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Since 1973, the cities of
Torrance, California, and
Kashiwa, Japan, have enjoyed
a sister city partnership, with the
goal of furthering international
friendship across cultures.

Happy New Year!
Last month, your new TSCA Board was installed into office
at the TSCA Alumni Reunion on Saturday, January 9. I am honored to have
been elected to serve as your TSCA President for a two-year term. I also
served in this position in 2013-2014 and remain committed to our goal of
furthering international goodwill and friendship with our sister city of
Kashiwa, Japan. Also, as you can see, the TSCA newsletter has a new look
and has been officially titled TSCA News. With a new board and a redesigned
newsletter, it truly is a New Year!
A sincere Thank You to the planning committee of Reiko Higa, Donna
Dunlap, and Shirley Tanaka on a successful Alumni Reunion. It was
nice to see many familiar faces and meet new friends, including the
11 students vying to be a delegate in our student exchange with Kashiwa.
Many thanks to Susan Sanborn, director of the Toyota USA Automotive
Museum and winner of the Partnership Award for her efforts and support
in procuring the use of the museum for our many activities.
Many thanks on behalf of TSCA to Linda Kranz who took on a most
important and demanding task several years ago as editor of this
newsletter. Linda added her own flair and touch to the newsletter as not
only editor but also photojournalist. When not working in the Curry and
Rice booth at Bunka-Sai, which she and husband Dave Kranz resurrected,
she was out and about documenting the event with her camera. Thank you,
Linda, for taking care of a most valued image of TSCA, our newsletter!
Welcome aboard Summer Nagano Gray as newsletter editor.
Thank you for assuming this very important role for TSCA.
A big “hello” and “welcome” to our newly selected Adult Leaders:
Jennifer Hirashiki for 2016 and Kristy Mar for 2017. TSCA appreciates
your interest, enthusiasm, and commitment to the organization and
especially to the students who will be accompanying you.
Finally, please save the dates April 16 and17 for our 44th annual Bunka-Sai.
Our first planning meeting on January 6 was very productive. The new
ideas suggested by committee members promises a new atmosphere and
experience for visitors. To help promote Bunka-Sai, Mr. Allen Teng (City of
Torrance Central Services department) redesigned the flyer/program cover
(included in this issue). Thank you, Allen, for such an eye-catching and
engaging design! Also included is a form to purchase an ad in our
Bunka-Sai printed program. Please consider this opportunity to publicize
your business, organization, or club or send a personal message of
congratulations or acknowledgment. All proceeds support our student
cultural exchange program. 

Membership News
By Reiko Higa, Membership Chair

NEW AND RENEWED MEMBERSHIPS
Benefactor
Fury, Pat and Terry
Hedges, David
Kimmel-Dagostino, Leilani
Roulette, Ray and Gail
Rust, Joe and Carol

Supporting

Cababa, Kerry and Ed
Eurich, Lori and Dane
Herbers, Jerry and Sue
Jordan, Leah Ray
Kuo, Leane
Miles, Frank and Marilyn
Reeve, Ron and Susan
Stojcic, Goran
Taniguchi, Eisei and Hazel

Family
Applegate, Bill and Linda
Arnheim, Bruce and Sumi
Clark, Keiko
Coury, Amy and George
Donaldson, Sarah and Family
Fichtner, Dan and Rand, Ray
Flynn, Janet and John
Fu, William
Gray, Robert and Summer, Jeremy
Han, Dai Sup and Jill
Hanson, Olivia
Heidebrecht, Bill and Kathy

DONATIONS
Fu, William ($60)
Gray Family ($10)
Hedges, David ($225)
Herbers, Sue and Jerry ($25)
Ito, John and Wendy ($10)
Kircher, Ellen ($80)
Komae, Kent and Jody ($10)
Lee, Jacquie ($100)
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Family (cont’d)

Family (cont’d)

