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President’s Message

D

ear TSCA Members,

We are 131 members strong by
our latest count. Remember to
renew your membership if it has
elapsed. Ron Kimmel is busy putting
the finishing touches on the
Membership Directory, so it is
imperative that you renew asap. An
organization is only as strong as its
members!
Spring has sprung, or is it summer
already? The weather has been
wonderful of late! The cherry blossoms
in Columbia Park await our viewing on
March 15th. We will be selling tickets for
our Bunka-Sai Grand Drawing of $250
at a booth in the park. Come join us in
“Hanami” (flower viewing).
On the 21st of this month we will be
having the TSCA Cafe guided by
Shirley Tanaka. This activity is in
conjunction with the Torrance Art
Festival. It will be held in the Ken Miller
Center. It may not be too late to
volunteer!

O

This year’s Bunka-Sai on April 25th
and 26th is headed by Werner
Willoughby. One new addition is an
Anime Contest chaired by Lori Eurich.
We look forward to many great pieces
of anime art. The “Candy Man” will
also be there one day of the festival.
There will be plenty of good food and
entertainment. So be sure to avail
yourselves of the opportunity to “drink
in” some Japanese culture. More
information on the Bunka-Sai can be
found in this newsletter.

makes TSCA so successful.
We are still taking applications for
the English Teacher to Kashiwa
and for the Adult Leader for the
summer of 2016. Information on
these two great opportunities are on
the TSCA website.
A personal thank you for your
sympathy card sent
on the sad passing
of my brother-in-law.
Yours in World
Peace,
Dan Fichtner, Ph.D.

Steven Ihde and his capable
committee have been busy in the
selection process for the Student
Ambassadors we will send to
Kashiwa this summer. March 8th is
the day the selection is made and the
9th is the day they are introduced at
the Board meeting. The decision was
difficult because so many competent
students applied for the positions. We
hope that these candidates will
become a part of the fabric that

n Sunday, March 15th the City of
Torrance will be presenting its
third annual Cherry Blossom
Festival at Columbia Park from 11 a.m.
to 4 p.m. The newly-selected student
exchange delegation will be promoting
TSCA and our major fundraiser BunkaSai by distributing event fliers, selling
raffle tickets and displaying photos of
many past visits to Kashiwa.

for purchase, entertainment featuring
Japanese music, dance, martial arts
and other cultural activities. Stop by
the TSCA booth and meet the new
student delegates and their Adult
Leader Sherrie Crowson. Don't miss
this opportunity to bring your family
and friends to enjoy these beautiful
cherry trees with a picnic. Hope to
see you there!

Come out and enjoy the food available

- Werner Willoughby

Upcoming Events
March 6 & 20
City Hall closed
March 9
TSCA Association meeting
March 15
Cherry Blossom Festival
March 21
TSCA Café at Spring Craft Fair
Ken Miller Recreation Center
April 1
Bunka-Sai planning meeting
Katy Geissert Library
April 25 & 26
Bunka-Sai Festival
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Membership News
New and renewed memberships:

Penick, Tiffany Calhoun (F)

Albitz, Phil and Velma (F)

Sarkisian, Alan (I)

Chan, Anna (I)

Shintani Family (F)

Crowson, Sheri (I)

Tanaka, Yaeko (I)

Han, Dai Sup and Jill (F)

Tigerman, Peggy (I)

Hargrove, Eunice (F)

Ujimori, Harvey and Kay(F)

Heidebrecht, Bill and Kathy (F)

Thank you for joining or renewing
your membership for 2015.

Mealins, Kathy and Earl (F)
Miller, Ken and Judy (F)
Nishi, Kikuko and Katsuhisa (F)

IF YOU HAVE NOT RENEWED FOR
2015, PLEASE DO IT NOW. THE

DEADLINE FOR INCLUSION IN THE
DIRECTORY IS MARCH 7.
An application form should be filled out
and submitted with your dues payment
so that the membership committee has
a record with your current information.
Please indicate the type of membership
and check any changes on the Directory
Update line.
If you have any questions, contact Ron
Kimmel at tscamembership@gmail.com

