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Since 1973, the cities of
Torrance, California, and
Kashiwa, Japan, have enjoyed
a sister city partnership, with the
goal of furthering international
friendship across cultures.

This will be an exciting month for TSCA—a lot of hard
work, but the rewards will be well worth it.
Hopefully you have received your two booklets of
Bunka-Sai raffle tickets in the mail. By purchasing some tickets, you are
supporting this year’s Torrance students and their Adult leader for three
weeks of cultural awareness in Japan. Not only will they be visiting the
cities of Kashiwa, Tokyo, Kyoto, Hiroshima, Miyajima, and Nikko but, most
importantly, they will be able to meet and interact with the people of Japan.
They will be introduced to elementary, high school, and college students as
well as become a guest of two host families. Former exchange students
have memories and friendships that they still treasure to this day as adults.
Speaking of treasure, if you purchase some of the Bunka-Sai raffle tickets,
you may also win some great gifts that have been donated by many individuals and local businesses. We all thank you for your support!
Both liaisons for the Torrance Committee of KIRA, outgoing Masahiko
“Mike” Arai and new liaison Hisataka Takikawa, were 40th Anniversary delegates and past Adult Leaders. Both gentlemen have been dedicated
to promoting understanding and friendship between Torrance and
Kashiwa. TSCA offers its sincere gratitude to Mike for his dedicated service
over the past two years! And best wishes to Hisataka, as he begins his
new term as liaison!
Congratulations to our eight new student delegates, who will begin
preparations for their “trip of a lifetime” in July. When you visit Bunka-Sai
this year, keep your eyes open for the young people wearing the purple
happi coats, which were gifts from the Torrance Committee of KIRA, the
Kashiwa International Relations Association. Don’t be afraid to engage
them in a conversation: Why are they making this trip? What do they hope
to learn? What is on their “bucket list” when they visit Japan? They are
very personable, so wish them well! The students and their parents will be
devoting the entire weekend, beginning on Friday afternoon, April 15th,
until the sun sets on Sunday the 17th, to ensure a successful Bunka-Sai.
They will have a memorable weekend!
Please join us for a great time, good food, entertainment, and camaraderie
at Bunka-Sai (April 16 and 17). Even better, volunteer to help. We guarantee you will leave with such a feeling of satisfaction! Please visit our
website at torrancesistercity.org to sign-up.
I look forward to seeing you at Bunka-Sai! 

CALENDAR
APRIL 1, 15 & 29
City Hall Closed

APRIL 3
TSCA Booth at Cherry Blossom
Cultural Festival (11 am-4 pm)
Columbia Park
4045 190th Street
Torrance, CA 90504

APRIL 11
TSCA Association Meeting (7-9 pm)
City Hall West Annex
Commission Room
3031 Torrance Blvd
Torrance, CA 90503
Contact: Werner Willoughby
w.p.willoughby@gmail.com

APRIL 16 & 17
44th Annual Bunka-Sai
Japanese Cultural Festival (11 am-5 pm)
Ken Miller Recreation Center
3341 Torrance Blvd
Torrance, CA 90503
Contact: Werner Willoughby
w.p.willoughby@gmail.com

Torrance Sister City
Association
PRESIDENT
Werner Willoughby
VICE PRESIDENT
David Gelbaum
SECRETARY
Dana Cortez
TREASURER
Cindy Scotto

______________
Newsletter Editor
Summer Nagano Gray
Newsletter Distribution
Donna Dunlap

Comments or submissions?
Please send an email to
tscanewsletter@gmail.com
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UPDATE

Student Selection Committee
By David Gelbaum, Chair

Finally after 10 weeks of interviews, activities, and home visits, the
Student Selection Committee has selected 8 amazing students who will
represent TSCA, Torrance, and the United States as Student Delegates to
Kashiwa, Japan, our sister city.
This last half of the selection process was filled with many events,
including dinner at Mitsuwa market, completing the home visits, and
attending a picnic hosted by the awesome Marilyn Rubin. Thank you
“Modest Marilyn” for your time and effort in creating such a great event.
I would also like to thank the rest of the Student Selection Committee
members for their time and hard work. Each one of you brought your own
personality and experience, which made the process fun and exciting.
Thank you Werner Willoughby, Lori Chong Eurich, Susan Reeve,
Alex Ito, Sherri Crowson, Marilyn Rubin and, finally, Jen Hirashiki,
our Adult Leader for 2016 who will lead this new class of student
delegates during their 3-week trip to Japan this July.
Please “meet” the delegates on the next page (page 3). We know they will
each do a stellar job of representing TSCA and our sister city program.
Congratulations to Jen and each Student Delegate! We wish you an
enriching cultural exchange, filled with unforgettable moments and
lifelong friendships. 

