Torrance Sister City Association
http://torrancesistercity.org/
January 2015

Thank you Lori!

L

ori Chong Eurich has shown
her enthusiasm for the
Torrance Sister City Association
program for many years serving as
chair of the English Language
Teacher Selection Committee, chair
of the Student Selection Committee,
and coordinator of entertainment at
Bunka-Sai. Even as her term was
ending on the TSCA board, Lori
agreed to serve as TSCA president
this past year. For the last three
years, Lori has gone to the local high
schools to promote the student
exchange program, talking to
students about the experience and
showing the video of the activities in
Japan.
We thank Lori’s husband Dane and
son Ryan for sharing their mom with

us this year, taking time from busy
family schedules to devote her
energies to TSCA. Lori has fulfilled the
president’s duties with vigor – running
board meetings, being actively
involved on committees, and being the
liaison with our Kashiwa
counterparts. Besides her duties as
President she found time to elicit some
new vendors to attend Bunka-Sai. She
refined the TSCA website, and found
numerous new ways to publicize
Bunka-Sai including many local
publications, as well as, a listing in
AAA’s Westways Magazine’s April
calendar!
Lori is also finishing up a 3-year term
as a board member. While no longer a
board member, Lori has agreed to
continue several of her favorite

F

- Gail Roulette/Donna Dunlap

Lori Chong Eurich

Upcoming Events
January 1, 9, 19 & 23
City Hall Closed

Remembering Fukue Kohrogi
ukue Kohrogi, wife of Shun
Kohrogi, passed away on
December 5, 2014 after battling
cancer for 14 years. Shun and Fukue
have been steady participants at
Bunka-Sai for at least twenty eight
years. They have a booth displaying
children's art work, products of their
students at the Saga Art Center.
Fukue also helped Shun with art

activities in the organization. Thank
you, Lori, for your dedication to
TSCA. We appreciate your
continuing support.

activities for children at BunkaSai. She will be remembered for her
gentle, outgoing personality and her
beautiful smile.
TSCA wishes to express heartfelt,
sincere sympathy to the Kohrogi
family.
- Hazel Taniguchi

January 7, February 4, March 4,
and April 1
Bunka-Sai planning meetings
7:00 to 8:50 p.m.
Katy Geissert library meeting room
January 10
Alumni Reunion Luncheon
January 12
TSCA association meeting
7:00 p.m.
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Membership News
New and renewed memberships:

Kimmel, Gudy and Ron (F)

Ando, Frances (I)

Kimmel-Dagostino, Leilani (B)

Ando, Jennifer (I)

Kragh, Evalyn (I)

Applegate, Linda and Bill (F)

Maroney, Mark and Jill (F)

Arnheim, Bruce and Sumi (F)

McIntyre, Hugh (I)

Ashcraft, Heidi and Dan (F)

Miller, Ken and Judy (F)

Brewer, Tom (I)

O'Donnell, Maureen (I)

Coury, Amy and George (F)

Peitzman, Fred and Ann (F)

Donna Dunlap, Butch and Cara Ihde (S)

Plank, Janice (I)

Eurich, Dane and Lori (S)

Roulette, Mark and Peggy (F)

Fisher, Eric and Doris (F)

Roulette, Ray and Gail (S)

Gelbaum, Ilene and Mark (F)

Rubin, Marilyn and Sherwin (F)

Gimian, Reed and DeDe (F)

Sargent, Dave and Toni (F)

Hattori, Lisa (I)

Tanabe, Fred and Janice (F)

Hofer, Gary and Fusae (F)

Taniguchi, Eisei and Hazel (S)

Ihde, Steven (I)

Wand, Suzie (I)

Little, Bob and Vera (F)

Willoughby, Werner and Aileen (S)

Kawai, Masaru Kent (I)

Yamauchi, Bryce and Cheryl (S)

Thank you for joining or renewing
your membership for 2015. An
application form should be filled
out and submitted with your dues
payment so that the membership
committee has a record with your
current information. Please
indicate the type of membership
and check any changes on the
Directory Update line. 54
memberships have been received
for 2015.
If you have any questions, contact
Ron Kimmel at
tscamembership@gmail.com