Student Club News

T

he winter season has been
relentless…in every other part of
America except in Southern
California, hasn’t it? Well, the Student
Club decided to stimulate our own little
Winter Wonderland by going Ice
Skating at the Palos Verdes mall. It was
one of the best ways to bond. I think
that through the falls and the laughs, we

all learned something very important –
the railing is our best friend. The event
also had an unprecedented number of
people coming. Seven 2014
delegates, nine 2015 applicants, and
four friends of members giving us a
total of twenty people! It was definitely
a day full of fun, laughs, falls, slips,
hugs, and friendship. And what better

way to top the day off than by
getting some frozen yogurt! Thank
you to everyone that joined us on
that spectacular evening, and we
hope to see you again! Arigato
Gozaimasu!

that time, he also attended the basic
fire academy offered through Glendale
College. In 2013, Chasen relocated to
Bakersfield to attend paramedic
school. Chasen received his
paramedic license in August 2014 and
now works and lives in Visalia as a
Paramedic and volunteers his spare

time as a Volunteer Firefighter for
the Farmersville Fire Department.

- Andrew Rodov

Alumni News

S

ince visiting Kashiwa in 2008,
Chasen Hayashi has kept busy
preparing for a career in the fire
service. Besides taking fire science
classes, he became an EMT and
worked for Torrance Memorial Hospital
as an ER Tech and Huntington Beach
on their emergency ambulance. During

V

anessa Barragan traveled to
Kashiwa as an exchange student
in 2013. Soon after finishing the
exchange, she left Torrance to start her
studies at Mount Saint Mary’s University
in Los Angeles. Vanessa quickly
became involved in student affairs and,
after just her first year at the university,
was elected as ASB President. She
made the honor roll her first semester

only to move to the Dean’s List the
following semesters. This May,
Vanessa will graduate with her AA
degree at the top of her class. She will
continue with her Bachelor’s Degree
at the Mount Saint Mary’s University
Chalon campus. Another proud
moment for the Barragan Family and
added achievement for a TSCA
Alumna.

Vanessa Barragan
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Are We That Different?

I

n my age bracket everyone is
starting to consider getting
married. When I just look on
Facebook it seems that there is at
least one of my friends getting
married or engaged everyday. So it
was not so surprising to me that I
started getting invitations to
weddings. But what shocked me was
I started getting invited for weddings
here in Japan.

the ceremony. In a traditional western
wedding the couple solidifies their
union in front of god inside of church.
In Japan, the wedding ceremony is
actually called 神前式 shinzenshiki,
which translates to “before god.” When
they were telling us about the idea of
the union being blessed by a god or
spirit it reminded me a lot of western
weddings and how we get married in a
church in front of god.

My first wedding I went to in Japan
was a couple of weeks ago. The
wedding was for a friend of mine,
who is a University of Tokyo graduate
who I met while he was doing
research at UCLA. He invited me to
his wedding at the most famous
shrine in Tokyo, Meiji Jingu.

From the waiting room, we walked
from one side of the shrine to the
other. We walked in a slow two lines
and had all of the tourists in the area
visiting the shrine take pictures of us.
When we finally got into the room
where the god was enshrined, the
priest initiated the ceremony by saying
a prayer to the god and then did a
dance to approach the spirit.
Afterwards, the couple had to drink
blessed sake several times. This step
could be equated with the lighting of
the candles. Then towards the end of
the ceremony, to consummate the
union, the whole family drank sake at
once. After the ceremony, we all exited
like how we entered and walked
across the shrine again and then we
were shuttled to a separate hall on the
other side of the grounds to the
reception.

When I received the invitation he
asked me if I would like to go to both
the reception and the ceremony. He
wrote in the invitation that the
ceremony is usually just for family but
since I was a foreigner and probably
would never get to experience a
traditional Japanese wedding
ceremony (because they are kind of
rare now) his family asked if I would
like to attend. I immediately said yes
to everything on the invitation.
On the day of the wedding, I left my
house for Meiji Jingu at 730a.m. to
get to the wedding at 9a.m. When I

arrived, my friend and his bride were
outside and were dressed in
traditional Japanese kimonos. His
wife was beautiful; dressed in a pure
white kimono with traditional
Japanese head garments; she looked
like something from out of a movie.
Before the ceremony commenced,
we were in a waiting room inside one
of the halls in the shrine. Inside the
waiting room, we did a run through of

The reception hall looked like a hotel
ballroom: completely westernized with
chandeliers and western place
settings; absolutely no chopsticks. We
had a seven-course meal of delicious
French food. While we were eating, we
were also listening to hit western
songs from the early 2000’s. The bride
then changed from her kimono into a
wedding dress. As the wedding went
on I thought about the ceremony that I
had just attended: the change between
the ceremony and the reception was
like night and day.