Membership News
By Reiko Higa, Membership Chair

NEW AND RENEWED MEMBERSHIPS
Family ($40/year)

Individual ($20/year)

Druten, Jason, Yoko and Max
Fuller, Jeannie and Steve
Gelbaum, David and Randi
Gelbaum, Ilene and Mark
Gimian, Reed and Dede
Hardison, Dee and Lowell
Hargrove, Eunice
Hofer, Gary and Fusae
Mealins Family
Nash, Renee
Nishi, Kats and Kikuko
Seraydarian, Mark
Shintani, Ron, Patsy and Melissa
Tanabe, Fred and Jan

Crowson, Sherri
Mizuguchi, Toshiko
Wand, Suzie
Wauke Moriwaki, Erin

Donations

Mizoguchi, Toshiko ($30)
Note: After the TSCA 2016 Directory
is published, we will remove former
members from the newsletter mailing
list who have not renewed their
membership since 2013. This is
necessary to reduce mailing costs.
Thank you for your understanding. 

MEET THE 2016 STUDENT DELEGATES
Since 1973, TSCA has been sending Student Delegates and an Adult Leader to Kashiwa, Japan,
as part of its Sister City Cultural Exchange Program. For 3 weeks in July, these high-school students will live with
host families in Kashiwa, see many sights, and enjoy a rich cultural learning experience.

Jennifer Hirashiki

Erika Clark

Adult Leader

West High School—12th Grade

“I’m looking forward to being a
part of the delegates' eye-opening
and world-changing experiences.”

“I’m looking forward to living with
a Japanese family.”

Sarah Donaldson

West High School—11th Grade
“I’m looking forward to everything!
I’ve never been out of the country
so I am very excited!.”

William Fu

Ashley Kang

West High School—11th Grade

West High School—10th Grade

Bishop Montgomery—11th Grade

“I’m looking forward to meeting and living
with a host family in Japan.”

“I’m looking forward to seeing
how schools in Japan are different
from schools in the U.S.”

“I’m looking forward to learning more
about my Japanese culture.”

Derek Kido

Miwa Mayemura

Jeena Shetti

Anna Wheeler

West High School—10th Grade

West High School—11th Grade

South High School—12th Grade

“I’m looking forward to getting to know
more about where my family is from.”

“I’m looking forward to experiencing
the Japanese lifestyle and how it’s
different from life in the U.S.”

“I’m looking forward to meeting
my host family and learning more
about Japanese culture.”
TSCA News / April 2016
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Kashiwa News
By Masahiko Arai

On February 14, Valentine’s
Day, the Kashiwa International Relations Association
held its 7th KIRA English
Speech Presentation.
All of the contestants did a
wonderful job and provided
interesting and informative
speeches.

Member Update

El Nino has finally arrived! We were waiting
all summer, fall, and winter for the arrival of
our grandson, Seijiro “Seiji” Charles Rubin!
Seiji was born on March 11, 2016. He’s a
little guy (born at 38 weeks), but healthy.
Mom Tomoko is doing great, and dad Sandler,
our son, is also doing well. We are thrilled!
~ Marilyn and Sherwin Rubin

Bunka-Sai Gift Booth Preview

Don’t forget to stop by the Bunka-Sai Gift Booth
on April 16 and 17 and pick up a few of these
100% cotton, flour-sack dish towels, which have been
customized for the Torrance Sister City Association!
Each absorbent towel is 30”x36” and comes wrapped in
a printed band that matches the towel design. Local artist
Cheryl Okamoto of Cato Crafts created the attractive four
seasons design. At only $7 each, these towels make
great gifts for friends and family, too, so stock up!
~ Lori Chong Eurich
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English Teacher Report
By Stephanie Mikamo

Childhood Dreams
When you were a child, what was your dream?
Was it to become a designer? A fireman? A banker?
At the last elementary school
Amie and I taught at in
early March, the students in
one of the classes introduced
themselves. In their selfintroductions, they said,
“I want to be a [occupation]
in the future.” Once it came to
question time, one of the
students asked me, “When
you were a child, what did
you want to be?” That question caught me off guard
because, well, it’s been awhile
since I’ve thought about my
childhood dream.
That student’s question, as
simple as it was, resonated
with me. If I’m honest with myself, I don’t dream as
much as I used to. When I was a child, I wanted to be a
teacher—most likely because I loved my teachers in
elementary school and my mother is also a teacher.
Throughout elementary school, my dream changed
from teacher to pet groomer to hair stylist. In high
school, I entertained the idea of becoming an actress
overseas in Asia as the fluent English speaker, but
decided against that since my acting skills were lacking.
Once I entered college, I thought about teaching again,
but in Japan. Needless to say, my dream had changed
many times but finally landed in education.
I loved hearing the elementary school students share
their dreams of what they want to become. They’re still
so young and believe they can become anything they
want to, as long as they set their mind to it.
It seems that somewhere between elementary school
and high school, the dream fades and reality sets in.
Maybe you find out that you don’t have the skills needed for your dream job. Or maybe your parents suggest
you look into something else. The dream you once had
doesn’t seem as reachable anymore.