Forget Me Not

W

ith the ending of the year and
the beginning of a new one,
many people set their sights on their
New Year’s Resolutions. But what the
Japanese do that is very special is
they use the month of December to
reflect on the year they had and to
make peace with the hardships that
they went through. This celebration is
called Bonenkai忘年会 or literally
“Forget the year gathering”. It is
customary that every company,
school, or group related committee
has a bonenkai, where you and your
coworkers or friends or people you
meet with regularly get together and
reminisce about the year you had
together. This, of course, would not
be complete without copious amounts
of alcohol and delicious food.
This tradition of “forgetting the year”
actually started toward the end of the
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Muromachi Period in Japan and was
called a noukai. Noukai were actually
celebrations of great achievement but
with the start of the Edo Period the
idea of a great achievement
celebration began to dwindle and
changed into the bonenkai that we
know today.
This year, I celebrated my last
bonenkai with my coworkers; and I
must admit it was great! Compared to
the other years, I have more or less
become used to the Japanese
drinking customs like never pouring
your own glass, and when pouring
someone else’s glass you have to
use two hands on the bottle while you
pour, etc. but I was able to enjoy
myself more and I enjoyed talking to
my coworkers more this year than the
other years. We chatted about the
year the great things, the funny

things, and the bad things; all in all it
was great.
This year for me has been a fun one.
I have learned a lot and I have lived
a lot. I did not face so much
adversity this year, but I am keeping
my fingers crossed that this good
streak will continue, but all I can say
is I have made peace with 2014 and
I am looking forward to 2015!
Happy 2015 everyone!

Matthew Medlock,
English Teacher
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KIRA News
This year is the 60th anniversary
that current Kashiwa has been
municipalized.
Then, KIRA was given certificate of
appreciation for their long-term
contribution to Kashiwa-city.

Alumni News: Kevin Willoughby in Tokyo

A

s a former TSCA exchange
student, Kevin Willoughby’s first
trip to Japan was in July 2007. It
became one of the highlights of his
life, deepening his love for its people
and culture. Seven years later, his
friendships with many of the 2007
Kashiwa exchange students remain
strong, as does his ties to his host
families. And particularly now that he
is living in Japan, he tries to connect
as often as he can with his Kashiwa
friends and families.
After graduating from Torrance High
School in 2009, Kevin took his
studies of the Japanese classical
instrument, the shamisen, to the next
level by studying each summer of his
college years in Tokyo under the
tutelage of a master of the art,
Master Honjoh Hidetaro. Kevin was
awarded his professional stage
name of Honjoh Hideeiji and had
many opportunities to perform on
stage with his sensei. The highlight
of those years was his participation
in a 2010 performance of the Honjoh
School at the Japan National
Theater in Tokyo which involved four
performances over 2 days. In one of
the numbers, Kevin had the honor of
playing the shamisen in
accompaniment to a dance
performance by one of Japan’s
National Living Treasures, Madame
Hanayagi Toshinami.
In 2013, after graduating from UCLA
with a double major in Japanese and
Ethnomusicology, he decided to
learn more about Japanese music
and enrolled in Toho Gakuen
College of Drama and Music
(Tokyo), where his shamisen sensei

is on the faculty. It is where famous
conductor Seiji Ozawa is an alumnus.
As the only American at the college

amazed by the talent and level of
expertise of all of his teachers,
including his koto sensei who

where the focus is on music and
theater arts (not limited to Japanese
music), Kevin is very much enjoying
his classes which are taught by
master artists of various Japanese
cultural arts such as dance,
instruments, and nagauta (Japanese
classical music).

invented the 25-stringed koto.

