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President’s Message

H

ello All Members and Friends,

John Ito, who volunteered at our
Bunkasai last April. We thank John
for his part in starting this process
for us. The donation will help us
carry out our mission to “promote
friendship, goodwill, and
understanding between the City of
Torrance and the City of Kashiwa,
Japan, through a people-to-people,
citizen diplomacy approach and
through joint participation in mutually
established programs.” We are
always looking for ways to meet this
mission, and are working toward
that end.

Our student delegates have
finished their tour of Kashiwa,
our sister city, and have also visited
Kyoto and Hiroshima. They returned on
July 28th and their exploits have been
recorded by Mike Arai of the Kashiwa
KIRA organization, and also on a blog
written by the students and Sherri
Crowson, the Adult Leader. If you wish
to view the blog, go to:
TSCA2015.wordpress.com.
Here you will read and see what the
students themselves have written and
have taken photos of.

29 to August 11 at 6:00 pm on
Torrance Community TV. Our
thanks to Alan for his work on this
project.
Also be sure to check that your
membership is up to date so that
you don’t miss out on
any of our mailings.
Yours in crosscultural
understanding,
Dan Fichtner, Ph.D.
TSCA President

Another new item is the Torrance
Sister City Association brochure put
together by Amy Coury and Hazel
Taniguchi. It has a new format and
is printed on white paper so that the
photographs show up better. Copies
have been sent through the mail to
all members in good standing. Extra
copies are in the racks of the West
Annex of City Hall. Thanks to Amy
and Hazel and to the city employees
who worked on this project.

This month it is our turn to play host to
the Kashiwa student delegation. We will
show them Torrance and our
surrounding area, as well as, take a
weekend trip south to the San Diego
area. Much is planned of them to
experience—the sights, sounds, smells
and tastes of America: chili cook-off,
square dance, cultural performance at
the Hollywood Bowl, Dodger game, and
many other activities. Most importantly,
they will share family life with two
gracious host families who have opened
their homes and lives to them. We hope
they will get an idea of who we are and
how we live from their experiences here
in California, and Torrance in particular.

Upcoming Events
August 7 & 21
City Hall closed
August 4
Kashiwa delegates arrive
in Torrance!
August 21
Kashiwa delegates return
to Japan

Be sure to attend the Sayonara
Banquet on Thursday, August 20th.
Tickets are $33 per Adult and $15
per child [11 and under]. The buffet
will include many great foods. It will
be a good time to say farewell to our
guests that evening.

We are in the process of applying for a
donation from the Boeing Corporation.
Boeing will be donating to our treasury
for the work of one of their employees,

Alan Sarkisian, has produced a DVD
of our April 2015 Bunkasai. It is
tentatively scheduled to air from July
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Membership News
New or renewed memberships:
Cababa, Kerry D. (Supporting)
Matarrese, John (Individual)
Mizuguchi, Toshiko (Individual)
Plank, Janice (Individual)
Thoman, John (Individual)
Dr. Matsunaga, Garett (Family)

Thank you for joining or renewing
your membership for 2015.

any changes on the Directory
Update line.

An application form should be
filled out and submitted with your
dues payment so that the
membership committee has a
record with your current
information. Please indicate the
type of membership and check

If you have any questions please
email Reiko Higa at
tscamembership@gmail.com.

Van Bellehem, Edith (Individual)

New TSCA Brochure

B

y this time, most of you should
have received our new,
revised brochure. This edition
still features Former Mayor Ken
Miller, who signed the affiliation
papers in 1973, starting this sister
city relationship on its way. Here we
are, forty two (42) years later, still
"acting locally, but thinking globally"
with mutually-established programs.
Information has been updated as
necessary. New photos have been
included.

Many thanks go to members of
TSCA who provided photos and
helped to proofread the drafts and to
the city’s Central Services staff for
the graphics and printing.
If you would like to have another
copy, please pick one up at the
West Annex, City Hall, the Katy
Geissert Civic Center Library, or the
Cultural Arts Center classroom
building.
- Hazel Taniguchi and Amy Coury

Alumni News

C

ongratulations to the Torrance delegates who are furthering their education. We wish them the best of luck in
their future pursuits. Here’s a listing of the delegates and where they plan to attend:

Leane Kuo -- University of California Berkeley
Ann Lobo -- California State Dominguez Hills (full scholarship)
Kyle Nishimura -- California Poly San Luis Obispo
Melanie Nomiya -- University of California Los Angeles
Megan Oliveros -- El Camino College
Allison Sueyoshi - California State Fullerton
Ronan Todd -- El Camino College
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2015 Kashiwa Adult Leader and Delegates

Hisataka Takikawa
Adult Leader
Interests/Hobbies: Baseball, tennis,
soccer and other sports

Shoko Onuma
11th grade, Waseda Jitsugyo High
School
Interests and Hobbies: Architecture,
running, cooking, music

Hiroki Matsushima
Sophomore, Hosei University
Interests/Hobbies: Basketball, traveling

Yukiko Kanno
11th grade, Kogane High School
Interests/Hobbies: Music, cooking,
sports

Natsuki Sugiura
11th grade, Higashikatsushika
High School
Interests/Hobbies: Reading, swimming

Hanako Senda
Sophomore, Seitoku University
Interests/Hobbies: Ballet, music,
shopping

Mizuki Niwa
11th grade, Hakuryo High School
Interests/Hobbies: Listening to vocal
android music, dancing, taking pictures,
singing songs.