Ito, John and Wendy
Kaemerle, Carl and Family
Kang, Sindy
Kido, Kenji
Kimmel, Ronald and Gudrun
Komae, Kent and Jody
Kuwahara, Mas and Taeko
Kuwahara, Teri and Gary
Lee, Jacquie
Leong, Cheng and Moriwaki, Mel
Little, Vera and Bob
Makino, Sako
Hirashiki, Hiro and Jen
Martel, Louis
Matsunaga, Dr. Garrett
Matthews, Zoe, Naomi, and Walter
Mayemura, Miwa, Paul, and Amy
McGee, John and Carmen
Medlock Family
Miller, Kenneth and Judy
Mullowney, Pamela
Mundy, Christine and Nate
Nakano, Helen and George
Peitzman, Fred and Ann
Maroney, Mark and Jill
Roulette, Mark and Peggy
Rubin, Marilyn and Sherwin
Sargent, Dave and Toni
Scotto, Frank and Cindy
Shetti, Jeena

Sprague, Brian and Tracy
Toya, George and May
Uchima, Ray
Ueki, Masaki and Sumi
Wheeler, Anna
Yorizane, Eddie and Eileen

Little, Vera and Bob ($10)
Matarrese, John ($10)
Miles, Frank and Marilyn ($25)
Miller, Kenneth and Judy ($20)
O’Donnell, Maureen ($10)
Roulette, Ray and Gail ($75)
Sargent, Dave and Toni ($25)
Tabata, Lynnie ($30) 

Individual
Allen, Sheila
Ando, Frances
Ando, Jennifer
Charroux, Dolores A.
Chiba, Sonny
Gibson, Judy
Ihde, Steven
Kilburn, Vic
Kircher, Ellen
Kragh, Evalyn
Matarrese, John
McIntyre, Hugh
Muratsuchi, Al
O’Donnell, Maureen
Ozawa, Eleanor
Plank, Janice
Radomski, James
Sakamoto, May
Tabata, Lynnie
Tigerman, Peggy and Craven
Webb, Donald H.
Weideman, Kurt 

 Thank you for joining or renewing
your TSCA membership for 2016!
For those who haven’t yet joined or
renewed, there is still time. Just complete
the dues application (see back page)
and submit it with your dues payment.
For renewals, be sure to mark any
changes on the Directory Update line.
Questions? Contact Reiko Higa at
tscamembership@gmail.com.

Adult Leaders
Congratulations to Jennifer Hirashiki and Kristy Mar, who were
selected as Adult Leaders to accompany the TSCA Student
Delegates to Japan in 2016 and 2017, respectively.
Special thanks to Stephanie Ewing-Warner for chairing the Adult Leader
Selection Committee and to Werner Willoughby, Steven Ihde, and
Lori Chong Eurich for serving on the committee.

Jennifer Hirashiki
Adult Leader 2016
Jen Hirashiki lives in Torrance with her husband, Hiro, and
their two cats, Mochi and Chloe. Hiro and Jen met in Japan
while both teaching English. After they were married in
2010, they decided to move back to the U.S. They chose to
reside in Torrance, mostly because of the easy access to
good Japanese food! Jen has a bachelor of arts degree in
French literature from Ohio University, and a master of arts
degree in TESOL (Teaching English to Speakers of Other
Languages) from Azusa Pacific University. She is currently an adjunct
professor and Program Chair for Westcliff University’s master’s TESOL
program. Jen is originally from Ohio. She has also lived in Marseille, France
(1 year) and Nagoya, Japan (5 years). Jen’s interests include traveling and
learning about different cultures, learning languages, reading, running,
sewing, and food. 