The curriculum is taught entirely in
Japanese, so it has been a challenge
for Kevin to be competitive. To satisfy
his foreign language requirement
(Japanese is not offered), he is
studying French, which is taught by a
native French woman who has lived
in Japan for over 20 years (but
speaks no English).
During his four years in the Ethno
program at UCLA, he played the
“sanxian” (predecessor to the
Japanese shamisen) in the UCLA
Chinese Music Ensemble. His choice
of an ensemble at Toho Gakuen is
the koto ensemble. This group is
composed of 5 students, of which he
is the only shamisen player. The
others play the koto, either the
traditional 13-stringed koto or the
17-stringed koto. Kevin is also
learning to play the koto and is

His busy 7-day a week schedule
includes being a full-time student on
weekdays; a part-time English
teacher on Fridays, Saturdays and
Sundays; and a student protege/
helper at Honjoh sensei’s studio on
Thursdays and other days. Much of
his spare time is spent in lessons,
practices, rehearsals or
performances for school or for
Honjoh sensei. He recently sang
Handel's Messiah in English in the
school chorus at their annual recital.
Honjoh sensei is beginning
rehearsals for their upcoming
September 4-5 Honjoh School
program at the National Theatre,
held every 5 years, so Kevin
anticipates a very busy 2015 year.
Kevin’s plans for the future are
tentative, as he loves Japan and
wants to stay there, but he is
considering a graduate program in
the United States after finishing his
second year at Toho Gakuen. He
misses the warm Southern California
weather, particularly on days when
there is snow in Tokyo.
- Aileen Willoughby
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Focus on Member: Kerry Cababa

K

erry Cababa has been active in
TSCA ever since she went to
Kashiwa as adult leader in 1987.
She has served on committees, been
a host family, vice president, and
most recently been chair of the
Alumni Reunion the previous 3 years
2011, 2012, 2013.
Born in the Japanese Hospital in
Boyle Heights (today a Latino
hospital), Kerry grew up in the Virgil
District in L.A., adjacent to Silverlake.
She graduated from Virgil Junior
High School, Belmont High School
and attended UCLA with a Sociology
major.
Kerry met Ed Cababa in high school
and they have been married many
years. When their two daughters
came along to establish them as a
family, Kerry became a stay-at-home
mom, doing things like PTA, Girl
Scouts, AYSO, and North Torrance
Girls’ Softball. She received the
Honorary Service Award from
Arlington Elementary and Casimir
Middle School PTAs. Ed and Kerry
first lived in Gardena, but moved to
Torrance in 1974 and have lived in
the same house ever since. Kerry is
an active sports person - from high
school Girls Athletic Association
days, to being an avid Dodgers fan,
to her current job as pool manager

for
Torrance
Community
Services.
As a youth,
Kerry was
active in
the
JapaneseAmerican
League
Community
Kerry Cababa
Youth
Council (CYC) and JAO (Japanese
American Optimist) sports leagues.
Originally for Japanese-American
youth, this group now has a more
international focus. These were the
only leagues available for girls at the
time.
A major interest for Kerry is the WRAnamed War Relocation Center at
Manzanar, where both her parents
along with her grandmother and
father’s siblings were sent during WWII.
Her aunt Sue Kunitomi Embrey was on
the original committee to organize the
Manzanar Pilgrimage. Kerry has been
involved since the 90’s, and is currently
co-chair of this historic annual event.
The Pilgrimage takes place the last
Saturday of April, regrettably often
conflicting with TSCA’s Bunka-Sai.
Organizing the Pilgrimage is a major

undertaking, as anywhere from
1200 to 1500 people from across
the nation make their way to the
Manzanar National Historic Site
each year.
The MNHS is now under the
National Park Service, which
reconstructed an Interpretive
Center from the old high school
auditorium, opened in 2004,
drawing 2000 visitors. The NPS so
far has also restored orchards and
gardens, roads, barracks, a
demonstration block, and has
erected new signage at many
important features like the hospital,
churches, gardens, playing fields
and the cemetery.
This is one way Kerry keeps
connected with her Japanese
heritage. In another, 19 members
of her family traveled to Epinal
Cemetery in France last October to
pay homage to an uncle, Pfc. Ted
Fujioka, who died in combat during
the war. Kerry keeps in touch with
the many friends she made in
Kashiwa as adult leader, and has
made several return trips to visit
them. Kerry’s father is 99 years old,
and we hope she carries those
longevity genes that will keep her
in TSCA for a long time to come!
- Gail Roulette