Rieko Takatsuka
11th grade, Shibuya Kyoikugakuen
Shibuya High School
Interests/Hobbies: Music, movies,
drawing

Hiroki Tanimoto
Freshman, Shibauro Institute of
Technology
Interests/Hobbies: Playing sports
(basketball, volleyball, etc.), shopping
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Summer in Japan

G

rowing up in Southern
California, “bad weather” was
never a part of my daily
vocabulary. Snow? Typhoons? Those
were words from faraway places that I
was disconnected from and only heard
about in the news. So, when this native
Southern-Californian moved to Japan, I
was met with the sweet, overwhelming,
summer humidity of Asia. My first
month in Japan I struggled finding
ways to stay cool from the August heat.
I remember finding respite from the
heat in the English department at
Ichikashi, making trips to the mall at
Kashiwa Station just to walk through
and enjoy the air-conditioning for a bit,
and setting up an electric fan in my
apartment so I could sit in front of it for
a few hours.
Now I’ve experienced all the seasons
in Japan. I was ecstatic back in May
when the cold had finally left, and there
was a slight cool breeze, with sunshine
almost every day. As many things in
Japan, this was short-lived, and rainy
season began in early June, bringing
with it hints of what was yet to come.
Most of June and July is full of weeks
of rainy days; sometimes it would be
forecasted to rain, while other days you
just instinctively pack an umbrella for
the high off-chance it would rain later in
the afternoon.
Growing up in Southern California, I
was never fond of the rain. When it
rained, that meant wet socks, drenched
jackets, and questionable smells
arising from the sidewalk. Although
initially I wasn’t thrilled about the
thought of a full week of forecasted
rain, halfway through this season, I
began to appreciate all that the rainy
days bring. Despite it being a bit
troublesome to carry an umbrella and
dressing accordingly, the rain brings a
coolness which makes the humidity

more bearable. The good thing about
rain in Japan is that it typically
doesn’t last the entire day. As a
result, when you walk outside after
the rain, or even during a light mist,
coolness fills the air and everything
seems a lot brighter.
One thing that I love about the rainy
season in Japan is the different

types of rain there are. In America,
there aren’t many different types of
rains, but in Japan, as it is a huge
island, there are varying frequencies
of rain. To differentiate between the
different rain types, Japanese use 擬
音語 (giongo), also known as
onomatopoeia. When there are
random drops of rain, it’s “ポツポツ
potsu potsu. However, if they’re
random drops of rain that aren’t
consistent, it’s called “パラパラ”
para para. If it is drizzling, it’s called
“シトシト”shito shito, but if it’s
pouring (which is the most common
in Japan, especially in rainy season)

Newsletter Editor-in-Chief: Linda Kranz
Newsletter Distribution: Donna Dunlap
We welcome your comments and submissions to the TSCA newsletter.
Please send them to: tscanewsletter@gmail.com
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it’s “ザーザー” zaa zaa. Although
there are similar English
equivalents, I appreciate how
Japanese uses the sound of the
rain to describe the action.
Whenever I look out at the rain, the
feeling of the giongo stays with me
more than if I were to say the
English translation of the words.

I’m used to sunshine and pleasant
weather all-year round, so to
experience all the different seasons
is new and foreign to me. In spite of
the discomfort of not being used to
such bipolar weather at times, I’m
seeing it as a valuable experience
where I can learn there is always
something to
appreciate in
every season of
our life no matter
where we are.
Stephanie Mikamo,
English Teacher
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Kathleen Jensen Retires

C

ongratulations to Kathy
Jensen, who is retiring after 29
years as director of choral
music at West High School. Kathy
was the adult leader for TSCA in
1994 and has stayed a member of
the organization ever since. After her
journey to Kashiwa, Kathy served as
chairperson of the Student Selection
Committee for several years. She
was advisor of the student club,
which she reactivated and kept going
for about three years. Kathy taught
three years at the student
orientations and was a board
member for two consecutive terms.
She is still often seen at Bunkasai.

WHS teacher Tracy Sprague, who
was adult leader in 2002. Among
other things, Tracy praised Kathy
for always going the extra mile.
So true.