Kristy Mar
Adult Leader 2017
Kristy Mar teaches science at JH Hull Middle School in
Torrance. She began working for the Torrance Unified School
District in 2012 as a part-time science teacher while employed
as a biologist and instructor at the Ocean Institute. She is a
district-sponsored teacher leader in the Center for Math &
Science Teaching program through Loyola Marymount
University. Her academic background includes a bachelor of
science degree in biology, with an emphasis in cell development, and a minor in chemistry, from California State University, Fullerton.
She also holds a single-subject teaching credential in biology. Prior to
teaching, Kristy worked in the public service field as a researcher through
various partnerships; i.e., Center for Demographic Research, U.S. Department of Health & Human Services (Office of the Inspector General), and
the Federal Public Defender. In addition to California, she has resided in
Washington DC. She currently lives in Long Beach. Kristy enjoys traveling
and has been to 11 countries and 18 states. Her hobbies include hiking,
biking, running, camping, and volunteering. This year she looks forward to
completing her post-baccalaureate in legal studies, graduate coursework in
STEM education, and traveling with her students to Catalina Island and
Washington DC. 

CALENDAR
FEBRUARY 3
Bunka-Sai Planning Meeting (7-8:45 pm),
Katy Geissert Library
Meeting Room, 1st Floor.
Contact: Werner Willoughby at
w.p.willoughby@gmail.com

FEBRUARY 5 & 19
City Hall Closed

FEBRUARY 6
Student Selection Committee
Yard Sale (7 am-11 am)
Kuwahara CPA
22426 Palos Verdes Blvd
Torrance, CA 90505
If you have any items that you would like
to donate, please bring them no later
than 7 am. They should be already
priced and ready to sell. TSCA Members
are welcome to meet the 2016 student
delegate applicants and their parents
and shop for good deals!
The funds raised will benefit the Student
Exchange Program.
Special thanks to Student Selection
Committee Members Susan Reeve,
Marilyn Rubin, Jen Hirashiki, Lori Chong
Eurich, Sherry Crowson, Werner
Willoughby, and Alex Ito. We also
appreciate the support of Gary
Kuwahara, CPA for the use of his
high-visibility lawn and driveway.

FEBRUARY 8
TSCA Association Meeting (7-9 pm)
City Hall West Annex
Commission Room
3031 Torrance Blvd
Torrance, CA 90503
Contact: Werner Willoughby
w.p.willoughby@gmail.com

FEBRUARY 15
The UCLA Nikkei Student Union (NSU)
will hold its 30th Annual Cultural Night
at the campus’ Royce Hall. Featured
will be NSU's premiere performance
groups, Kyodo Taiko, NSU Modern
(contemporary dance), and Odori
(traditional dance). Doors open at 6 pm.
Tickets and parking are free.
To reserve tickets, contact Emiko Kranz
at uclansuculturalnight@gmail.com.
TSCA News / February 2016
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Alumni Updates
By Gail Roulette

Haruka Matsumaru (student
delegate from Japan, 2010) visited
her previous TSCA host families in
January: Lisa Cho and Ray and Gail
Roulette. Haruka has finished her
university studies in Japan with a
marketing major. Since August she
has been taking classes at West
Chester University in Pennsylvania. Haruka (center) visits former host family,
Gail and Ray Roulette.
The school specializes in the arts,
so she is taking dance, jazz, and hip-hop, and visiting other states
during school break. Haruka was among the mass of people in
New York’s Times Square, watching the ball drop at midnight on
New Year’s Eve. It was interesting, she says, but once is enough!

Kristi Martel (student delegate 1999) and her parents, Lori
Congratulations to Todd Yorizane
(student delegate in 2005), who married
Dorothy Kwok on November 15, 2015.
The happy couple is pictured here on
their wedding day with Todd’s parents,
Eddie and Eileen (adult leader in 2007).
Best wishes to the newlyweds for a
long and happy life together! 

(adult leader 2001) and Lou (former treasurer), were seen at the
Souplantation recently. Kristi was on a short visit from Colorado,
where she works in the Public Defender’s Office. She is a court-appointed
attorney for those who can’t afford private legal defense, and she loves
what she does. Kristi is engaged to Alex Steiner, also an attorney, and
they plan to marry in September 2016. She has purchased a home in
Pueblo, Colorado, and since Alex doesn’t ride motorcycles, she joins him
in skiing adventures.