When the reception ended we were
given party favors and made our
separate ways home. I really
enjoyed myself.

Looking back on my experience of
this wedding makes me think about
the true western weddings that are
done inside of a church. People who
get married in a church consummate
their marriage before the eyes of
god and in a traditional Shinto
wedding ceremony the idea is pretty
much the same. This makes me
think about how truly small our world
actually is. Historically speaking,
Japan did not come into contact with
foreign countries until the Meiji
Restoration, which was in 1868.
Even though Japan had contact with
the west starting in 1868, modern,
westernized weddings did not start
becoming popular until postwar
Japan. It fascinates me that even
before western influence came into
Japan, the west and the east share
a common ideology in belief in
which milestones in life, like
marriage, need to be recognized by
a higher power. I think it goes to
show that even though our
philosophies and ideologies may be
different, our basic human need for
recognition transcends into the
major cultures of the west and east.
- Matthew Medlock, English Teacher
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Teaching English Changes Lives

T

he close bond between the cities
of Torrance and Kashiwa is rare
among Sister City Programs in
Japan. I’ve certainly never encountered
anything like it in my 13 years in Japan.
Many sister cities around the world
provide their youth with opportunities to
experience life in a foreign country via
home stay and academic exchange
programs. These exchanges can and
do create bonds that last into
adulthood. However, very few Sister
Cities send their own citizens to work,
live and bond with their counterpart city
for years at a time. This is exactly what
the Torrance Sister City Association
has done for the last 36 years via its
English Teacher Program.
Kashiwa Municipal High School (known
to everyone in Kashiwa as Ichikashi)
was founded in 1978. For almost its
entire history, there have been foreign
teachers at the school representing the
city of Torrance. In addition to teaching
English, they act as ambassadors of
Torrance and the USA, introducing
Kashiwa students and the community
to their American Sister City.
Since current TSCA President Dan
Fichtner arrived in Kashiwa in 1979 as
the very first Torrance Assistant
Language Teacher (ALT), there has
been an unbroken line of teachers
serving the students and staff of
Ichikashi. Along the way, they have not
only helped to strengthen the sister city
relationship, but have been accepted
as important additions to the Kashiwa
community.
One of the great strengths of the
Torrance/Kashiwa English Teacher
Program is the continuity that comes
from the overlapping terms of each
teacher. Whenever a new ALT arrives
from Torrance, there is always a
“sempai” or senior ALT to welcome
them and show them the ropes. This
“sempai/kohai” connection creates an
unusually strong bond and network that
extends beyond our immediate sempai
or kohai. I know many high school
ALTs in Japan who have no idea who
their immediate predecessor was, let
alone who served 10 years earlier.
That’s not the case at Ichikashi. Those
of us who remain in Japan after our
time at the school comes to an end still
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manage to keep in touch with each
other and even get together on
occasion.
Just as we all have different reasons
for participating in the program, what
we take away from our Ichikashi ALT
experience is also different for each
teacher. Here are comments from
some Ichikashi English
Teachers as they
share their thoughts
about life during and
after Ichikashi.
- Karl Takauye,
Teacher at Ichikashi
from 2006-2009

Karl Takauye

The First of Many
Dan Fichtner, Ph.D. (1979 – 1981)

I

t began as a desire for a year off
teaching to “recharge” and it
turned into a life-changing
experience. My Japanese teacher at
El Camino, Mr. Takada, mentioned
to me that the
Torrance Sister
City Association
was interested
in starting a
program
whereby
Dan Fichtner and Mayor Torrance would
Suzuki
send a Native
Speaking English teacher to teach at
the new municipal high school in
Kashiwa. They needed someone to
start the program in the Spring as
the school year in Japan is different
from that here in the States. I
thought, “Only a few months and I
will be home.” Right! That never
happened! My time in Kashiwa
lasted for one and a half years, and
allowed me to experience every level
of education in Kashiwa: nursery,
elementary, intermediate and high
school. It was quite an education for
me! I left Kashiwa to start doctoral
studies at USC, and pursued a Ph.D.
in Cross-cultural Communication.
All the experiences and the language
that I picked up in Japan helped me
in my return to teaching in the Palos
Verdes Peninsula Unified School
District, as the number of English
Learners in the Palos Verdes
Peninsula schools was increasing
and the need to help the English