2015 Alumni Reunion Potluck
Saturday, January 10, 2015
11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
Ken Miller Recreation Center
3300 Civic Center Drive, Torrance
Everyone is welcome at our annual Alumni Reunion to celebrate the installation of our new officers and board
members. Meet the 2015 Partnership Award recipient and updates from the 2014 Student delegates and Adult
Leader. Renew friendships, share favorite memories and enjoy tasty potluck dishes. Applicants for the 2015
student exchange program will be attending to learn more about the trip of a lifetime.
Individuals or couples, please bring a dessert or a vegetable. Families, please bring a main dish and a salad.
Drinks will be provided. Please bring serving utensils labeled with your name.
To volunteer to help or for more information, contact David Gelbaum at gelbaummusic@yahoo.com. We look
forward to seeing everyone. Please feel free to wear your hapi coat, yukata, or t-shirt from your year. We’ll also be
accepting membership renewals.
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Student Report: It’s a Small World After All—Japanese Customs, Protocol,
and Etiquette

E

ach aspect of Japanese life,
including eating a meal, going
to a shrine, and bathing even, have
intricate order of actions to be
followed. I was almost certain that
these customs are just quickly gone
through for the namesake, but I was
fascinated to be proven wrong.

teenage daughters. There was
always a constant flow of silly jokes
and stories keeping the mood light,
but that underlying sense of respect
was never lost. This, to me, is the
most important cultural difference
between the Japanese and the
American cultures.

The most commonly known practice
of bowing demonstrates respect.
When business cards are given,
older people go first, bowing and
then using both hands, with the text
of the card facing the receiver. The
receiver reads the card and says
thank you with a subtle bow before
proceeding.

We have our cultural differences, but
we also have our similarities. The
Japanese people are just as
fascinated by our culture as we are
with theirs, and…it was nice to know
that they are just like us. It’s a Small
World After All.

The Japanese tea ceremony is
something that I could watch for
ages and never get bored because
the effort and precision put into
mixing a cup of hot water and
powder is so empowering that it truly

2014 Delegates at Tokyo Disneyland

makes you reconsider your life.
Dinner table conversations are
spoken with respect to etiquette.
Elders are served first, followed by
the patriarch and then the children.
The sense of respect for elders is
never lost…even in moments when
tempers may be tense. This doesn’t
mean that they aren’t casual with
each other. My first host family had a
grandmother, two parents and two

- Rachel Lobo

Adam Jordan and Rachel Lobo

Student Report: Japanese Food and Restaurants

M

y first host family, the Kanai
family, usually prepared me
breakfast that resembled regular
meals here in America. It mostly
consisted of processed egg, in a
rectangular shape, similar to that
found in tamago sushi; yogurt;
bread; meat – and there was always
a small bowl of rice. This breakfast,
in my eyes resembled that of eggs

Delegates in sushi making class. Andrew
pictured in front row, third from the left.

and ham with a side of toast.
My second host family served me
breakfast that was more what I
expected from a Japanese family: a
mix of vegetables, piece of tempura,

and something called hijiki no nimono,
which is a food that has small black
seaweed, carrots, and tofu all mixed
together with soy sauce. In addition to
that, rice was always served.
I was told that rice is served with every
meal because of tradition. Rice is a
symbol of wealth and, in addition, the
word for rice, gohan, is also the same
word for meal. My second host family
showed me a food called tamago
kakegohan – translates to “Egg
Splashed Rice.” This is a simple
common breakfast dish consisting of
raw egg mixed with soy sauce, then
poured into a hole made in the bowl of
rice. Mix altogether and eat.
In the U.S., most restaurants have a
varied menu. In Japan, the restaurants
where I ate were specialized. One
centered around tempura. Here I was
surprised to learn that the Japanese
eat the tails of shrimp as a snack.
Another place where I ate was a
ramen shop. This was like a sushi bar
in Torrance. However, if you wanted a
table, there were no chairs. On the
contrary, there was a step, under