Joanne Harada (student delegate 1980) had lunch recently with

Amy Coury (adult leader 1980), as she was not able to attend the
TSCA Alumni Reunion. Joanne was to leave that weekend to join her
husband and son living in Fuchu, a suburb of Tokyo. Joanne’s son is a
high-school freshman attending International School in Japan. Since he
grew up in Torrance speaking English, he speaks no Japanese. But here’s
a twist: He is taking Japanese as a foreign language in Japan!

TSCA 2013 Student Delegates are
actively involved in the UCLA
Nikkei Student Union (NSU)!
Congratulations to Emiko Kranz,
who is the Cultural Night Producer for
the NSU 30th Annual Cultural Night.
Melanie Nomiya is acting in the drama
and Ken Shrivastava is providing
music (see Calendar, page 3, for ticket info).
Photo: Brian Kohaya Photography
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The entire Mel and Cheng Moriwaki family (including daughters’
significant others) will be traveling to Italy and Munich this spring.
In addition, Erin Moriwaki Wauke (student delegate 1999) traveled to
Thailand with a friend in January; Cheri Moriwaki (student delegate
2000) earned a master’s degree from Cal State Fullerton, majoring in
Finance; and Aimee Moriwaki (student delegate 2002), who works for
Intel, recently traveled to Peru on a four-week sabbatical. 



Do you have any Alumni Updates to share? If so, please contact
Gail Roulette so she can include the news in this column.
Send an email to gailroulette@yahoo.com.

Alumni Reunion
By Gail Roulette
The Ken Miller Recreation Center was filled with eager attendees at the
TSCA Alumni Reunion on January 9. Student Selection Chairperson
Stephanie Warner introduced the 2016 adult leader, Jennifer
Hirashiki, who shared her background with the group. TSCA
President Werner Willoughby welcomed everyone and introduced
Mayor Patrick Furey. The Mayor spoke of his enthusiasm for the
organization and introduced the other Torrance city councilmembers
in attendance: Gene Barnett, Mike Griffiths, and Kurt Weideman.
The Mayor stood in for City Clerk Rebecca Poirier to install the new
officers. David Gelbaum and Donna Dunlap presented outgoing Officers
and Board members with Certificates of Appreciation: Dan Fichtner,
Donna Dunlap, Bryce Yamauchi, Frances Matsumoto, Shirley
Tanaka, Steve Warner, Adam Jordan, and Leane Kuo.
Each year a person or organization that is exceptionally supportive of
TSCA is selected to receive the TSCA Partnership Award. This year’s
recipient is Susan Sanborn, Director of the Toyota Museum. Donna
Dunlap presented the award and expressed appreciation for the
cooperation TSCA receives from Ms. Sanborn for the many events
held at the museum.
Steven Ihde, 2015 chair of the Student Selection Committee
introduced last year’s student delegation, asking each a special
question about their experience in Kashiwa. A recurring theme
mentioned was appreciation for the hospitality of the host families.
David Gelbaum, chair of the 2016 Student Selection Committee,
called on each of the 11 applicants to introduce themselves and their
family members. There were 7 students from West, 2 from South,
1 from Torrance, and 1 from Bishop Montgomery.
Past President Hazel Taniguchi conducted the reunion roll call to
acknowledge those responsible for the ongoing success of TSCA:
past presidents, past and present officers and board members, adult
leaders, participants in Anniversary trips, host families and, finally,
all members. There were many individuals who stood up in several
of these categories!
A video presentation created by 2015 Student Delegates Alex Ito and
Nikola Stojcic was shown. From the images displayed, it was clear
to see why the exchange students consider their experience in Kashiwa
“the trip of a lifetime.”
Prior to the traditional Kashiwa Odori, Stephanie introduced the
adult leader for 2017, Kristy Mar.
Many thanks to committee members Shirley Tanaka and Reiko Higa
(with help from many others) for putting together this annual event.
Thanks also to those who brought the tasty dishes that make TSCA
potlucks the pride of the city. 
_______________________________________________
To view Torrance CitiCABLE’s coverage of the Alumni Reunion,
log on to https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SXIwffoXbOg and cue up
to 13:34 minutes to begin the segment.