Learners (ELs) navigate the
American school system was
evident. I felt myself qualified to
help out in this regard and worked
as an English as a Second
Language (ESL) teacher at the 3rd
through12th grade levels. I also
helped teachers better meet the
needs of their ELs. I also became
involved in the California Teachers
of English to Speakers of Other
Languages (CATESOL) a
statewide organization whose
mission it is to prepare teachers
and the general public to
recognize the talents and needs of
such students, eventually serving
as President. For eight years I also
taught in a program at UCLA that
worked with teachers who had ELs
in their classrooms. All of these
experiences and more I’ve had
because of this program, this
Sister City program that has been
going on for 36 years and going.
I thank the Torrance Sister City
Association for the opportunity to
experience such a life-changing
program. Read on in this series of
articles and you will see how other
lives have been changed due to
the transformative ALT/English
Teacher program between these
two dynamic cities.
The Tradition Continues
Since 1979, the English Teacher
Program has sent 40 teachers to
Ichikashi. Here are some thoughts
from some of the more recent
participants who helped carry the
Torrance/Ichikashi connection into
the 21st Century.
Steve Shea (1998 - 2001)

I

’m living in Kashiwa with my
wife and two boys; a 7 monthold and a bilingual 5-year old
(who teaches me
Japanese). My
experience at
Ichikashi turned out
to be an excellent
springboard to a self
-designed career.
After my 3 years
Steve Shea
there, I took
graduate communication classes
at Harvard summer school then
(Continued on page 7)
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Torrance Sister City Association
Bunka-Sai 2015 (Japanese Cultural Festival)
Supporting the Student Cultural Exchange program
When: Saturday, April 25, and Sunday, April 26, 2015
Where: Ken Miller Recreation Center, the Toyota Meeting Hall, and the Torino Plaza
Objectives: To help the community learn about the Japanese culture
to raise funds for the Student Cultural Exchange Program

The Student Cultural Exchange Program is.....
a cultural exchange program that takes place each year in July and August. Since 1974, Torrance sends a maximum of eight students and an adult leader to Kashiwa, Japan for three weeks in July. Kashiwa sends a similar
group to Torrance in August. This program is often referred to as “the gem” of the Sister City Program.

Please help us by placing an ad in our festival program booklet
Your ad will promote your company and support the Student Cultural Exchange Program.
Personal ads are also welcome.
Cost (no change in years):

Full-page ad..........................................................$200
Half-page ad.........................................................$100
One-fourth page ad................................................$50
Business card size ad............................................$25
Specifics: Must be no larger than 8 1/2 x 11 inches. Must be camera ready.
Deadline: March 12, 2015 in order to meet the printing deadline
Checks payable to: Torrance Sister City Association or TSCA

Questions? Please call Shirley Tanaka 310-293-8600, or e-mail to TSCAads@gmail.com.
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * Complete and return the section below* * * * ** * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
Company Name___________________________________________________________________________
Address_____________________________________City_____________ State_____ Zip Code___________
Contact Name________________________ Phone #_______________ E-Mail_________________________
Ad information: Size_________________ Cost_________ Use last year’s ad?_________________________
New?_______________ Camera ready copy enclosed?______________________________
Specific instructions______________________ __________________________________________________
_

________________________________________________________________________________________
Mail this portion, your ad, and check to: Torrance Sister City Association
3031 Torrance Blvd.
Attn: Community Services Dept.
Torrance, CA 90503

Thank you for your support!
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Teach English In Kashiwa, Japan
The Torrance Sister City Association seeks qualified applicants for one high school English teacher at Kashiwa
Municipal High School in Kashiwa, Japan, the Sister City of Torrance. The minimum one-year contract runs from
August 1, 2015 to July 31, 2016 and is renewable for a maximum three-year assignment. This is a full-time position
as a regular instructor at this site.
Duties: Create and deliver engaging lessons in English conversation and composition, present mini seminars to
junior high students, make presentations to visiting dignitaries, assist with coordinating campus visits by parents,
administrators and junior high students, provide support to Japanese teachers of English and extra-curricular
activities as specified by the Principal including: judging and assisting with speech contests, serving as advisor to the
English Conversation Club, teaching weekend conversation classes for adults, business trips and coaching students
for college interviews. Volunteer work with KIRA (Kashiwa International Relations Association) and other city groups
may also be required.
Qualifications:

1. Live or work in Torrance
2. Be fluent in written and spoken English
3. Hold a Bachelor’s degree plus a teaching credential or have demonstrated teaching experience (verified in
4.

recommendation letters)
Possess a keen interest in Japanese language and culture
Represent the Torrance Sister City Association and foster the goals and objectives of the
English Teacher Exchange Program

Compensation:
1. Annual salary of approximately 4,800,000 Japanese yen
2. One-way airfare from Los Angeles to Tokyo, Japan
3. National health insurance (deducted from monthly salary)
4. Subsidized housing and transportation allowance
Paid Japanese holidays and personal days
Send detailed resume, cover letter, and two signed letters of recommendation by
U.S. mail only postmarked by April 9, 2015 and received by April 13, 2015 to:
Lori Chong Eurich, Chair
TSCA English Teacher Selection Committee
Attn: Community Services Dept.
3031 Torrance Blvd.
Torrance, CA 90503
Please discuss your connection to Torrance in cover letter. Qualified applicants will be scheduled for panel interviews
in May. For information call: Lori Chong Eurich at (310) 373-6146 or Dan Fichtner at (310) 316-6092.
www.TorranceSisterCity.org

Student Selection Update

S

ince the last report, the Student
Selection Committee has been
busy meeting with the 2015
applicants and their families. The
annual rummage sale was held on
February 7 at the Kuwahara CPA.
We raised about $900 through the
collective efforts of applicants,
parents, and TSCA members.
The following Friday, 2015 adult
leader Sherri Crowson, hosted a
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student-only pizza party at her house.
Applicants enjoyed the evening eating
pizza, playing games, and writing
Haikus.
Selection Committee members spent
President’s Day weekend visiting the
homes of all 16 applicants. Each family
hosted two members of the committee
for about one hour. We had another
opportunity to spend time with each
family enjoying dinner at the

restaurants at Mitsuwa Market on
February 20 and 27.
Our last event will be the picnic at
Walteria Park on March 8. The
selection committee will meet
directly after the picnic to make the
final selection of the eight students
who will represent our city this July
in Kashiwa.
- Steven Ihde

March 2015
(Continued from page 4)
returned to Japan, where I enjoy selfemployment as an English teacher to
various groups and as a part-time
lecturer at Reitaku University in
Kashiwa.
I really appreciate all the people who
have contributed to the Sister City
Program. It's exciting to think of all the
future ALTs and Torrance students
who will benefit from this wonderful
program.
Liane Nishioka Okada (2000 – 2003)

A

fter being prompted by my dear
friend/mentor (and TSCA
member), Dr. Daniel Kelly,
watching my sempai Dai Sup Han and
his wife, Jill, go to Kashiwa and
listening to their stories upon their
return, AND becoming colleagues with
another sempai Adult
Leader Teacher (ALT)
Mary Jo Pichette when
I became employed at
North High School, I
finally took a leap of
faith and became an
ALT at Ichikashi in
Aug 2000. The
Liane Okada
experience was made
even more special given that Ichikashi
was (and still is) sister schools with
North High.
Since my “retirement” in 2003, I’ve had
an amazing adventure here in Japan
which has led to a happy present. I’ve
been employed here and there in
Chiba Prefecture teaching everyone
from ages 3 to 80. Ichikashi has a very
special meaning to me as it was there
that I met my husband, Shige. We got
married in May 2006, and upon my 10th
anniversary of being in Japan, we
welcomed our daughter, Mina We are
all living happily in Toride, Ibaraki.
Currently, I’m a freelance English
conversation instructor, and through
my on-going friendships with many
KIRA members am teaching at their
head office. Although the Big Disaster
in 2011 disrupted our tradition, for the
past few years I’ve had the pleasure of
meeting and feeding some of the most
recent members of our ALT family
through a Thanksgiving collaboration at
my house with Karl Takauye (a.k.a.
Our “ALT Big Brother”  )

I’m truly thankful for this unique
experience and if I could, I’d go back
in time and do it all over again.
Yoko Kobayashi (2007 – 2008)