Kathleen Jensen

The Toyota Meeting Hall was filled
recently with Kathy’s well-wishers –
students, alumni, and friends – for a
grand retirement party. Among
those giving tributes was fellow

Our Very Best Wishes to you,
Kathy, for completing such an
amazing career. We wish you
many Happy Travels in the future.
Also, congratulations to you and
your ever-loyal husband Davis on
your 31st Anniversary in August.
We’re glad you’re still a part of the
TSCA family.
- Gail Roulette

Our Journey to Japan

I

n May, Dave and I traveled to
Japan to celebrate our 25-year
wedding anniversary. This trip was
an important pilgrimage for me to
visit the country where my
grandparents had emigrated from
which helps me to understand a lot
about the root of my family’s culture
and history. In eleven days, we
traveled to many cities: Tokyo,
Hakone, Shirakawa-go, Takayama,
Kanazawa, Kyoto, Nara and
thankfully, Kashiwa. It was quite a
whirlwind tour! We scheduled an
extra free day at the end of our trip in
hopes of visiting Kashiwa. Thankfully,
Yuka (the student we hosted in 2014)
and Yoko Suguira (Yuka’s Mom),

where Akiko pointed out the street
that the students danced in the
obon. We drove by the Kashiwa City
Hall on the way to our first stop at
the Fuse Benton shrine. While we
were there, we
ran into a past
Kashiwa
delegate,
Yukari
Shimada from
the 35th year,
who works at
the shrine. We
toured the
adjacent
garden and
building where
Yukari Shimada
they perform
tea ceremonies and met two girls
who were taking photos in their
homemade anime costumes. We

Yoko and Yuka Sugiura

arranged for us to receive a tour of
Kashiwa with the members of KIRA,
Akiko Maruta, Etsuko Kawamura,
and Makiyo Doi. They took us to
some of the places that our daughter
Emiko visited while in Kashiwa as a
2013 TSCA delegate. We started the
tour at the Kashiwa train station

then enjoyed a delicious Japanese
lunch at a local restaurant and
shared many stories. Our next
destination was a tour of the
Yoshida house, once inhabited by
the Yoshida family where they

produced soy sauce, now a
historical landmark. Our tour
guide, Mr. Miyata, gave us a tour
of the house and grounds while we
experienced the first rain of our
trip. We departed from there to
head back to Tokyo and all agreed
how nice it was to have a face to
go along with the names we so
often see.

(L-R) Etsuko Kawamura, Akiko Maruta, Linda
Kranz, Dave Kranz, and Maikiyo Doi

Although our time in Kashiwa was
brief, we enjoyed seeing a few of
the sites that our delegates have
toured and are very appreciative to
Yuka and Yoko Sugiura, and KIRA
representatives for their hospitality
and generosity. Connections like
these are what I believe to be one
of the greatest strengths behind
our organizations.
- Linda Kranz, TSCA Newsletter
Editor
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Anime Contest Drawings Highlight Talents

T

he first annual high school Anime contest featured the amazing
talents of four students: Megan Oliveros (2014 delegate), Emily
Vuu, Adrian Bunye and Anthony Tyler. Three of the artists
submitted detailed work in black and white and one in colored pencil.
The entry by Emily in the cutest category featured cherry blossoms
and a wide-eyed female character enjoying shaved ice. Anime is very
popular in Japan and all the participants took home prizes that
included, manga books, sketch books and anime DVDs.
Congratulations to all the participants and we look forward to seeing
more drawings next year. Thanks to Linda Kranz, Adam Jordan and
Shun Kohrogi for serving on the judging team and to Steven Ihde for
creating the judging form.
- Lori Chong Eurich
Contest Chair

Emily Vuu

Adrianne Bunye

Adrianne Bunye

Adrianne Bunye
Adrianne Bunye

Megan Oliveros

Anthony Tyler
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Anthony Tyler

Adrianne Bunye
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Have You Considered Being an Adult Leader for
the TSCA Student Cultural Exchange Program?
 Accompany up to eight high school students to Torrance's sister city, Kashiwa, Japan

in July 2016
 Learn about the Student Cultural Exchange Program and Japanese Culture
 Spend up to three exciting weeks in Japan as an Ambassador of goodwill

Qualifications:
 Be at least 26 years of age at the time of the trip
 Reside or work in Torrance
 Have a background working with youth in at least one of the following areas:
 Education, counseling, behavioral sciences, or
 Youth activities, chaperone for school trips

Interested?
Contact: Stephanie Ewing Warner, chair Adult Leader Selection Committee at
sewingwarn@aol.com by September 1, 2015 or mail a brief letter of intent to apply for the position,
giving TSCA a brief personal background.
Deadline for applications is September 1, 2015. Send your completed application by U.S. mail.
Qualified applicants will be called for a panel interview with the Adult Leader Selection
Committee.
Please see website for more details at www.TorranceSisterCity.org
Mail all material to:
Torrance Sister City Association c/o Community Services Division
3031 Torrance Blvd.
Torrance, CA 90503
Attention: Adult Leader Program

O

ur mission, as the Torrance Sister City Association, is to promote friendship,
goodwill, and understanding between the City of Torrance and the City of
Kashiwa, Japan, through a people-to-people, citizen diplomacy approach and through
joint participation in mutually established programs.
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Photo Gallery: 2015 Torrance Delegates in Japan
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2015 Membership Application
E xc ep t f or th e L i f e M emb er sh i p , al l d u e s a r e i n e ff ec t f r om J a n u ar y 1 st t o D ec e mb er 3 1 s t.

If yo u h a v e a n y q u e s t i o ns a b o ut yo u r m em b e r s h i p, p l e as e em a i l Ro n K i mm e l
a t tscamembership@gmail.com