Photos by Ilene Gelbaum

Mayor Patrick Furey installs new TSCA Officers
(from left) Vice President David Gelbaum, President
Werner Willoughby, and Treasurer Cindy Scotto.
Secretary Dana Cortez is not pictured.

Donna Dunlap presents the 2016 TSCA Partnership
Award to Susan Sanborn, Director of the Toyota USA
Automobile Museum, which has hosted many
TSCA events.

The 11 aspiring Student Delegates for 2016
introduced themselves and shared why they would
like to be selected.
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English Teacher Report
By Stephanie Mikamo

The Best of Both Worlds
Never had I thought it would be
foreign for me to be back in California. Born and raised, I had always
been a SoCal girl. I grew up in
Torrance and I went to college in
Irvine. Leaving to move to Kashiwa
was my first taste of what life was
like not only in a different place, but
in an entirely different country.
Initially, it was difficult for me to
adjust to life in Japan. I didn’t have
that many friends in the area, my
Japanese was passable, and I was
introduced to a new set of responsibilities at Kashiwa Municipal High
School (Ichikashi). The first few
months went by fast, and the rest of
my first year passed by even quicker. At random times, I would get
homesick, but never to the point of
wanting to move back to Torrance.
My first trip back to California in
March was great; I got to see so
many of my friends and family, eat
as many tacos as I wanted, and
went to In-N-Out a number of times.
But after two weeks, I was ready to
return to Japan. Soon after I came
back to Japan, I was a little homesick and searched for flights back
home for the holidays. I found a
good deal, and bought a ticket
home—nine months in advance.

Fast forward, and weeks before my
trip home for the holidays, I’m as
excited as can be. Of course returning home and being reunited with
family and friends was wonderful.
However, one significant difference
between my first visit and this one
was that I am definitely felt more
Japanese. I felt like a foreigner in
my home country. When I visited a
Japanese restaurant, I wanted to
yell out “すみません(sumimasen)!”
In another instance, I immediately
bowed my head profusely and nodded to the couple behind me to go
ahead and order. These habits are
second nature to me living in Japan,
but back in America, it was foreign
and unnatural.
Even when returning from America,
I noticed that when I talk to people,
I often make comments such as
“そうか(souka)?” or “たしかに
(tashikani)!” catching myself when
I’m supposed to be using English.
Even though I don’t think my
identity as an American has faded
completely, I feel like I’ve become
more Japanese.
I brought up this topic of assimilation with my adult class, and one
student said that he grew up with

Enjoying the view from the famous Tokyo
Metropolitan Government Building in Shinjuku.

the mindset that you should adjust
yourself fully to where you are now,
without forgetting where you came
from and how you were raised.
Despite running into a few cultural
differences at home, I think I have a
unique opportunity to appreciate
more than just the one culture I’ve
known for most of my life.
My hope is that as I continue to live
in Japan, I’ll gain a deeper understanding of Japan, but also stay in
touch with my American roots.
Perhaps it’s not that I feel like a
foreigner either in Japan or
America, but it’s that I have two
unique places to call home. Both
Japan and America have pieces of
my heart, and I am grateful for the
opportunity to experience and
appreciate all that both countries
have to offer. 

KASHIWA NEWS
TSCA’s current and past English teachers at Kashiwa Municipal High School
gathered at Liane Okada's home in November for a traditional turkey dinner
with all the trimmings. Liane graciously hosts Thanksgiving for the teachers
each year to renew friendships and lend support with a little taste of home.
Thank you Liane!
Pictured (front, from left): Liane Okada, Kevin Butt, and Matthew Medlock (past teachers);
(back, from left): Amie Komae and Stephanie Mikamo (current teachers).