Ichikashi (the school where I
teach) had its graduation ceremony the second Tuesday of
March. At graduation, all of the
students stand proud, sad to say
goodbye to the past three years
of their life but excited for what
lies ahead in their future.
Throughout this past year, I
talked with quite a few students
about careers, gave advice
about entering college, helped
them prepare for their entrance
exams, and shared in their
excitement for the future. I
looked at the students in the
international class as I prepared
to share a few last words of
advice. As I was standing in front of the class, I looked
at each student and was reminded of their dreams.
Some students want to become nurses. Some want to
become flight attendants. Others want to go into business or a special profession. These students are holding
tight onto their dreams, and they have the confidence
to achieve their goals.
I admire that in them, and I encourage them to
continue dreaming big. Of course, life may throw curveballs, but I tell them that they should never settle for
anything less than what they want for themselves.
My hope for my high school students, as well as the
elementary school students, is that they will keep
dreaming big and pursue their dreams wholeheartedly.
For me, teaching was my childhood dream. Seeing
these students with their dreams and hopes for the
future made me realize that I am, indeed, living out
my dream. I am teaching English in Japan! Even if
it’s not what I envisioned when I first arrived, it has
turned out to be even better than what I could have
ever imagined. 
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TSCA Updates
TSCA Café Serves Up Food and Fun at Spring Arts & Crafts Faire
On Saturday, March 19, the
TSCA Cafe opened to serve
delicious lunch and snacks to the
vendors and many visitors at the
17th Annual Spring Arts & Crafts
Faire at the Torrance Cultural Arts
Center. In addition to torpedo
sandwiches from Giuliano’s, several
popular homemade treats—Spam
musubi, chili, and freshly baked
cookies—were appealing and
quickly snatched up by the
hungry crowd.
Many thanks to the industrious
kitchen crew: Reiko, Pam, Wendy,
Mariko, Natasha, Anna, and
Jenny; the super sales team: Jen,
Dick, Cindy, and Jill; and newly
selected Student Delegates: Jeena,
Miwa, Derek, Anna, Sarah, Ashley,
and William. It was the first volunteer event for them. They were
impressive and demonstrated
great enthusiasm and support.
The TSCA Cafe wouldn't have run
as well as it did if it were not for
everyone's efforts.

The TSCA Café crew is all smiles at the 17th Annual Spring Arts & Crafts Faire
at the Torrance Cultural Arts Center.

~ Shirley Tanaka, TSCA Café Chair

TSCA Memorabilia Displayed at Torrance Katy Geissert Main Library
The Torrance Katy Geissert main library featured TSCA in
the front entrance showcase in March, with the Bunka-Sai
flyer prominently displayed in the center.
Many thanks to (from left) Donna Dunlap, Gudy Kimmel,
Gail Roulette, Lori Chong Eurich and Reiko Higa,
who brought in their personal treasures from Japan to
beautifully decorate the shelves, providing library patrons
with an appreciation for Japanese culture and greater
awareness of the Torrance Sister City Association. 
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WIN PRIZES

FOR YOUR ANIME DRAWINGS!
Prizes awarded for each Category, Age Group
(Middle School & High School Divisions) and
One Overall Winner!

CATEGORIES
 Most Dramatic
 Cutest
 Best represents Japanese culture
ANIME DRAWING CONTEST RULES
> Entries must be drawn on 8½” x 11” paper
in “Portrait” (vertical) format.
> Entries may be in Color OR Black and White.
> One entry per Person per Category.
> On the BACK of the drawing, entries must include
the following: Name, Age, School, Division (middle or
high school), Category, and a Contact phone number.
> Entries must include a Release Form and Waiver signed
by the artist and parent/guardian.
Forms and more info at

www.torrancesistercity.org

DEADLINE—DEADLINE—DEADLINE
Entries must be submitted IN PERSON on

FRIDAY, APRIL 15, 2016, 6 pm-8 pm
Ken Miller Recreation Center (3341 Torrance Blvd)
Winners will be announced on Saturday, April 16, 2016.
Winners need not be present.
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TORRANCE SISTER CITY ASSOCIATION

2016 Membership Application

Except for the Life Membership, all dues are in effect from January 1 to December 31
Individual
Family
Supporting
Benefactor
Life member

Name ______________________________________________________
Address ____________________________________________________
City ___________________________State ____ ZIP Code ___________
Telephone (

$20 per year
$40 per year
$75+ per year
$125+ per year
$2,000+ (one-time donation)

) _____________________ E-mail address________________________________________

My membership is:  NEW

 RENEWAL

Directory Update:  New address

 I do not want to be listed in the TSCA directory

 New telephone number

 New e-mail address

I am interested in participating in TSCA activities. ______________________________________
Enclosed is a donation to TSCA (in addition to my annual dues) in the amount: $______ Total enclosed: $_________
Make your check payable to TSCA and mail with this form to:

Torrance Sister City Association
c/o The Community Services Department
3031 Torrance Blvd.
Torrance, CA 90503

If you have any questions about your membership, please email Reiko Higa at tscamembership@gmail.com
TSCA meetings are held on the second Monday of each month, except in August and December, at the Civic Center West Annex Commission Room, 7 pm