U

pon leaving Kashiwa and
Ichikashi in 2008, I returned to
LA and went back to my job
as a counselor in the Torrance
Unified School
District. I have
since worked at
Torrance High for
a few years and
West High (where
I am currently
working).
Yoko Kobayashi
In 2010, I married Jason Druten who
is a teacher and coach at West High.
It's fun working with my husband!
In addition to getting married in
2010, I decided to open a pilates
studio (Pilates Plus Pacific Beach)
with a long-time friend, Kimi. It was
very challenging balancing my job as
a counselor, my role as a new wife
and my responsibilities to the studio.
However, it was very rewarding and
exciting as well, helping others to get
in shape. Eventually, I sold my
portion of the studio to Kimi as I
realized that I wanted to start a
family.
In 2014, Jason and I were thrilled
when we were selected to adopt a
baby boy from Iowa. Max Jacob
Kento Druten has been the most
amazing blessing to us! We are truly
enjoying our time as parents, but we
don't get as much sleep as we
used to. :)
Although my life has changed in
many ways since I taught at
Ichikashi, I cherish every moment
that I spent in Kashiwa and am
grateful to have met so many
amazing people. I believe that things
I learned while living and working in
Kashiwa have shaped the person I
am today. I am more aware of the
world, am better able to relate to
students coming from foreign
countries (which is important in my
job as a counselor), and have a
renewed appreciation for Japanese
culture. I hope my son will one day
be able to visit Kashiwa and meet so
many friends I made there.

Ken Radomski (2009 – 2012)

M

y time at Ichikashi was
really a transformative
experience. It was my first
time out on my own, fresh out of
college. I had to learn the
intricacies of financial and
emotional
independence
pretty quickly, but
the Ichikashi
teaching staff and
the Kashiwa
International
Ken Radomski
Relations
Association (KIRA) always made
me feel welcomed and
appreciated. I enjoyed working
with Geoff and Kevin as they were
great role models for me. Karl and
the Tuesday Starbucks crew were
always there for support, even if I
was feeling homesick or lonely. I
loved all the students I taught, and
can't believe that some of them are
now graduated from college, and
pursuing their own career and
dreams!
My wife Kaori (who is still living in
Japan) will be moving to California
when her visa application goes
through. Married life is great, but
long-distance is pretty tough. I
can't wait for her to come over to
California so we can finally settle
down and let our roots grow.
Kaori will be leaving her friends,
family, and career so it will be a
big jump for her! She won't be a
flight attendant anymore, and will
be looking for new work in LA. My
Master’s program will take about
2.5 years to complete, and after
that I will be an Occupational
Therapist (OT). I'm hoping to be a
school-based OT, so hopefully I
can carry over a few things I
learned from my time as an
English teacher.
In future issues, we’ll share more
stories from other former Ichikashi
ALTs. If you are a former Ichikashi
ALT and would like to share your
experiences, please send your
information to Linda Kranz at
tscanewsletter@gmail.com. We’d
love to include your stories.
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First Annual Bunka-Sai
Anime Drawing Contest
Torrance Sister City Association is showcasing high school student anime drawings
in a contest at Bunka-Sai. Free to enter.
2015 Anime Drawing Contest Rules
1. Entries must be drawn on 8 ½ x 11 paper in “portrait” (vertical) format so they can be displayed in the Ken Miller
Recreation Center. One entry per person. Contest is open to high schools students residing in Torrance.
2. Entries must be submitted in person on Friday, April 24 between 3:30 p.m. and 5:30 to the Ken Miller Recreation
center. Entries will be placed in a plastic sheet protector and taped to the wall for display during the festival which
ends on Sunday, April 26.
3. There are three categories for contest drawings: funniest, most action and cutest. Prizes will be awarded to two
winners in each category.
4. Entries must have the name, age, school, category and cell phone number of the artist on the back of the drawing.
The theme of the contest is Bunka-Sai and drawings should reflect something about the Japanese cultural festival.
Bunka-Sai photos are on our website.
The winners will be announced on Saturday, April 25, at 12:15 p.m. in the Ken Miller Recreation Center at the stage.
Prizes will be awarded.
Winning entries will be featured in the TSCA newsletter and website in the summer. TSCA will retain the rights to these
and scan them before returning them to the entrant. Entries into this contest relinquishes rights of use of the artwork.
Winners under age 18 will need to have a parent signature on a photo release so TSCA may photograph them and
use the photos in its publications.
Anime drawings may be picked up on Sunday, April 26, at 4:30 p.m. Those not picked up by this time will become the
property of TSCA.
Thanks for participating in our contest. We look forward to receiving your entry!
www.TorranceSisterCity.org