~ Lori Chong Eurich (Chair, English Teacher Selection Committee)
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Student Delegate Reports 2015
Compiled and edited by Gail Roulette

Smartphone Dependency
By Ronan Todd
Although “feature phones” (cellphones that lack the advanced functionality
of a smartphone) may still be surviving in Japan, the smartphone dominates
the market. Usage is similar to the U.S., with some minor differences.
In Japan, it appears that everyone used a messaging application called LINE.
All of the Torrance delegates have adopted this new way of communication.
Citizens of both countries use the device just as much, even when walking on
the street. On the train, many people sleep or read (usually the older people
read). The rest had their earphones plugged in and listened to music, played
games, or texted.
Losing one’s phone can cause panic. On one occasion, a past Kashiwa
delegate lost his phone and became extremely anxious, as his ticket to an
upcoming concert was on the phone. Luckily, he left it on a bus and was able to retrieve it.
The fact that each of us has to constantly know the location of our phone just shows how much we depend on it.
The cable that charges our phone inadvertently charges our day. Without the power, there seems to be a lack of
energy to get through the day. We are dependent to the point of being incapable without our smartphone. 

Cosplay in Japan
By Garrett Reeve
Cosplay (costume play) is dressing up as a character from a movie, book,
or video game. The Japanese people are more comfortable with cosplay
due to the growing interest in anime and manga. In my informal survey
of 25 people (host families and friends), only 3 people said they felt it is
strange to dress up in costumes. The 22 others were either okay with it
or participated in it themselves.
At Akihabara Marketplace, I studied the cosplay industry there. Many
shops sold cosplay goods, confirming my research that Japan has more
than twice the number of cosplay shops than the U.S.
Fortunately, when I was in Akihabara, an anime convention was in town.
It was really amazing to see so many people lined up to get autographs from its founders. Japan accepts anime
and cosplay as a new type of modern expression and, as a result, has many successful cosplay events throughout
the country. As a fan of it myself, I hope the U.S. follows suit. 

Bunka-Sai Gift Booth Needs Donated Items and Volunteers
Spring is in the air...almost! That means it’s time to clean out your drawers and closets for all those items you
stashed away for the 2016 Bunka-Sai Gift Booth!
Donated Items: Please donate new or like-new items. Japanese items are especially appreciated. Kitchenware, decorative
items, toys, that thing you got for Christmas or your birthday that’s just not you...donate them and we’ll turn them into
money to help fund our Student Exchange Program! You can bring items to a upcoming TSCA meetings (2/8, 3/14, 4/11)
in the West Annex of City Hall from 7 to 9 pm, or contact Jill Maroney at mnjmaroney@aol.com or Reiko Higa at
reikookinawa@gmail.com to arrange for delivery or pickup. Thanks, we couldn’t do it without you!
Volunteers: Interested in helping at the Gift Booth? It’s the best spot for shopping and a lot of fun!
Send an email to Jill at mnjmaroney@aol.com.
TSCA News / February 2016
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TORRANCE SISTER CITY ASSOCIATION

2016 Membership Application

Except for the Life Membership, all dues are in effect from January 1 to December 31
Individual
Family
Supporting
Benefactor
Life member

Name ______________________________________________________
Address ____________________________________________________
City ___________________________State ____ ZIP Code ___________
Telephone (

$20 per year
$40 per year
$75+ per year
$125+ per year
$2,000+ (one-time donation)

) _____________________ E-mail address________________________________________

My membership is:  NEW

 RENEWAL

Directory Update: New address

 I do not want to be listed in the TSCA directory

New telephone number

New e-mail address

I am interested in participating in TSCA activities. ______________________________________
Enclosed is a donation to TSCA (in addition to my annual dues) in the amount: $______ Total enclosed: $_________
Make your check payable to TSCA and mail with this form to:

Torrance Sister City Association
c/o The Community Services Department
3031 Torrance Blvd.
Torrance, CA 90503

If you have any questions about your membership, please email Reiko Higa at tscamembership@gmail.com
TSCA meetings are held on the second Monday of each month, except in August and December, at the Civic Center West Annex Commission Room, 7 pm