which you would place your shoes,
then you would step up and sit on a
pillow on the floor.
At the eel (unagi) restaurant, similar
in structure to the ramen, you can
continue cooking the unagi at a
miniature barbecue that is brought to
the customer. At the shabu-shabu
restaurant, you are served raw beef
or pork and cook it yourself in a large
bowl of boiling water by swishing it
back and forth. Hence the name
shabu-shabu, which comes from the
sound made by the swishing.
The izakaya is similar to most
restaurants in America with chairs,
and shoes were not taken off. A
difference is that every party of
people had their own little secluded
area.
Throughout this experience, I
learned so many incredible things…I
would like to thank TSCA, the board,
and the city of Torrance for giving me
this amazing opportunity. It really
was a trip of a lifetime.
- Andrew Rodov
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Teach English In Kashiwa, Japan
The Torrance Sister City Association seeks qualified applicants for one high school English teacher at
Kashiwa Municipal High School in Kashiwa, Japan, the Sister City of Torrance. The minimum one-year
contract runs from August 1, 2015 to July 31, 2016 and is renewable for a maximum three-year
assignment. This is a full-time position as a regular instructor at this site.
Duties: Create and deliver engaging lessons in English conversation and composition, present mini
seminars to junior high students, make presentations to visiting dignitaries, assist with coordinating
campus visits by parents, administrators and junior high students, provide support to Japanese teachers of
English and extra-curricular activities as specified by the Principal including: judging and assisting with
speech contests, serving as advisor to the English Conversation Club, teaching weekend conversation
classes for adults, business trips and coaching students for college interviews. Volunteer work with KIRA
(Kashiwa International Relations Association) and other city groups may also be required.
Qualifications:
1. Live or work in Torrance
2. Be fluent in written and spoken English
3. Hold a Bachelor’s degree plus a teaching credential or have demonstrated teaching experience
(verified in recommendation letters)
4. Possess a keen interest in Japanese language and culture
Represent the Torrance Sister City Association and foster the goals and objectives of the
English Teacher Exchange Program
Compensation:
1. Annual salary of approximately 4,800,000 Japanese yen
2. One-way airfare from Los Angeles to Tokyo, Japan
3. National health insurance (deducted from monthly salary)
4. Subsidized housing and transportation allowance
Paid Japanese holidays and personal days
Send detailed resume, cover letter, and two signed letters of recommendation by
U.S. mail only postmarked by April 9, 2015 and received by April 13, 2015 to:
Lori Chong Eurich, Chair
TSCA English Teacher Selection Committee
Attn: Community Services Dept.
3031 Torrance Blvd.
Torrance, CA 90503
Please discuss your connection to Torrance in cover letter. Qualified applicants will be scheduled for
panel interviews in May. For information call: Lori Eurich at (310) 373-6146 or Dan Fichtner
at (310) 316-6092.
www.TorranceSisterCity.org

Newsletter Editor-in-Chief: Linda Kranz
Newsletter Distribution: Donna Dunlap
We welcome your comments and submissions to the TSCA newsletter.
Please send them to: tscanewsletter@gmail.com
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Bunka-Sai 2015 planning meetings will be held on the first Wednesday of the month
starting in January from 7:00 to 8:50 p.m. in the Katy Geissert library meeting room on
the first floor. Mark your calendar to join us on these Wednesdays: January
7, February 4, March 4 and April 1. We need input from members and supporters to
help plan our biggest event of the year. Suggestions and new ideas welcome!
If you have questions, please contact Werner Willoughby at:
w.p.willoughby@gmail.com

Photos from the 2014 Bunka-Sai
Photo credits: Steven Ihde & Linda Kranz

Page 7

2015 Membership Application
E xc ep t f or th e L i f e M emb er sh i p , al l d u e s a r e i n e ff ec t f r om J a n u ar y 1 st t o D ec e mb er 3 1 s t.

I f yo u h a ve a n y q u e st i o n s a b o u t yo u r me mb e r s h i p , p l e a se e ma i l R o n Ki mme l
a t tscamembership@gmail.com