Save the Date!
March 21, 2015

TSCA is running the refreshment booth at the Torrance
Spring Craft Faire on Saturday, March 21. All proceeds
will benefit the student exchange program.
Volunteers are needed to pick up donuts, make spam
musubi, deliver lunches to the vendors, and sell snacks.
Any amount of time is greatly appreciated!
To help, please email to Shirley Tanaka,
ksjtanaka3@yahoo.com Thank you!
Torrance Craftsmen Guild’s
Spring Arts and Crafts Faire
Torrance Cultural Arts Center
Saturday, March 21, 2015
9 am to 4 pm
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Focus on Member: Shirley Tanaka

S

hirley Tanaka is one of
TSCA’s best worker bees. You
will recognize her as the
person bustling about the food tables
at a Welcome Reception, Sayonara
Banquet, or Alumni Reunion. Or,
more recently, maybe you have
worked at the TSCA Café where
Shirley took on the responsibility of
running the concessions stand at the
Torrance Craft Faire – at a friend’s
request. Then again, if you have
received a special greeting card from
TSCA, that was undoubtedly sent by
Shirley, who has been Hospitality
Chairman for several years.
Shirley was born in China. At the age
of 8, she came with her mother and
younger sister to the United States to
live with her father. They lived in
Medford, Oregon for a few years,
then moved to Southern California.
The family grew up in Gardena.
After completing a major in
Mathematics at UCLA, Shirley
realized her real interest leaned
toward books and libraries, so she
went to graduate school at UCLA and
got a Masters Degree in Library
Science. An interest since grade
school, Shirley worked as a student
assistant in several libraries on the
Westwood campus.
Since then she has worked as a

professional
librarian for
42 years, and
just retired
last
December.
She has
worked as a
reference
librarian in a
major think
tank,
managed a
technical
Shirley and Keith Tanaka
library in
corporate defense-related companies,
conducted medical research for
physicians in a biomedical research
institute, and lastly, worked as
Manager of Technical Services in a
non-profit aerospace library. Shirley
says, “I love my profession! The skills
I’ve acquired over the years enable me
to find the information people need. I
really enjoy the thrill of the hunt, not
giving up until I find it. Did you know
that I’m stubborn and persistent?”
Shirley met her husband Keith at a
ballroom dance class. They started
carpooling to the class and then
danced for hours every week. She
says she lost weight and gained a
husband!
Daughter Jenny was a student
delegate to Kashiwa in 2005. She is

now a 3rd grade teacher in
Hawthorne. Shirley had been going
to Bunka-Sai for many years, and
when Jenny was a Girl Scout the
two helped at the desserts booth
that was run by Cheng Leong’s Girl
Scout Troop. Now Shirley and Jenny
chair the Desserts Booth, while
Keith last year ran the Cotton Candy
Booth. The whole family is very
involved with Bunka-Sai.
The Tanakas have lived in the same
house for 35 years. Shirley likes the
neighborhood and location, close to
stores and restaurants in Gardena
(like the scrumptious mochi places!).
When time permits, Shirley can be
found baking, creating good tasty
food, collecting succulents, reading
mysteries, or cheering on the Bruins
and Dodgers!
Shirley says, “I’ve made many
wonderful friends since joining
TSCA. It’s fun to do things together,
and they keep me going….”
Shirley became a TSCA Board
member in 2010 and will be ending
her second term this year. Thank
you, Shirley, for being such a
dependable and active part of the
TSCA family. It’s members like you
who keep US going as well!
- Gail Roulette

TSCA Rummage Sale

T

he annual rummage sale was
held on February 7 and was a
big success thanks to the
generous donations from the student
applicants and TSCA members.
About $900 was raised and all of the
proceeds will help fund this summer’s
student exchange program. Students
organized all of the various donated
items, constructed signs, and
interacted with customers. After the
sale, the unsold items were donated
to the Tritons Travel Baseball Team

America donation truck.

for their fundraiser. The Tritons earned
money for a trip to Cooperstown, New
York by filling a Vietnam Veterans of

Thank you to the families of the
applicants who came early to set up
and stayed late to take down. A
special note of appreciation to TSCA
members Gary and Teri Kuwahara.
Gary Kuwahara hosted our sale on
the front lawn of his office on Palos
Verdes Boulevard providing great
drive-by visibility for lots of
customers.
- Steven Ihde

Newsletter Editor-in-Chief: Linda Kranz
Newsletter Distribution: Donna Dunlap
We welcome your comments and submissions to the TSCA newsletter.
Please send them to: tscanewsletter@gmail.com
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