE: Mail and postmark by Friday, July 22, 2016

Dinner
Dinner

Dodgers vs Giants

Sayonara Banquet

Tue
8/23/16

Wed
8/24/16

Provide/pay
for your own
dinner
Adult
Child < 10
Host Family
Parents

Provide/pay
for your own
meals

Lunch, Dinner

Mon
8/22/16

$15.00

Bring your
own dinner,
picnic style

$12.00

Meal
Cost per
person

Lunch

POTLUCK (fill in
# of Adults and
Children)
POTLUCK (fill in
# of Adults and
Children)
Lunch

Meal type

Little Tokyo, Japanese American
National Museum, Go For Broke,
Rafu Shimpo, Science Center,
Space Shuttle
Knott’s Berry Farm

# of
Children

Fri
8/19/16

The Getty, UCLA

Thur
8/11/16
Fri
8/12/16

# of
Adults

Dinner

Square Dance, Chili Cook-Off

Wed
8/10/16

List Name of ALL participants
for each event

Hollywood Bowl
Sergio Mendes & 50 Years of
Brasil ‘66, Fireworks

Welcome Reception

Event

Mon
8/8/16

Day/
Date

$30.00
(including
bus)
$30.00
$10.00
Paid by
TSCA

$38.00
Incl. Bus

Adult $12;
Student $8
(w/ID); Sr $8

$29.00
(including
bus)

Admission
Cost per
person

Meal
Subtotal

TOTAL
Amount
Due

Grand Total: $ _____________

Admission
Subtotal

Family Name _________________________________________ Phone _____________________________ Email ____________________________________

1) Include family name, phone number and e-mail address
2) Under “Name of Participants,” include First Name(s). If the person is a guest, add a “G” behind his/her name.
3) Admissions and Meal Costs are separate and should be calculated as such.
4) If Admissions and Meal Costs are not prepaid via this form, bring CASH ONLY; no credit/debit cards.
Make checks payable to “TSCA”
5) IMPORTANT! To participate, you must also complete and submit the EMERGENCY CONTACT FORM
for ALL individuals listed here.

DIRECTIONS (Note: Do NOT include Torrance Student Delegates on this form)

ACTIVITY ORDER FORM FOR AUGUST 2016 EVENTS

EMERGENCY CONTACT AND CONSENT FORM
AUGUST ACTIVITIES – 2016
Please note: If you, a family member or guest is/are a participant in any of the activities during
August 2016, this form must be completed and accompany the Participation and Order Form when it is
mailed back to TSCA. (Please photocopy if additional forms needed.) DUE: Friday, July 22, 2016
Family Name__________________________________________________________ Phone # _________________________
Address: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________
Please supply as much of the following information as applicable. If you have a guest,
please copy this form and complete a separate form for your guest. If your guest is a minor,
include his/her parents as the primary and secondary contacts and have one of the parents
sign the release at the bottom.
Name

Cell phone #

Work phone #

Relation in Family

______________________________
1. Primary Contact / Participant

____________________ ____________________

_______________

______________________________
2. Secondary Contact / Participant

____________________ ____________________

_______________

______________________________
3. Participant

____________________ ____________________

_______________

______________________________
4. Participant

____________________ ____________________

_______________

______________________________
5. Participant

____________________ ____________________

_______________

Specific health information you may wish to provide:
Person #
______ ___________________________________________________________________________
______

___________________________________________________________________________

______

___________________________________________________________________________

In the event any of the above individuals need IMMEDIATE medical attention, I give my
permission to TSCA’s assigned activity leader(s) to obtain the necessary medical aid
or assistance for IMMEDIATE care.
Signature of Primary Contact ____________________________________________________ Date ____________________
Mail with Participation and Order Form to:

Torrance Sister City Association
Attn: August Activities
c/o Community Services Department
3031 Torrance Blvd., Torrance, CA 90503

DUE: Friday, July 22, 2016

TSCA News Is Going Digital!
The TSCA Update newsletter will be going digital in a few months.
Read below for instructions on how to sign up for your digital newsletter
or continue receiving a hard copy.

Digital Newsletter
If you have access to a computer and you have an e-mail address, you may
sign up today to receive the TSCA Update newsletter by e-mail.
Here’s how:
1. Send an email to

tsca.enews@gmail.com



Include your name and postal mailing address as confirmation.



Include email addresses for other members of the family (including students)
who wish to receive our newsletter.



Include email address for friends who have past TSCA connections or would be
interested in receiving our newsletter.

2. Click on SEND. You are done!
We will inform you through our printed newsletter when the first e-newsletter will be sent.
Also, please note that TSCA does NOT share its list of email addresses with anyone for any reason.


Printed Newsletter
If you DO NOT have access to a computer, you may continue to receive a
hard copy of the TSCA Update by postal mail.
Please fill out the following information and mail this tear-off to:

Torrance Sister City Association
c/o Cultural Services Department
3031 Torrance Blvd.
Torrance, CA 90503
Name _____________________________________________________________________________________________
Address ___________________________________________________________________________________________
City ____________________________________________________ State _______ ZIP code___________________
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TORRANCE SISTER CITY ASSOCIATION

2016 Membership Application
Except for the Life Membership, all dues are in effect from January 1 to December 31
Individual
Family
Supporting
Benefactor
Life member

Name ______________________________________________________
Address ____________________________________________________
City ___________________________State ____ ZIP Code ___________
Telephone (

$20 per year
$40 per year
$75+ per year
$125+ per year
$2,000+ (one-time donation)

) _____________________ E-mail address________________________________________

My membership is:  NEW

 RENEWAL

Directory Update:  New address

 I do not want to be listed in the TSCA directory

 New telephone number

 New e-mail address

I am interested in participating in TSCA activities ______________________________________
Enclosed is a donation to TSCA (in addition to my annual dues) in the amount: $______ Total enclosed: $_________
Make your check payable to TSCA and mail with this form to:

Torrance Sister City Association
c/o The Community Services Department
3031 Torrance Blvd.
Torrance, CA 90503

If you have any questions about your membership, please email Reiko Higa at tscamembership@gmail.com
TSCA meetings are held on the second Monday of each month, except in August and December, at the Civic Center West Annex Commission Room, 7 pm

